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A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell

Hello spring; we’ve been waiting for you.

The snow tires came off and then the snow came down - again. | don’t think it was
supposed to be in that order. While winter is beautiful in its own way, spring brings
with it new beginnings, plans for summer projects and get-away trips, and spring
clean-up chores.

This year the spring and summer projects include some projects that aren’t
necessarily beautiful to look at but are nice when done — there will be a fair amount
of road work in the township this season. Allegan County plans on repaving or
improving various roads including the north end of 64th Street.

Additionally, thanks to your votes in favor of a dedicated millage, the Township
plans to work on roads in the Cherrywood area, the Hunters/Wildwood/65th St.
area, 65th St. from Island Drive to 140" Ave., and Blue Jay/Cardinal area.
Township roads are rated annually, and we use those ratings to prioritize working
on them. We try to get the work done before roads get too bad as some repair is
so much more cost effective than waiting until the road needs a complete rebuild.
These roads would not be done by the County. It is up to us, and we are getting it
done. As the saying goes — expect delays and pack your patience.

Our friends at MSU Extension have again warned us about yet another invasive
species that is hitting Laketown. While the Township is again working with the
Outdoor Discovery Center to try to stop the spread of invasive bittersweet vines,
the woolly adelgid is here and attacking our hemlock trees. | checked my hemlock
trees and found this invader in the back yard but not yet in the front yard trees so
I’'m using the information available through MSU Extension and the State to plan
the defense of my trees and also to report the invader to MSU so they can track it.
Look for MSU’s info in this newsletter. The pest does give you a bit of time to treat
the infested trees as the bugs can take four years to kill a healthy tree.

It is that annual time to start fresh and make the most of what this wonderful area
has to offer. The season is full of chances to do something new. Take a walk in a
park you haven't yet visited — we have parks with miles of trails. Try your hand at
pickle ball or grab some neighbors for a pick-up game of baseball.
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If you're really energetic, you can climb the stairs at Sanctuary Woods and seek out all the wildflowers. There are all the
programs offered by our partners: The Outdoor Discovery Center, some programs are offered in our parks. See:
https://outdoordiscovery.org/programs/#calendar, or the Holland Aquatic Center https://hollandaquatic.org/, or Herrick Library
https://herrickdl.org/ or Evergreen Commons https://www.evergreencommons.org/. No matter your age or interests, there is

something for everyone.

This is a season for renewal — in our roads, our landscape, and ourselves. | hope this spring brings you and your families
happiness and joy in all that you do. The spring graduations signal the beginning of new phases. Our gardens come to life
with plants that beautify, and our farms turn green with crops that will feed us. The waves roll in after that spring shower,
inviting us to play a while until a breathtaking sunset provides a canopy of color before settling into an evening filled with the
songs of the spring peepers. Savor it all for today is a gift and this season is one of potential. Enjoy it.

From the Assessor by Heather Jahr

The March Board of Review adjourned at 3:00 pm on
March 15th. Upon adjournment the 2022 Assessed
and Taxable values are set, and the Assessment Roll
is turned over to the Allegan County Equalization
Department for review. Below is a table showing the
value on the Ad Valorem Assessment Roll for each
Class of property.

Class Assessed Value Taxable Value
Agricultural $9,869,400 $6,717,918
Commercial $13,280,400 $8,422,973
Industrial $1,214,700 $1,152,497
Residential $613,815,100 $471,868,417

Timber/Cutover $0 $0
Developmental  $509,100 $509,100

Work will now begin on the 2023 Assessment Roll.
The sales study period used to adjust valuation to
market is from 4/1/2020 to 3/31/2022. Sales utilized
within this time are verified to be “Arm’s Length”
transactions, meaning the property is not in
foreclosure or being sold on short sale, there has been
adequate market exposure, and buyers and sellers act
independently without one party influencing the other.

Throughout the year a reappraisal of 20% of each
Class of property will be carried out. If the attributes
found physically present on a parcel are not
represented on the parcel’s record card, the record
card will be corrected. If your property is included in
this review a mailer explaining the process and
requesting the property owner to confirm information
contained on the parcel record card will be sent.

Property owners are reminded that the deadline to
claim the Principal Residence Exemption for both the
2022 summer and winter tax billings is June 1st, 2022.

As always please contact me if you have any
questions or if | can help in any way.

Treasurer’s Trove
by Gary Dewey, Treasurer

Spring provides a fresh attitude in comparison to being
cooped up inside during the winter. Covid-19 seems to
be behind us and that gives a renewed positive spirit.
| have the same positive attitude about Laketown. |
have served the township for nearly 35 years and have
seen us move from a small poorly managed township
to a premier township in Allegan County. Our financial
position is positive, our master plan is being positively
executed, and we are well positioned for the future.

The 2021 tax collection has been completed and funds
distributed to the library, schools, Aquatic Center,
County, and State. Tax bills for 2022 will be mailed to
property owners the first week of July and are due on
September 14, 2022. Postmarks are not accepted as
valid payment date so please plan accordingly. We
appreciate prompt payment so that we can take care
of our financial responsibilities.

