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A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell 

 

In this Issue >>> 

Election Information, 

Parks Bond Proposal, 

New Public Information Officer, 

and more… 

This spring and summer have presented a few interesting topics of discussion.  
The first is the establishment of a Community Development position within the 
office.  The Board discussed the need for an additional person to work on 
issues arising out of the continued growth in the Township.  This new position 
will handle the increasing number of zoning issues; assist residents with 
general questions; review building and zoning applications to the Planning 
Commission and the Zoning Board of Appeals and provide information to those 
boards; work on zoning enforcement; and work on economic development in 
the Township including the Blue Star corridor.  As time allows, this position will 
become active on several of the regional committees that address growth in 
the area such as the Macatawa Coordinating Council and the Allegan County 
boards and commissions and work on long-range planning for the Township.   
 
The Community Development position is connected to the second item:  our 
Clerk, Michelle Sall, has applied for this position and will shift roles and officially 
resign as Clerk after the August primary. She has been a tremendous Clerk 
running our elections, watching over our cemetery, and doing so many other 
things that fall within that role. I extend my congratulations on the new role and 
heartfelt gratitude for all that she has done as our Clerk. Thank you, Michelle. 
 
The Board has 45 days from the date a resignation is effective to appoint a 
new Clerk.  This position is a time-consuming role with very significant 
responsibilities.  While the Township Manager and Treasurer assist in some 
of these, under Michigan law the Clerk responsibilities include (partial list): 
 

-Maintain custody of all records  -Maintain general ledger 
-Prepare warrants for checks -Keep the Book of Oaths 
-Record and maintain minutes -Prepare financial statements  
-Publish board meeting minutes -Maintain qualified voter file database 
-Keep Township ordinance book -Member of the Election Commission 
-Recruit and oversee election workers 
-Conduct elections in accordance with State and Federal laws 
-Deliver tax certificates to Supervisor and County Clerk by September 30 
-Must post a surety bond (Township provides this). 
 
 

        - Continued on page 2, see Howell 
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Treasurer’s Trove  
by Gary Dewey, Treasurer  
  
Our national economy is struggling now but our 
township finances are stable and doing well. We work 
to maintain an appropriate fund balance as compared 
to our budget. 
 
Summer tax bills were mailed the first week of July and 
are due on September 14, 2022.  For residents in the 
Hamilton Public School District, the school millage is 
levied on the winter tax statement only. 
 
We appreciate prompt payment and remember 
postmarks are not accepted as a valid payment date. 
We are committed to providing kind, convenient, and 
efficient service and offer payment options online and 
in person at the township office. Payment can be made 
with American Express, Discover, MasterCard, and 
Visa.  Please note that our online service provider 
“Point & Pay” charges a 3% convenience fee for all 
debit/credit card transactions.  You may also make a 
payment by electronic check which has a flat fee of $3 
per transaction up to $10,000, and $10 for transactions 
over $10,000. 
 
If you need a tax deferment or consideration of a 
hardship exemption, applications are available on our 
website or at the township office.  Applications need to 
be filed annually for each tax season.  Hardship 
exemptions are granted by the Board of Review.  
Please contact the township office with any questions. 
 

Howell, continued from front page.  
 
Additionally, the Clerk also occupies the role of Cemetery Sexton, managing our cemetery.  While Sall has very ably 
edited our newsletter, that role is shifting to Jim Hayden, our public information officer.  If you are a Township resident 
(must be a registered voter in the Township) and interested in being considered for appointment as our Clerk, please 
send a letter of interest along with your experience and qualifications to me at the Township Office no later than August 
22, 2022. The appointment will last until the 2024 election cycle. 
 
The third topic is our ARPA funds.  The Township received funding from the Federal Government under the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  The Board is interested in hearing from non-profit entities located in the Township or serving 
Township residents, that were financially hurt by COVID and would like to apply for a grant using part of the Township’s 
ARPA funds.  We are also interested in hearing ideas on how best to use the ARPA funds to make lasting improvements 
to the Township.  The use of the funds must be established by the end of 2024, and funds spent by the end of 2026.  
Please send any request for funding consideration or ideas on best uses to me at the Township office by August 22, 
2022.  The ideas and requests will be circulated to the entire Board for consideration at an upcoming meeting. 
 
And to close – the fun news!  CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT.  GFD hosted over 
1,400 of us for the annual pancake breakfast on July 4th – missing the all-time attendance record by only 63 people.  
Thank you to all that made it happen.  It is a truly wonderful tradition.  Have an exciting and memorable summer. 
 

