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Parks Commission

Signs highlight
unlque features

New signs at the township parks were installed over
the summer. This one is at Farview Park.

By Jeremy Van Hoven

It's hard to believe that it's
now fall, and summer has
ended what seemed like so
abruptly. Though one
season is winding down and
a new one is beginning, |
cannot help but look forward
to the change of the season
and the beauty that fall
brings with all the colors

Please see PARKS, Page 2

Thank You!

Patty Meyer
donated her time
and expertise to
research and
design all of these
informational and
welcoming signs.

We appreciate your
great work!

Felt Estate

Ellzabeth McEwen stands in
front of the Felt Mansion.

New leader at the
Felt on the job

The new executive director of the Felt
Estate is putting her skills with
nonprofits to work for the historic
facility.

Elizabeth A. McEwen started her new
full-time role in September that opened
after the retirement of Executive
Director Patty Meyer.

“This is a unique time in the history of
the estate. | am excited to leverage the
skills I've gained throughout my
nonprofit career to help the Felt Estate
transition into its next phase of growth,”
McEwen said.

Meyer was pleased with the selection.

Please see MANSION, Page 2



Joe Geurink,
assistant nursery
manager at Alpha

Nurseries, 3737
65t St. in
Laketown

Township, cuts

invasive autumn
olive at Farview

Park, 6257 138"

Ave., on Aug. 18.

Parks: continued from Page 1

and smells and the welcomed break from the heat.

Some of the activities in the parks may be coming to a close, but a new
season of exploration is beginning. It's a time that | love to go on walks
with my wife Amanda to all of the different parks trails, climb to the top
of the beach park stairs and see the fall colors in their glorious splendor
and capture the last of the warm breezes.

Parks signs

This fall also brings a close to a project that started a couple of years
ago with updating our parks signage. The first wave of signs has been
installed in all of our parks. These are informational signs which give an
excellent overview of the plant and animal species which inhabit that
particular park.

In the next six to eight weeks, we will be receiving and, weather
permitting, installing the final wave of signs in our parks. The signs will
be the welcoming signs which will display trails (with a map), a brief
historical overview, photographs and finally any rules/suggestions that
would be applicable to the park.

Five-year plan

We will be finally wrapping up our five-year plan, taking in all of the
wonderful comments received at our monthly meetings, meet-and-
greet sessions and surveys. | want to thank each and every one who
took the time to attend and speak and also those who filled out our
survey, which | believe was a big success with 205 responses!

A special thanks to one of our parks commission members, Anne
Brand, who compiled all the information and put it into statistical data
that we will be able to use in our five-year plan and for setting goals.

Invasive species

| wanted to personally thank Jeff Busscher, Joe Geurink and the crew
from Alpha Nurseries (right here in Laketown) for their generous
donation of time, equipment, expertise and hard labor to clean out a
massive amount of autumn olive, an invasive species, that was
overtaking a huge area in Farview Park. Work like this continues to
make our parks natural and beautiful. Thank you!

Jeremy Van Hoven is chairperson of the Laketown Township Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Mansion

Continued from Page 1

“Beth has proven herself to
be a capable and
knowledgeable leader. I'm
so happy to know that the
Felt Estate — my baby — will
be in good hands during this
next phase of its life. Beth
will be a great asset to the
estate,” Meyer said.

Experience

McEwen was Ottawa County
Program Manager for Girls
on the Run West Michigan
where she’s been since
2017. She was project
coordinator at Grand Rapids
Opportunities for Women,
client services liaison with
Paws with a Cause in
Wayland and monthly
contributing writer for
Women'’s Lifestyle
Magazine.

“I'm so excited for the all the
possibilities and will certainly
be connecting with the
community in the coming
months to seek out
opportunities to grow our
program options,” she said.

The building is at 6597 138th
Ave.

More about McEwen

McEwen has been hiking the
lakeshore area for years and
watched as the mansion
restoration took place.

“I have always admired the
grounds but was never
inside the mansion or
carriage house until this
year’s summer concert
series. The estate really is
such alocal gem, | can’t
believe | hadn'’t explored it
sooner!”




Graafschap Fire Department

Research backs new truck purchase

By Doug DenBleyker

Welcome to fall, the time of burning leaves and
calls to the fire department about burning leaves.

For most of this year the fire department has been
researching and gathering information to help us
make an informed decision on the purchase of a
new pumper/tanker truck.

