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Dewey retires after 34 years

Inside Laketown Township Treasurer Gary Dewey is
retiring from the board after 34 years of service.
B Gary’s tax column, Page 4

B Trustee seat open, Page 7 “About 65 to 70 percent of my life has been
®  Supervisor thanks Gary, devoted to the township,” he said after announcing
welcomes new treasurer he would retire from the board on July 31.

Jim Johnson, Page 7 Please see Page 7

By Patty Meyer

We save the most important words for
last. As someone is heading to the
car, we call after them, “I love you.
Drive safely!” When my kids left for
school each morning, I'd say as they
headed down the walk, “Make good
choices.”

Even now, | text my children and say,
“I love you.” Because, should this be
the last opportunity | have to say
something, | want it to be important. |
want it to be about love.

Patty Meyer with her daughter Jill in the
Felt Mansion. Photo by Rose Niezink Please see Page 2

Felt Estate Director Patty Meyer retiring
this fall after two decades of renovation

Meyer’s
final
guided
tour of
the Felt
Estate is
2to 6
p-m.
Sunday,
Sept. 10.

See story
Page 2

Parks Survey Inside

Questionnaire enclosed! Fill out & return to the townshi

p hall




One final tour

— . oz

Join Patty Meyer as she gives her
final guided tour of the Felt
Estate, 6597 138" Ave., from 2 to
6 p.m. Sept. 10.

Meyer, Felt Estate operations
director, is retiring after leading
the restoration of the 1920s
house. She began the project in
2002 after the township acquired
the site from the state which had
been using the area for a prison
and a state police post.

Tickets are $40 at
eventbrite.com. Search for “The
Last Hurrah — Patty’s Final Tour.”
Residents can receive a $5
discount using the code
MEMBER2023. All proceeds go
to the restoration of the estate.

Meyer’s stories of restoration
include encounters with ghosts,
wild animals, and, most
importantly, with people who love
history and the arts.

Getting the word out

Our newsletter is one way
Laketown reaches out to you.
You can get more information at:

Website: www.laketowntwp.org
Facebook, Instagram, Threads

Stop in: The township hall is
open 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-
Friday

Call: (616) 335-3050

Email: office@laketowntwp.org

Continued from Page 1

When | was a little girl, my mother left a note in my lunchpail,
tucked between the thermos of Hi-C orange and the PB&J, and
each day it had an encouraging word or a piece of advice: Do well
on your test. Don’t forget we love you. Ask the new girl to play.
Always be kind, even when it is hard.

So, as | head out of the mansion’s front door for the very last
time, | want to turn back and say, “Remember: It's not about the
place. It's about the people.”

It's easy to forget. Between weeding the gardens and mucking
out the pond and unclogging the toilets and climbing down into
the well pit and creating annual budgets and selecting the period-
correct draperies, it is easy to forget what we are about. What we
are truly about.

I've been asked a thousand questions in my tenure at the Felt
Estate — from the now predictable “Is it haunted?” to the mundane
“What did it cost?” But the most important question ever asked
was this: “What did you learn in doing this project?”

And it is this:

As much as | love the Felt Mansion, as passionate as | am about
its walnut paneling and mahogany mantels, its original tile
bathrooms, and its creaky wood floors, at the end of the day — oh
and look, here it is: the end of the day — it is just a house. Sure, it
is spacious and beautiful and opulent, but it is still just a house.
Like anything made by man, it could be gone in an instant. A
tornado could come, and the Felt Mansion would be demolished.
We saw towers made by men crumble in a morning’s time. We
watched it on TV. All that we have will be gone one day. So, if my
only work here is restoring an old house, that work is in vain.

There’s a much more important restoration project — one in which
we can all participate — and that is restoring one another, a
project that will continue long after | leave.

This mansion, that started out dilapidated and neglected, with
smashed doors and broken windows, today is restored and
beautiful, not unlike my own life, once dilapidated, neglected, and
broken, now restored and still like this old house, a work-in-
progress. Because true love is like that, always a work-in-
progress.

And so, | leave, optimistic about the future. | leave the estate in
good hands, knowing if | could muddle through, knowing little, the
next person will certainly succeed, knowing more.

I am confident, too, that the community of Laketown will support
the next director and the Felt Estate. So, | say before | go:
Become a restoration expert. Anyone can wield a sledgehammer.
It takes no skill to tear something down. The art of the craft lies in
building up, in restoring.

Life is a restoration project.

Patty Meyer is Felt Estate operations director.



Graafschap Fire Department

Staffing continues to be a concern

By Doug DenBleyker

| would like to thank everyone who came out and
supported us at the annual pancake breakfast on
the Fourth of July. This event is a great
opportunity for us to meet you in a non-
emergency setting and to showcase the great
equipment we have because of your continued
support of the fire millage.

