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Graafschap Fire Department 

By Doug DenBleyker 
Graafschap Fire Department Chief 
 

As we close out 2022, I would like to share 
some statistics from the past year. The 
Graafschap Fire Department has seen a year-
over-year increase in call volume for the last 13 
years and this year is no exception. The 
following are some highlights from 2022. 

We ended the year with a total of 894 calls for  

Runs up, staffing down 

service. This is a 5 percent increase over 2021. 
There were 613 calls in Laketown and 211 calls 
in Fillmore. We assisted other fire departments 
70 times and had assistance from others 36 
times. 

Highlights 

The Live Burn Training Facility we built in 2018 
with six other fire departments has been a  

Please see Page 2 



 

  

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Runs 375 390 434 458 467 604 672 756 830 850 894

Difference % - 4% 11% 6% 2% 29% 11% 13% 10% 2% 5%

Staff 20 20 20 22 20 21 24 23 21 19 17

Difference % - 0% 0% 10% -9% 5% 14% -4% -9% -10% -11%

"How many firefighters will be available in 2023"
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great asset. We continually train at the facility, 
and invaluable experience is gained by new and 
seasoned firefighters each time we utilize it. 

This fall, Capt. Dave Grumney submitted a 
grant to MIOSHA for $9,977.53 to replace 
personal aerial harnesses, some ropes, trench 
rescue equipment and other items and we were 
awarded this 50/50 match grant. Most of the 
equipment has arrived. Training and equipment 
familiarization will happen this winter. Great 
work, Dave! 

The drone we collectively purchased with 
Hamilton and Saugatuck fire departments is in-
service and has been called out numerous 
times. The drone is another great tool for our 
toolbox. 

As of Oct. 31, 2022, longtime member Wayne 
Van Ommen retired from the Graafschap Fire 
Department. We would like to wish Wayne the 
best in his retirement and thank him for his 36 
years of dedicated and selfless service to the 
citizens of Fillmore and Laketown townships. 

Volunteers needed 

The National Volunteer Fire Council statistics 
show that fire department call volume has tripled 
over the past 20 years, while the number of 
volunteer firefighters in the United States 
“reached a low in 2019.” These facts hit close to 
home as Graafschap Fire Department is 
experiencing stats very similar.  

Over the last year we have struggled with how 
to attract more volunteers and keep the ones we 
currently have. As call volumes and training 
requirements increase, more tasks are added to 
what a firefighter does. People’s lives are busy 
and the spare time they do have has shifted 
from volunteering to spending it with family, and 
we believe the recent pandemic played a role in 
those lifestyle changes.  

So, where do we go from here? That is the 
question we will be working to answer in the 
coming months. Please see the graph in this 
newsletter (Page 1) showing the department’s 
call volume vs. available firefighters. 

Alarms 

Do you have carbon monoxide alarms in your 
home? If you do not or the alarms are more than 
7 years old, they need to be replaced. If you 
need help checking the dates on the alarms or 
cannot afford new alarms, reach out to us at 
(616) 396-4060. We would be happy to stop and 
make sure you have what you need. 

If you are using alternative heating sources to 
heat your home this winter, please make sure 
that they are designed for that purpose. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out.  

 

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire 
Department. He can be reached at (616) 396-
4060. 

 
Wayne Van Ommen retired from Graafschap 
Fire Department after 36 years of service. 
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Township Contacts 
 
OFFICE: (616) 335-3050 
HOURS:  Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
4338 Beeline Road, Holland, MI  49423 
www.laketowntwp.org 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Supervisor – Linda Howell 
Treasurer -- Gary Dewey 
Clerk – Amber Davis 
Trustee – Jim Johnson 
Trustee – Jim Delaney 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Chair – Randy Becksvoort 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Chair – Casey Kimes 
 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Chair -- Thomas Shuff 
 

STAFF 
Manager -- Al Meshkin 
Community Development – Michelle Sall 
Assessor -- Heather Jahr 
Deputy Treasurer -- Charlene Fields 
Deputy Clerk -- Jenifer French 
Admin. Assistant/Finance – Amy Scholten 
Maintenance/Facilities – Brett Grams 
Public Information Coordinator – Jim Hayden 
 

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker (616) 396-4060 
 

INSPECTORS 
Building – Chad Warden (616) 344-1014 
Mechanical/Plumbing -- Bob Modreske (616) 
477-4940 
Electrical -- Gordon Bosch (616) 396-1448 
 