From the Assessor  
by Heather Jahr 
 
I hope this issue of the newsletter finds you enjoying 
all the beauty the Township has to offer.  Each year I 
am reminded of how wonderful Laketown is as the 
flowers bloom, the trees fill in, and the warmth of longer 
days encourages exploration. 
 
I am currently working to adjust land values to market, 
carry out a review of 20% of each class of real 
property, and verify and input sales and transfers of 
ownership.  It is important to keep in mind that for all 
sale analysis, assessors are using a 2-year retroactive 
sales study period.   
 
I am also preparing the 2023 Assessment Roll, and the 
sales study timeframe used to identify market values is 
4/1/2020 - 3/31/2022. Allegan County recently 
provided the preliminary sales study used by the 
Equalization Department to assure the year-to-year 
changes in valuation on the assessment roll reflects 
market valuation.  These preliminary studies indicate a 
12.9% increase in residential valuation for 2023. 
 
I want to highlight Legislation awaiting the Governor’s 
signature.  House Bill 4534 of 2022 has passed the 
House and Senate and, if signed, would allow the 
assessor to retroactively apply the Principal Residence 
Exemption (PRE) to parcels that have “late-filed” 
without needing approval from the Board of Review.  
This should increase efficiency at the local level and 
expedite application of the exemption to claimant 
parcels.  As always if you have any questions, please 
contact me and I will do my best to provide answers. 



 

Clerk’s Corner by Michelle Sall/Clerk & 
Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk 
 

 
AUG. 2, 2022, STATE PRIMARY 
    
NOV. 8, 2022, STATE GENERAL ELECTION 

 
Michigan Voting Polls are open from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

 
VOTING LOCATIONS 
Precinct 1 (Holland Public Schools): Township Hall 
Precinct 2 (Hamilton Public Schools): Graafschap Fire Dept. 
Precinct 3 (Saugatuck Public Schools): Township Hall 
 
The Aug. 2, 2022, State Primary election is for the purpose of 
nominating candidates of the Republican and Democratic 
parties for partisan offices and for nominating candidates for 
nonpartisan offices.  The following offices on the ballot are for 
Congressional, Legislative, County, Township, and Delegates 
to the County Convention of the Republican and Democratic 
Parties.  The ballot also has one County Proposal and one 
Township Proposal. 
 
SAMPLE BALLOT:  A sample ballot is enclosed.  
 
SINGLE PARTY VOTING:  Voters decide which party primary 
they wish to participate in by voting only in the column of 
their party choice.  You will not be able to “split” your ticket 
and must confine votes to a single party column. 
 
VOTER REGISTRATION: Check to see if you are registered 
to vote, file an application for an absentee ballot, see your 
sample ballot for the upcoming election, track the status of 
your absentee ballot, verify your voter registration online at the 
Michigan Secretary of State’s Office at: 
https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.  
 
ABSENTEE BALLOTS:  Absentee ballots must be requested 
in writing to the clerk.  An absentee ballot application form is 
available at: www.laketowntwp.org under the Elections and/or 
Forms tab or at: https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic. 
 
For additional election information, go to 
www.michigan.gov/elections. 
 

Thursdays at the Felt a Summer Celebration 
 
Summer in Laketown means “Thursdays at the Felt” 
free concert series during the month of July.  Two 
favorites – Brena and Delilah, as well as two new 
bands, Bakker and Hanegraaf, and DownRiver Dan 
wowed crowds at the Carriage House stage of the 
Felt Estate, 6597 138th Ave, Holland, MI.   
 
We hope to see you at the Felt. For events, tours, and 
rental information, please visit: 
 www.feltmansion.org.   
Have any questions? Email patty@feltmansion.org. 
 

Volunteers Transform Shore Acres 
into Bike Pump Track by Jim Hayden 
 
A new track will be ready for bicyclists this summer 
in Shore Acres Park.   
 
The Michigan’s Edge Mountain Biking Association 
(MEMBA) is bringing together grants, donations and 
volunteer work to turn the long-dormant BMX course 
into a pump track for bicycles.  Lakeshore Outdoors, 
3514 63rd St., Saugatuck, and HES Equipment/A&B 
Farms, 4203 Blue Star Highway, Holland, are 
donating machinery, operators and materials for the 
pump track project. 
 
A pump track is a specialized bike course intended 
to be ridden without pedaling. Pump tracks have 
small rolling hills, banked turns and jumps that are 
built to be “pumped'' as the primary means of 
creating and maintaining speed. 
 