Positions and equipment

Over the last three years we have attempted to
fill paid-on-call firefighter vacancies utilizing many
different avenues to try to get the word out. We
have had a few inquiries but have struggled like
many other fire departments to fill open spots.
Callls for service have continually increased as
the number of firefighters has slowly decreased.
If things do not change, we will need to start
discussions on adding full-time firefighters to fill
the voids.

The fire department is currently putting together
specifications for a new pumper/tanker truck to
replace a vehicle that is approaching 30 years
old. When an order is placed, it will take roughly
24 months to build. Our existing vehicle will be
placed in reserve and will still be used when
needed.

Dust and safety

If you are doing updating to the interior of your
home that causes dust and you have a monitored
fire alarm system, please take measures to
reduce nuisance alarms. While the dusty work is
happening, the alarm system can be put in test
mode or the smoke detectors can be covered
with dust covers. Just be aware that while either
of these are in place, the house needs to be
occupied and the occupants need to be ready to
dial 911 if a fire was to occur.

At the end of each day the alarm system must
be taken out of test and/or the dust covers
removed. Dust can significantly reduce the life of
smoke detectors and can cause nuisance alarms
which could result in a fire department response.

More than
1,200
people
attended
the annual
Pancake
Breakfast
on July 4.

We are still offering Home Safety Surveys
where we will visit your home and look for
potential hazards that could cause a fire or other
emergency.

If your street numbers are not visible from the
road, please consider a green address sign.
Contact us at our non-emergency number (616)
396-4060 and we can make an address sign for
you.

Have a great summer and grill safely!

Doug DenBleyker is Chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department.
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TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Linda Howell
Treasurer -- Gary Dewey (through July 31)
Jim Johnson (starting Aug. 1)
Clerk — Amber Davis
Trustee — Jim Delaney
Trustee — Open (See Page 7)

PLANNING COMMISSION
Chair — Randy Becksvoort

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Jeremy Van Hoven

STAFF
Manager -- Al Meshkin
Community Development — Michelle Sall
Assessor -- Heather Jahr
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ALLEGAN COUNTY
Commissioner Jim Storey -- (616) 848-9767
Animal Control — (269) 673-0519
Clerk — (269) 673-0450
Treasurer — (269)-673-0260
Drain Commission — (269) 673-0440
Health Department — (269) 673-5411
Senior & Veteran Services — (877) 673-5333
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Representative (District 86) — Nancy DeBoer
(517) 373-0846
NancyDeBoer@house.mi.gov

Senator (District 31) — Roger Victory
(517) 373-6920
SenRVictory@senate.michigan.gov

HOURS: Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Treasurer’s Trove

Summer tax bills sent out,
payment due by Sept. 14

By Gary Dewey

| wish our national economy was as stable as Laketown!
We function extremely well with the management and tax
income we receive. Our financial reserves are within the
recommended range suggested by our accountants and
thanks to our budget process we are in good financial
shape.

Summer tax bills were sent the first week of July and
payment is due on/before Sept. 14, 2023. For residents in
the Hamilton School District, the school millage is levied
on the winter tax statement only.

We appreciate prompt payment and remember that
postmarks are not accepted as a valid payment date. We
are committed to providing kind, convenient, and efficient
service and offer payment options online and in person at
the township office.

Payment options

Payment may be made with American Express, Discover,
MasterCard, and Visa. Please note that our online service
provider Point & Pay charges a 3 percent convenience fee
for all debit/credit card transactions. You may also make
payment by electronic check which has a flat fee of $3 per
transaction up to $10,000, and $10 for transactions over
$10,000.

If you need a tax deferment or consideration of a hardship
exemption, applications are available on our website or at
the township office. Applications need to be filed annually
for each tax season. Hardship exemptions are granted by
the board of review. Please contact the office with any
questions.

Thankful for service

| am so thankful that | have been your public servant for
Laketown for 34 years and pray | have been a blessing. |
worked with many wonderful board members and
volunteers and have loved my involvement with residents.

We always need people to be involved and | encourage
each resident to get involved in making Laketown a
wonderful place to live for the future.

Gary Dewey is Laketown Township treasurer. His
resignation is effective July 31.



From the Assessor

Assessed, taxable
values different

By Heather Jahr

At present | am preparing the 2024 assessment roll.
Recently Allegan County released the preliminary
sales study the equalization department uses to
assure the year-to-year changes in total valuation of
each class of property reflect market valuation. The
sales study period utilized runs from April 1, 2021, to
March 31, 2023. These preliminary studies indicate a
13.8 percent increase in valuation of the residential
class for 2024.