Hardship exemptions are granted by the Board of
Review and must be applied for each year. Tax
deferments must be applied for annually for both the
summer and winter tax season. Applications are
available at the township or online at laketowntwp.org.

All unpaid property taxes as of March 1, 2022, were
turned over to the Allegan County Treasurer for
collection. Please contact the Allegan County
Treasurer at (269) 673-0260 with questions regarding
delinquent tax payments.

Hazardous Waste Collection
Republic Services of Holland Westshore Recycling
4368 60th St. Holland, Ml 49423

Vouchers may be picked up at the Republic Services of
Holland office. You will need a valid ID and a current account
with Republic to receive a voucher. *Spring/Summer date
to be announced soon.




Events at the Felt by Patty Meyer

The Friends of the Felt Estate looks forward to another
busy summer at the Felt Mansion. We will have our
summer concert series the four Thursdays in July:

July 7  Brena - sponsored by Dickinson-Wright

July 14 Bakker and Hanegraaff - sponsored by
Fenn Valley Vineyards

July 215t DownRiver Dan — sponsored by
New Holland Brewing

July 28t Delilah DeWylde — sponsored by Protemp

One change to this year’s concerts, we are allowing
people to bring in outside food and there will also be a
food truck from Pizza Parliament. However, we still
cannot allow outside drink (due to restrictions of our
liquor license), so no coolers. Please make a note of this
when you plan your evening with us.

See www.feltmansion.org for more information when the
time nears. We thank our sponsors who make these
concerts possible.

The Friends of the Felt is also
excited to partner with Holland
Christian High School on an
outdoor enhancement to the Felt
Estate. The woodworking class
has created five bluebird nesting
boxes to put along the fence line
near the mansion. Bluebirds
prefer open spaces surrounded
by woods rather than the woods
themselves where there are too
many predators.

Many thanks to the students, their instructor Michael
Jacobs, and Friends of the Felt Estate board member,
Gary Dewey, for facilitating this partnership.

If any residents would like to assist in monitoring the
boxes, this would be greatly appreciated. We will provide
instructions for monitoring bluebird nesting boxes. Any
groups, such as Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts are also
welcomed to assist as we install and monitor our boxes.
To volunteer, email patty@feltmansion.org. Thank you!

If you are interested in renting the Felt Estate for a private
event, or if you would like a guided tour, please call
616-335-8982.

Clerk’s Corner by
Michelle Sall/Clerk & Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk

Election Information can be obtained at:
www.michigan.gov/elections.

May 3, 2022
August 2, 2022
November 8, 2022

No Election
State Primary
State General Election

Nominating Candidates for Governor, Secretary of
State, Attorney General, U.S. Representatives and
State Representatives, State Board of Education, U of
M Regents, University Trustees, Judges, delegates,
and specified local offices or propositions if any.

Laketown Township Vacancies:
Parks & Recreation Board (2)

The filing deadline for partisan candidates and non-
partisan candidates subject to a primary is Tues., April
19, 2022, at 4 p.m. Candidates wishing to run without
party affiliation must file by July 21, 2022, at 4 p.m.
Filing forms required by the deadline include:

-Affidavit of ldentity
-Signed Petitions for Office
-Filing Fee (if applicable)

If you are interested in running for a Parks
Commission vacancy and need assistance with the
forms, you may contact Deputy Clerk Jenifer French
at the Township Office or you may visit:
Michigan.gov/sos/candidates.

Redistricting — New Voter I.D. cards to be Issued

The State redistricting process has been completed
and the township has been updated with new House,
Senate, Congressional, and County Commissioner
district numbers. All registered voters will be receiving
new Voter Identification Cards in late spring which will
list the new district numbers:

#4 Michigan Congressional District
#31 State Senate District
#86 is the Michigan House District.

The new Voter ID cards will include the new district
numbers. All voting/precinct locations remain the
same.




Parks Activity by Thomas Shuff, Chair

LOOK FOR THE SIGNS

With the goal of making our parks more inviting, we are
adding new signage as well as improving access to the
parks. In addition to the marquee signs at the entrance,
we are adding two signs at each park, one will be a
welcoming sign that will feature a trail map and historic
information about the park plus any special feature
unique to that park. The second sign will be located
farther into the park and will explain Flora and Fauna
specific to the park.

Our vision is to continue to develop the Township Hall
Park to include a second pickle ball court, a tot park and
a walking track around the park perimeter and a
restroom facility. This park will be a very attractive
feature for our township.

Another goal is to eventually provide each park with Wi-
Fi service for security and convenience. We are also

Herrick District Library News
by Andrea Goodell

Bring a blanket to the Herrick District Library North
Branch lawn to explore songs, rhymes, stories, and
activities to support your child’s early literacy growth.
Story times will be every Wednesday, April 6 through
May 25, 9:30 to 10 a.m. and 10:30 to 11 a.m.

going to be talking about concerns over access to the
parks for people who have disabilities, such as whether
we should create handicap parking spaces. Enjoy our
parks this spring.

(Weather permitting -- watch the library's Facebook
page for cancelations).