In November, the Parks and Recreation Commission 
unanimously supported a request from MEMBA to 
refurbish the area and seek a grant for the work.  The 
township does not fund the track or improvements. 
The new facility will be user-maintained. Work began 
in May and could be completed by July. 
 

Brena Concert July 7.  Photo by Amber Davis 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parks Activity by Thomas Shuff, Chair 
 
The Parks Commission has been working on two issues for 
the past year and a half.  
 
First, we have nearly completed the installation of marquee 
signs at the entrance of each park. In addition, we 
developed two interior signs for seven of our parks. One 
sign will be placed at the park entrance and the signage will 
display the layout, trails, and a short history of the park. The 
second sign will be inside the park and describe the specific 
flora and fauna of the site.  
 
On April 20th, the Parks Commission unanimously passed 
a resolution to request that the Township Board approve a 
bond proposal to be placed on the ballot for the General 
Election on November 8th, 2022.  In support of our park 
system, the bond proposal is to raise 1.2 million dollars to 
be paid off over five years. The purpose of the bond is to 
construct, furnish, and equip new restrooms in all the 
township parks. 

Huyser Farm Park Helping with Blueberry Pest Control Research by Jim Hayden 
 
The blueberry field at Huyser Farm Park continues to help researchers understand and control the impact of pests on the 
West Michigan fruit crop industry.  The berry bushes at are unique because they have been maintained for decades and no 
pesticides have been used on them since the Township acquired the Park. 
 
“Huyser Farm Park has been an excellent resource for us,” Michigan State University researcher Steve Van Timmeren told 
the Parks and Recreation Commission at its Wed., May 18 meeting. “The value of being able to work at Huyser comes from 
being able to use it as a more natural field to compare with the work we are doing at commercially managed fields.”   
Van Timmeren, a research assistant based at the Trevor Nichols Research Center, 6273 M-89 just west of Fennville, updated 
the commission about ongoing projects at the 102-acre park at the corner of 64th Street and 142nd Avenue. Research is 
being conducted by members of the Berry Crops Entomology Laboratory which is led by Dr. Rufus Isaacs in collaboration 
with other laboratories within the Department of Entomology at MSU.  “It’s hard for us to find these types of fields,” Van 
Timmeren said.  
 
Watching the wasps 
 
Van Timmeren and the group have been monitoring the spread of the blueberry stem gall wasp that lays eggs in blueberry 
shoots, causing a swelling, a nuisance that can be pruned off. Heavy pruning, though, increases commercial costs, meaning 
some infested fields have been abandoned.  Because Huyser doesn’t have pesticides, the researchers can observe how the 
insect develops compared to commercial fields.  Huyser will also be a site for the introduction of the samba wasp to eliminate 
the spotted-wing drosophila that lay eggs in the berries. The samba wasp, a tiny parasitic wasp that lays its eggs in spotted-
wing drosophila larvae, will be released at Huyser Farm for testing because pesticide use in commercial sites would kill both 
wasps.  “If we can knock down an entire fly population, it could save growers lots of headaches and insecticides,” he said. 
After years of evaluation and permit review, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development recently approved release of this wasp in regions where 
fruit production is threatened.  Researchers plan to introduce the samba wasp to Huyser sometime this year.  The MSU 
researchers began studying Huyser Farm Park in 2011 after the spotted-wing drosophila was first discovered in Michigan. 
 
Bee populations 
 
The researchers have also assessed bee populations in the blueberry fields at Huyser to compare them with populations at 
commercial farms to study ways to improve blueberry pollination.  “I’m excited we’re part of the long-term project,” said Parks 
Commissioner Karen Simmons. 
 
Huyser Farm, 4188 64th St., includes marked hiking trails, wooded areas, streams, ponds, nine vegetative communities with 
a diverse flora representing 62 families and 295 species of vascular plants including a recently constructed milkweed garden. 

In the entire history of our parks system, small to large 
improvements have been made over the years, including land 
gifts and acquisitions. This bond proposal will make it possible 
to offer restrooms in seven parks:  Wolters Woods, Sanctuary 
Woods, Township Hall, Shore Acres, Farview Farm, 
Laketown Beach, and Huyser Farm.  A much needed and 
longtime goal for the park system.  
 
At the July 13th meeting of the Board of Trustees, the bond 
proposal language was approved by the Board to be placed 
on the ballot for the November 8 General Election.  This will 
be an opportunity for residents to decide whether they wish to 
support this project. 
 