Sales within Laketown have reduced in number, but
the sale price of properties that are sold continues to
indicate high desirability and market value. As sales of
properties occur in a time when valuation is increasing
it may be best to review how a sale, or transfer of
ownership, can affect a parcel’s taxes. First, a short
explanation of assessed value and taxable value.

The differences

Every parcel in Michigan on the ad valorem roll will
have an assessed and taxable value attributed to it.
The assessed value is meant to give an indication of
half a property’s market value and is adjusted annually
based on sales of similar properties without limit.

The taxable value of a parcel is limited (capped). It can
increase annually by the rate of inflation, as set by the
State of Michigan, or 5 percent whichever is less. This
limitation does not apply to value added to a parcel
due to the construction, or discovery of improvements
that have never been identified on the assessment roll.
Please note, it is the taxable value that is used to
calculate tax. The equation to calculate tax is as
follows: (Taxable value / 1,000) x millage rate.

The year following a non-exempt transfer of ownership
the taxable value is uncapped and raised to equal the

assessed value. The year following the uncapping the

taxable value is once again capped and the limitations
on increase are again in place.

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. To
contact her, call (616) 335-3050.

Holland Aquatic Center

Aquatic center offers
programs for everyone

Have you been to your newly expanded and
renovated Holland Aquatic Center? It's a busy
place, 550 Maple St., that is open year-round and
seven days a week for every age, every family!

Over 350,000 people visited the aquatic center in
the last year, and many are excited with the
transformation your tax dollars have provided to
support instructional, competitive, and community
recreation and wellness for our next generations.
The aquatic center now includes nine pools for all
ages and aquatics activities, a spacious new
fitness equipment area, 1/10th mile indoor walking
track, a splash zone and a warm zone.

HAC is focused on making sure children and
adults learn to be safe and confident in the water.
Over 5,000 children from the Holland area have
participated in swimming lessons at the aquatic
center during this past year. Approximately 3,500
of those children received free swim lessons as a
result of the HAC operational millage provided by
tax dollars from residents within the Holland Public
School District.

HAC offers a Resident Appreciation Day each
month that allows residents paying for operational
taxes to attend all daily activities for free one day
each month. Check out the website,
www.hollandaquatic.org to learn more.

Amanda Duimstra is general manager of the
Holland Aquatic Center. Jack Huisingh is
executive director of the Holland Aquatic Center.



Parks Commission

New signs, new member
and new 5-year plan

By Jeremy Van Hoven

Summertime is finally here! It's a great time to
get out and enjoy nature at its fullest.

New signs

The parks and recreation commission has
been working for the last two years on a sign
project for our parks that is in its final stages.
There will be two signs in each park.

The first sign will be a welcoming sign that will
include a brief history of the park, a map of
the trails leading through the park and any
rules.

The secondary sign will be within the park
and will include information and pictures
about the wildlife, plant life and ecosystems.

New member

Also this summer, we welcome a new
member, Brad Laninga. Brad will bring many
new talents to our group.

Five-year plan

This summer also brings a time that the parks
commission is working on our new five-year
plan. The plan is a necessary document
which needs to be published to outline our
long-term goals for our parks and to apply for
grants which help fund our parks projects.

Fill out survey

In this newsletter there is a survey that |
strongly encourage you to fill out and turn
back into the township so we can tabulate the
results and use that information to help us set
goals for the future of our parks and cement
them into the new five-year plan. | would also
encourage you to attend a parks commission
meeting and offer your ideas and insights.

Jeremy Van Hoven is chairperson of the
Laketown Township Parks and Recreation
Commission. He can be reached by calling
(616) 335-3050.

Outdoor Discovery Center,
Laketown team up for fun

Laketown Township partners with the Outdoor
Discovery Center for free programs throughout the
year.

Here are some upcoming events.

For information, visit outdoordiscovery.org or call
(616) 393-9453.

Blueberry Fields Forever
Huyser Farm Park, 4184 64th St.
11 a.m. to noon Wednesday, July 26

Learn about blueberries and how they have become
a West Michigan industry. Bring collection buckets to
take home some free blueberries from the u-pick,
organic blueberry patch. Sturdy shoes and insect
repellent encouraged.

Suggested age range: All ages. Guardians stay with
the class.

Frog Catching
Farview Park, 6257 138th Ave.
10-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 24

Families are invited to meet a naturalist at Farview
Park in search of amphibians, insects, and other
aquatic life. All collection tubs and dip nets will be
provided. Old shoes or boots that can go into the
water are recommended. No sandals or bare feet.