The Parks Commission meets the third Wednesday of
each month at 6pm at the township hall.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Bulletin 03/29/2022 10:01 AM EDT
Plan now for spring treatment of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid.

If you have hemlock trees on your property, it is important to check them for signs of
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, which infests only hemlock trees. If you are not sure whether
your trees are hemlocks, use the Michigan Invasive Species Program’s

Eastern Hemlock Identification Guide. The adelgid’s round, white, cottony ovisacs

are most visible in the winter and are located on the undersides of hemlock branches
at the base of the needles.

The publication Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Look-Alikes, available at Michigan.gov/HWA, provides images and information on
identifying this and other pests commonly mistaken for it.

If you suspect trees on your property have hemlock woolly adelgid, report it using the Midwest Invasive Species Information
Network at MISIN.MSU.edu. You can report from the field using the MISIN smartphone app, which will log the location and
allow you to upload photos of the suspected signs of the insect.

You also can take pictures, note the tree’s location and email the information to the Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development at MDA-Info@Michigan.gov or report by calling 800-292-3939. Someone will respond to let you know if
hemlock woolly adelgid is present or not.

Please do not clip infested branch samples and transport or mail them. This could accidentally spread the insect to new areas.
A State Interior Quarantine makes it illegal to move hemlock anywhere within or out of Allegan, Ottawa, Muskegon, Oceana or
Mason counties. Currently there is no known hemlock woolly adelgid in Benzie County, as a single-tree detection was
destroyed. Waste hemlock material in the quarantined counties may be moved to approved disposal sites within the quarantine
zone. For more information on identifying and managing hemlock woolly adelgid, visit Michigan.gov/HWA.




Fire Department News
by Chief Doug DenBleyker

As we welcome in spring and warmer weather, please
remember that you need to obtain a burn permit if you
plan to burn your yard debris. The permit is free and
can be obtained by calling the fire station at 616-396-
4060. Please leave a phone message in the burn
permit mailbox if we do not pick up; you can also call
the Township Hall during normal business hours.

Construction has begun on US-31 from Central Avenue
in Holland south to the [-196 split. Please be aware that
traffic volume and patterns in the township and area will
change as drivers look to avoid the construction and
travel our local roads.

After 16 '~ years of service to the Graafschap Fire
Department, Captain Dan Martinez retired at the end of
January. Dan was instrumental in many improvements
at the department and will be missed. Thanks Cap.

On April 1 of this year we hired Ben Draper as a recruit.
Ben lives in the area with his wife and family and will be
attending the fire academy next January. Welcome
Ben!

We are planning on holding the annual 4th of July
pancake breakfast this year so put the event on your
calendars, and we will see you there.

Follow us on Facebook by searching for Graafschap
Fire Department and you can find us on Instagram
@graafschapfiredepartment.

Have a safe summer and grill safely.

Pictured above: the hose reels, hose, water tank with
engine, leaf blower and fire brooms were purchased over
the last few years with help from multiple DNR grants the
fire department was awarded.

Did you know that with the newer synthetic furnishings
in homes, deadly temperatures are reached more
quickly in a house fire and produce significantly more
toxic smoke than 20 years ago? With this scenario you
have less than three minutes to escape a house fire
today.

Do you have the correct number of smoke alarms and
carbon monoxide alarms in your home and are they
operational? If you do not or the alarms are older than
seven years old, they need to be replaced. If you need
help checking the dates on the alarms or cannot afford
new alarms reach out to us at 616.396.4060. We would
be happy to stop and make sure you have what you
need.

We are the local installer for ADA compliant alarms as
well through the Disability Network.

A Message from Governor Gretchen Whitmer

Michigan Homeowner’s Assistance Funding
Available

Attention homeowners! This February, the Michigan State
Housing and Development Agency (MSHDA) launched
the Michigan Homeowners Assistance Fund (MIHAF). This
program helps Michiganders who experienced housing-
related hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Funding is still available, but it is limited. To be eligible,
homeowners must:

e Have household incomes less than 150% of Area
Median Income (AMI)
Visit https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/il.html

e Own and occupy the property as their primary
residence

e Have and explain a financial hardship directly related
to COVID-19 on or after January 21, 2020

The MIHAF program can provide up to $25,000 to help with:

o Mortgage/housing expenses and escrow shortages

o Utilities, gas, electric, water, sewer

e Internet broadband services

e Land contracts, mobile home consumer loans, park lot
fees

e Property taxes

e Condominium/homeowner’s association fees

e Homeowner’s property insurance, hazard, flood, or
mortgage insurance

You may apply for this assistance by visiting Mi.Gov/MIHAF
or call 844-756-4423.
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final thoughts...

If you would like to place a flag on the grave site of a
veteran buried in Gibson Cemetery on the weekend prior
fo Memorial Day and need a flag, you may pick one up in
advance at the Township Office during regular business
hours. We wish to honor all veterans so if you are not able
to place a flag yourself, our sexton will place one for you
upon request. Flags will be removed on the Tuesday
following Memorial Day.

The Township is responsible for periodic mowing;
however, this is not a fully manicured cemetery. In respect
fo each family, please help by limiting and removing
personal items in a timely manner. Thank you.