The Parks Commission meets on the third Wednesday of 
every month at 6 pm at the Township Hall. As always, 
everyone is welcome to attend our meetings. 
 



 

Fire Department News  
by Chief Doug DenBleyker 
 
I would like to introduce Dave Grumney, a new fulltime 
employee of the Graafschap Fire Department. Dave 
started with us in July of 2021 as a paid-on-call fire 
fighter and was hired fulltime in May of this year.  
Dave’s responsibilities are firefighter training and 
health/safety. He brings a wealth of experience from 
career firefighting jobs he held in Ohio and Florida. As 
long time paid-on-call firefighters retire, people’s lives 
change, and call volumes increase, we have seen the 
daytime availability of paid-on-call firefighters 
decrease. We appreciate the support from the Fire 
Board and Fillmore and Laketown Township as we take 
a proactive approach to staffing and its challenges.  
Welcome Dave. 
 
Over the last few years, we have seen an uptick in 
affordable housing transition from owner-occupied to 
short and long-term rentals. This transition and the 
large increase in home values has made it difficult for 
the fire department to attract volunteers that live close 
to our response area. To help get out in front of this, we 
recently repurposed a storage room at the fire station 
into small sleeping quarters. This room will be available 
to firefighters that would like to spend their duty night at 
the station and will create opportunities for hiring paid-
on-call firefighters that live outside our response area. 
A staffed station may also have a positive effect on our 
ISO rating in the future. 
 
This August we plan to launch a drone program with 
our partners Hamilton and Saugatuck Fire 
Departments.  We recently collaborated on the 
purchase of a DJI M300 drone with a Zenmuse H20 
series camera with infrared capabilities. There are 
many uses for this drone technology, and we are 
thankful for the great working relationship we have with 
our mutual aid partners as we work together on 
equipment purchases and other projects when feasible. 
 
I would like to thank everyone that came out and 
supported us at the annual pancake breakfast on the 
4th of July. This event is a great opportunity for us to 
meet you in a non-emergency setting and to showcase 
the great equipment we own because of your continued 
support of the fire department. 
 
If your street numbers are not visible from the road, 
please consider a green address sign. Contact us at 
616.396.4060 to place an order. 
Have a great summer and grill safely!!! 

Home Safety Surveys are free from the Graafschap Fire Department and offer the opportunity for staff to visit your 
home and identify fire hazards or other potential causes for emergencies.  Call today to schedule a visit. 

New Building Authority Reduces Township 
Bond Debt 
The Township Board approved activating the Laketown 
Township Building Authority specifically to pay off part of a 
2007 bond for restoration at The Felt Estate. The early 
payment on the bond will save taxpayers about $15,000 on 
the $525,000 bond.  Clerk Michelle Sall swore in the new 
Building Authority members Robert Schaftenaar, Tom Shuff, 
and Township Manager Al Meshkin on April 19, 2022.  Shuff 
was elected Chairman and Schaftenaar was elected 
Secretary.  The Building Authority was first formed in 1995 to 
handle funding the demolition of the former prison facility at 
Shore Acres and again for the construction of the Graafschap 
Fire Department building. Both of those bonds have been 
paid off. 
 

Lieutenant Dave Grumney Firefighter Sleeping Quarters 

Graafschap Fire Department Pancake Breakfast 4th of July 2022. 
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final 
Welcome Public Information Officer Jim Hayden 
Jim Hayden started in the Township Office this spring as 
Laketown’s Public Information Officer.  He oversees the 
Township’s new Facebook page, is helping redesign the 
township’s website, takes minutes for: the Board of Trustees, 
Planning Commission, Parks and Recreation Commission, 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Fire Board, as well as staffs the 
office with other township services as needed.  Additionally, he 
writes press releases and takes photos to send to area media 
and is the Township’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
contact. 
Jim is no stranger to Laketown Township.  As a reporter for The 
Saugatuck Commercial Record and then Holland Sentinel 
newspapers, he covered Laketown starting in the late 1980s. He 
also has government experience, serving on the Fennville City 
Commission since 2015. Contact Jim at jimh@laketowntwp.org. 
 

Find us on FACEBOOK… 
Get Laketown Township information and follow events happening in the community at the 
township’s new Facebook page – Laketown Township.  The site went live in May and is 
updated with township news, events, and more.  The new page is part of the township’s 
larger social media plan that includes a redesigned webpage and larger online footprint.  
The Facebook page is administered by Jim Hayden, the Township’s Public Information 
Officer. Feel free to send comments and suggestions to jimh@laketowntwp.org. 
 

Jim Hayden 
 