Suggested age range: 4 to 12 years old. Guardians
stay with the class.

Explore with Your Senses
Shore Acres, 6602 138th Ave.
4-5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7

Use all of your senses on this walk through Shore
Acres Township Park. Touch, feel, smell, see, and
taste your way along these dune trails with one of
our naturalists. Learn how you use your senses

differently than many of Michigan's native animals.

Suggested age range: 3 to 9 years old. Guardians
stay with the class.




From the Supervisor

Dewey dedicated to
service; Johnson
ready for new role

By Linda Howell

This month the board accepted the
resignation of Treasurer Gary Dewey
with gratitude for 34 years of service to
our township. Gary exemplifies the
personal traits of commitment,
dedication and — most of all — service.
He has never exhibited any motivation
other than doing what was right for the
township and its residents.

Personally, | want to acknowledge his
unwavering enthusiasm for Laketown
and his willingness to share his passion
to teach and help every person that
stepped up to serve by imparting to us
all that he knew about service and the
township through quiet, humble,
steadfast guidance. You made us all
better, Gary. Thank you for your service
and being a servant leader.

While Gary provided steady service as
our treasurer for years, Trustee Jim
Johnson is ready to take up the
challenge. Jim, who was appointed to be
our new treasurer, already has 8 years
of service to the township on his
resume. Starting on the parks
commission and then moving on to
planning commission and trustee, Jim
has worked through the budget process
many times, regularly reviews the
township finances, and is a forward-
thinker — planning ahead for future
needs and likely expenses.

With Jim Johnson moving to the office of
treasurer, the board needs to fill a
trustee slot. Please see the posting in
this newsletter and on the website to
submit an application if you are
interested. The deadline is Aug. 4.

Linda Howell is Laketown Township
Supervisor. She can be reached at (616)
335-3050.

Trustee position open

Laketown Township is looking for a new township board
trustee.

Applications for the trustee position should be submitted by
5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 4, at the township office, 4338 Beeline
Road or via email at office@laketowntwp.org. An
application form is available at laketowntwp.org under
“Boards & Commissions” and scroll to the bottom of the
page for the link. A letter of interest and/or a resume is also
recommended.

An applicant must be a resident of the township and a
registered voter.

The board will choose the new trustee by Sept. 13. The
person will serve through the November 2024 election.

The Laketown Township board meets twice a month—a 5
p-m. workshop on the first Wednesday and the 6 p.m.
regular meeting on the second Wednesday of the month.

A trustee is paid $5,000 a year.
|

Continued from Page 1

“It's time to reduce my community commitments to spend
more time with family and take care of my health.

“I must say, it's been a pleasure to serve,” he told his fellow
board members.

The board on July 12 appointed Jim Johnson, a current
trustee, as treasurer effective Aug. 1. The board is now
seeking a replacement for the trustee position.

Dewey grew up in Wayland and attended Michigan State
University. In 1974, he accepted a position as a science
teacher at Holland Chrisitan where he worked for 35 years,
including time as a middle school principal.

Dewey was an election worker then served on the
Laketown Township Parks Commission from 1988 through
1991, and in 1992, won election to the township board
where he has served until his resignation. He’s also served
on the zoning board of appeals and planning commission.

Though Dewey is stepping aside from the township board,
he will remain active, serving as the township
representative to the Herrick District Library Board, the
Graafschap Fire Department Board and the Macatawa
Area Coordinating Council Community Enhancement
Program that allocates grants to support local projects.

“As long as the board wants me to serve, I'll serve,” he
said.
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STEM programs available at library this summer

By Andrea Goodell

Kids, teens and adults can learn all about science,
technology, engineering and math — STEM —
this summer at Herrick District Library.

Tops and Bottoms Preschool Storytime will
help little ones explore the functions and parts of
plants. After a story time, kids will get to plant their
own seed in a living necklace that they can wear
and watch grow. The event is 9:30-10:30 a.m.,
Thursday, July 27 at Herrick District Library North
Branch, 155 Riley St.

Kids 6-12 years old will unleash their inner STEM-
adventurers and explore a variety of puzzles,
games, technology and activities during Choose

Your STEM Adventure for Kids, 2-3 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 3, at the North Branch.

Tweens will be able to make their own glow-in-
the-dark bath bombs at the Herrick District
Library North Branch, 2-4 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 15.
This drop-in event is for 9- to 12-year-olds.

Herrick District Library also has science-based
events for adults such as the Understanding
Modern Electronics series. Semiconductors —
the Miracle Material will be Aug. 22. Register at
herrickdl.org/events.

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate
at Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The
library can be reached at (616) 355-3100.