A few things we looked at were growth, staffing
levels and future needs of the department and
townships. Earlier this year we sent bid specs out
to five vendors, three of which returned proposals.

Approval for pumper/tanker

In September the fire board voted, approved and
recommended approval to the townships of
Fillmore and Laketown to purchase a
pumper/tanker with a price not to exceed
$600,000. The township boards approved the
purchase at their September board meetings. The
current pumper/tanker that was purchased in 1992
will be moved to reserve status when the new one
arrives in May 2025.

Nearly 75 percent of the area we cover does not
have water infrastructure, where the fire
department would draw water from a fire hydrant.
Because of this we need to haul water in trucks
from a water supply to a fire scene.

Fire department command staff reviewed the three
proposals we received and selected Spencer
Manufacturing from South Haven to build our new
pumper/tanker. Spencer is the same company that
built our current 1992 pumper/tanker which has
served us exceptionally well for 30-plus years.

More township information
Website: www.laketowntwp.org
Facebook, Instagram, Threads
Call: (616) 335-3050
Email: office@laketowntwp.org

E-Newsletter: Coming soon!
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Graafschap Fire Department Captain Tom
Dykstra and Don Dickinson, volunteer from
Third Coast Community Church, knock on a
door at the Shangrai La Mobile Home
Community on Saturday, Sept. 23.

Smoke detectors

We recently conducted a smoke alarm blitz in two
neighborhoods and received help from Third
Coast Community Church and Saugatuck
Township Fire District. We entered 41 homes
where we installed 121 smoke alarms and 30
carbon monoxide alarms.

Burn permits

As you clean your yards this fall, please remember
to call for a burn permit. If you live in a subdivision
or where homes are located close to each other,
permits will only be issued on odd number days.

You may call the fire station at (616) 396-4060 or
the township hall during business hours at (616)
335-3050.

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department serving Laketown Township and part
of Fillmore Township.

Fire safety tips for the
kitchen!

See Page 4




Page 4

Township Contacts

OFFICE: (616) 335-3050

HOURS: Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. — 5 p.m.

4338 Beeline Road, Holland, MI 49423
www.laketowntwp.org

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Linda Howell
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson
Clerk — Amber Davis
Trustee — Jim Delaney
Trustee — Patrick Dietrich

PLANNING COMMISSION
Chair — Randy Becksvoort

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Jeremy Van Hoven

STAFF
Manager -- Al Meshkin
Community Development — Michelle Sall
Assessor -- Heather Jahr
Deputy Clerk -- Jenifer French
Deputy Treasurer — Charlene Fields
Admin. Assistant/Finance — Amy Scholten
Maintenance/Facilities — Brett Grams
Public Information Coordinator — Jim Hayden

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker (616) 396-4060

INSPECTORS
Building — Chad Warden (616) 344-1014
Mechanical/Plumbing -- Bob Modreske
(616) 477-4940
Electrical -- Gordon Bosch (616) 396-1448

ALLEGAN COUNTY
Commissioner Jim Storey -- (616) 848-9767
Animal Control — (269) 673-0519
Clerk — (269) 673-0450
Treasurer — (269)-673-0260
Drain Commission — (269) 673-0440
Health Department — (269) 673-5411
Senior & Veteran Services — (877) 673-5333

STATE OFFICIALS
Representative (District 86) — Nancy DeBoer
(517) 373-0846
NancyDeBoer@house.mi.gov

Senator (District 31) — Roger Victory
(517) 373-6920
SenRVictory@senate.michigan.gov

Graafschap Fire Department
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Emily VanAtta of the Red Cross prepares to draw
blood from Adam Cook on Aug. 31 at Graafschap
Fire Department station. The next blood drive is 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 30. For more information, visit
redcrossblood.org.

Cooking cause of many fires

Fire prevention week was Oct. 8-14, and the following
information is from the National Fire Protection Association
website www.nfpa.org.

The theme for Fire Prevention Week 2023 was “Cooking
safety starts with you! Pay attention to fire prevention.”

According to NFPA, cooking is the main cause of home
fires. Nearly half of all home fires involve cooking
equipment. Cooking tops the list of home fire injuries.
Unattended cooking stands out as the leading cause of
home cooking fires and related fatalities.