ALLEGAN COUNTY 
Commissioner Jim Storey -- (616) 848-9767 
Animal Control – (269) 673-0519 
Clerk – (269) 673-0450 
Treasurer – (269)-673-0260 
Drain Commission – (269) 673-0440 
Health Department – (269) 673-5411 
Register of Deeds – (269) 673-0390 
Senior & Veteran Services – (877) 673-5333 
 

STATE OFFICIALS 
Representative (District 86) – Nancy DeBoer 
(517) 373-0846 
NancyDeBoer@house.mi.gov 
 
Senator (District 31) – Roger Victory 
(517) 373-6920 
SenRVictory@senate.michigan.gov  
 

 
TOWNSHIP BOARD: The Laketown Township Board of 
Trustees are front (from left) Supervisor Linda Howell 
and Clerk Amber Davis. Back row (from left) Trustee Jim 
Johnson, Treasurer Gary Dewey and Trustee Jim 
Delaney. 

Laketown resident bags first buck for 
season in Huyser Farm Park hunt 

Christopher Nyland was the first to bring home a deer this 
season from the Laketown Township Archery Deer Hunting 
Program at Huyser Farm Park, 4188 64th St. 

Nyland, a Laketown resident, got the eight-point buck at 
7:16 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 3, in the middle-western section 
of the 102-acre park. 

Fifteen people were chosen to hunt from Oct. 1 through 
Nov. 14 then Dec. 1 through 31. Graafschap Hardware, 
4578 60th St., handled registration. 

Steve Hamm also took a four-point buck, according to 
township records. 

Nyland used a compound bow with mechanical broadhead. 

“I heard some noises off to my right so I stood up and 
clipped into my bow. Shortly after I saw a mature doe with 
two fawns off to my right about 35 yards. At this point I was 
pretty relaxed and just watching. I won’t take a doe when it 
is with young ones,” he said. 

He waited about 10 minutes then heard a deer approach. 

“I wasn’t sure if I was spotted at this point. He started 
walking about 10 to 15 seconds later and I was able to 
count the points and check the body size. Once I knew it 
was a shooter I pulled back, he walked about 8 to 10 yards 
and quartered away from, and that’s when I knew I could 
make a clean, successful shot.” 
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Notice of Assessment arriving, 
poverty exemption possible 
“Tax Day” was Dec. 31, 2022. As the property 
physically existed on that day is how it will be taxed for 
2023. Please watch for the annual Notice of 
Assessment -- this document should be delivered in 
mid-February. The Notice of Assessment indicates the 
changes to a parcel from the previous year. These 
could include classification changes, Principal 
Residence Exemption changes as well as valuation 
changes.  

This document also indicates to the property owner 
how to appeal the changes at the March Board of 
Review. Tentative appeal dates for the March Board of 
Review are Monday, March 13, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Tuesday, March 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Disabled veterans are encouraged to apply for the 
2023 exemption at the March Board of Review to have 
the exemption granted prior to any tax billings being 
mailed. 

Poverty exemption 

For property owners struggling with payment of 
property taxes it may be beneficial to you to apply for a 
poverty exemption. This exemption requires an annual 
application to the Board of Review and is granted 
based on the value of income and assets held by the 
property owner and those residing at the property 
falling below a threshold determined by the township 
board. The exemption may be applied for at the 2023 
March, July or December Board of Review. The filing 
requirements and guidelines are available at the 
township hall or township website. 

The 2023 Inflation Rate Multiplier is 5 percent, as 
published by the Michigan State Tax Commission. The 
formula for calculating 2023’s capped (taxable) value 
is: 

((2022 TAXABLE VALUE - LOSSES) x 1.05) + ADDITIONS 

Property owners are always welcome to review the 
parcel record card that holds the attributes of their 
property. It is a continuing effort to ensure Laketown 
has accurate information for each parcel. No one is a 
better source of information than the property owner. 

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. She can 
be reached at (616) 335-3050 or 
Heather@Laketowntwp.org. 

I am excited for how Laketown has become a 
destination place that offers beauty and 
quality of life. I have seen many changes 
since I began serving in 1988. I’m proud of 
how our boards, committees, staff, 
management and residents have made us the 
township we are today! 

Our township finances are solid with cash 
reserves above 20 percent. The winter 2022 
tax bills were mailed on Dec. 1.  

Winter taxes are due on Feb. 14. Postmarks 
are not honored in determining payment date. 
Interest and penalty fees will be added after 
the due date. The last day to make payment 
in the township office is Feb. 28. All unpaid 
taxes as of March 1 will be forwarded to the 
Allegan County Treasurer.  Contact (269) 
673-0260 after March 2 for pay-off amounts. 

Credit card and electronic check payment 
options are available on our website. Visit 
laketowntwp.org and follow the “Online 
Payment” link. Additional fees are charged by 
the servicing agent. 

Gary Dewey is Laketown Township treasurer. 
He can be reached at (616) 335-3050 or 
Gary@Laketowntwp.org. 

 

From the Assessor 

 

THANK YOU: Laketown Township Trustee 
Jim Johnson, left, presents Richard 
Swanson with a certificate of appreciation 
for Swanson’s long-time service on the 
zoning board of appeals. The board 
accepted Swanson’s resignation on Nov. 9. 

Winter taxes due Feb. 14 

Treasurer’s trove 



Parks Commission 

Wolters House added, 
Huyser house studied 
Christmas arrived early this year for the 
township with the purchase of the Lloyd 
Wolters home and property on 147th 
Avenue. The two-and-a-half acre parcel is 
adjacent to the 36-acre Wolters Woods 
Park. This purchase by the township is a 
very attractive addition to our parks 
system as well as helps maintain the 
continuity of this very desirable location. 
We will begin to research and review 
proposed uses. 

The parks commission is in the process of 
reviewing options for potential uses of the 
former Huyser Farm Park family home. 
This was the homestead of the Huyser 
family who so generously donated their 
102-acre farm to the township. We would 
like to preserve the legacy of the Huyser 
family gift and are considering options. 

Outdoor Discovery Center 

Each year the parks commission partners 
with the Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC) 
to provide free recreational activity in our 
parks.  

Join the free Superb Owl Prowl at 
Sanctuary Woods, 4751 66th St., on 
Friday, Feb. 10, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

Hike the dune of Laketown Township’s 
Sanctuary Woods in search of resident 
and migratory owls. Event is for ages 6 
and up. 

Register at outdoordiscovery.org. 
Registration is required. 

Meetings 

The parks commission meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. at 
the township hall, 4338 Beeline Road.  

Tom Shuff is chairperson of the Laketown 
Township Parks and Recreation 
Commission. He can be reached at (616) 
335-3050. 

Holidays at the Felt Mansion are always a magical time, 
and this year was no exception. We had record 
attendance at all our December tours and events. In fact, 
the guided tours were sold out each evening. 

January through March is a slower time for tours and 
events, but a busy time for maintenance. Rooms receive 
a new coat of paint. Brett Grams and Amber Davis re-
organize the basement to ready us for another busy 
rental season. We take inventory and order supplies. 

After the winter months, we look forward to sprucing up 
our landscape, and then, of course, turn our attention to 
the summer concert series each Thursday in July. 

A personal note 

The best question I’ve ever been asked at the mansion is 
this:  What have you learned?   

So, here it is:  As much as I love the Felt Mansion, its 
stories and its history, at the end of the day, it is just a 
house. If all I’ve done is restore a house, then my work 
has been in vain. A house is just a thing.  My greater 
work, everyone’s greater work, is to restore one another. 
So, I hope each of you will join that restoration project. 
Restore each other in 2023. Be the light that dispels the 
darkness. 

Patty Meyer is Felt Estate operations director. She can be 
reached at (616) 335-8982. 

Information for renting the Felt 

If you are interested in renting the Felt for a private event, 
call rental coordinators Derrick and Holden at (616) 218-
0078.  We are taking reservations for 2024 and 2025. 

Felt Estate 
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Winter is a time for maintenance, 
getting ready for the summer fun 

 

Children 
get gift 
bags at 
Winterfest 
at the Felt 
Mansion, 
6597 138th 
Ave. 



 
LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP 
4338 BEELINE RD 
HOLLAND, MI 49423 
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Library can help with tech questions 
The Herrick District Library staff is here to help with digital and tech 
questions. Library staff can help with basic computer, phone and tablet 
issues, both in person and online.  

Staff members are available at the information desk at both locations -- 
300 S. River Ave. and 155 Riley St. -- to answer questions about 
library apps and services. Those who have questions about non-library 
technology (such as email, Zoom, ancestry.com) can stop in at the 
Main Library from 2-4 p.m. Thursdays for Tech Help Open Hours.  

For questions beyond the basics, check out Groundworks. Visit 
www.herrickdl.org/groundworks for details or herrickdl.org/computers-
technology/tech-help/ to ask your question online. 

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate at Herrick District 
Library, 300 S. River Ave. The library can be reached at (616) 355-
3100. 

Getting the word out 

Our newsletter is just one way 
Laketown Township reaches 
out to you. You can get more 
information at: 

Website: 
www.laketowntwp.org 

Facebook: Search for 
Laketown Township 

Instagram: Look for 
laketowntwp 

Call: The township hall is open 
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday. Call (616) 335-3050. 