Safety

Several cooking safety messages support this year’s
theme. These include close monitoring of cooking activities,
especially for foods with longer cooking times. Setting a
timer can aid in careful observation.

Clearing the cooking area of combustible items is crucial.
Items that can burn, such as dish towels, oven mitts, food
packaging, and paper towels should be kept away.

Moreover, turning pot handles toward the back of the stove
and keeping a lid nearby is recommended.

In case a small grease fire starts, sliding the lid over the
pan and turning off the burner can help.

Finally, creating a “kid- and pet-free zone” of at least one
meter around the cooking area and other areas where hot
food or drink is prepared or carried, is advised.



Treasurer’s Trove

96 percent
of taxes in
on time

Winter tax bills
will be mailed in
December

By Jim Johnson
Greetings, Laketown Township residents!

I’'m proud to be your new treasurer replacing long-
time Treasurer Gary Dewey. Gary retired from the
treasurer role at the end of July after many years of
loyal service.

Deputy treasurer

I’'m thrilled to report that our long-time and very
capable Deputy Treasurer Charlene Fields agreed to
stay on as my deputy serving the township. Charlene
has many years of experience working with taxes for
the township and really does the heavy lifting in
terms of collecting the summer and winter taxes and
skillfully calculating and distributing the tax funds to
each of the school districts and agencies that are
funded by our property taxes.

Tax collection

A special thank you to all of you who got your tax
payments in by the Sept. 14 due date. We received
the majority of your tax payments by mail, however
many of you dropped them off at our township hall
and | was fortunate to be able to meet and greet
some of you when you dropped off your payment on
Sept. 14. We received approximately 96 percent of
the taxes due on time, which is great. We expect the
rest of the summer tax receipts to arrive in the
coming days and weeks. As a reminder, additional
charges of interest are added to late tax payments.

Winter tax bills will be mailed out the first week of
December and are due Feb. 14, 2024.

Jim Johnson is Laketown Township treasurer. He
can be reached at Jim@laketowntwp.org.

From the Assessor

Assessment cycle
underway, board of
review times set

By Heather Jahr

The assessment cycle is well underway
throughout Michigan. This cycle requires
cooperation between assessors and county
equalization departments. Data sharing
such as processing and verification of
sales, parcel review, development of land
values, and development of economic
conditioning factors are essential to assure
sound valuation.

One of the most important interactions
between local unit assessors and county
equalization departments is the
development of annual sales and appraisal
studies. These studies, carried out by the
county equalization department, indicate to
assessors the value that will need to be
added to or removed from each class of
property.

Residential Class sales

Allegan County has released the
provisional Residential Class sales study.
This study indicates an approximate 15.8
percent increase in value for the
Residential Class on the 2024 assessment
roll. Please keep in mind that assessed
value is meant to reflect 50 percent of true
cash value and is adjusted annually based
on sales.

Taxes are based on the taxable value of a
parcel which is adjusted annually based on
the rate of inflation or 5 percent, whichever
is less. Taxable value may increase
beyond the rate of inflation, or 5 percent, if
the property has transferred ownership in
the previous year or if
structures/improvements are built or
discovered on the parcel.

Please see ASSESS, Page 6




DAY OF CARING: Volunteers from
Perrigo Co. paint Laketown Township’s
Old Township Hall, 6280 142" Ave., on
Sept. 28 as part of the annual Day of
Caring for the United Way of Ottawa
and Allegan Counties.

ASSeSS: continued from Page 5

The inflation rate determined for the 2023
assessment roll was 7.9 percent. Because
this rate was greater than the 5 percent
limit, the inflation rate applied to all parcels
taxable values was 5 percent. Inflation has
cooled throughout the year and projections
for the inflation rate applied to the 2024
assessment roll are just below 5 percent.

Board of review

The tentative meeting date and time of the
December Board of Review is Dec. 12, at 9
a.m. at the Laketown Township Hall, 4338
Beeline Road.

December Board of Review meets to hear
and make determinations regarding
disabled veteran exemptions, poverty
exemptions, qualified agricultural
exemptions, eligible developmental
property exemptions, qualified forest
exemptions and qualified errors as defined
in MCL 211.53b(6).

If you have any questions regarding an
appeal to the December Board of Review,
or any other assessment matters, please
contact me at (616) 335-3050 or
heather@laketowntwp.org.

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township
assessor.

Holland Aquatic Center

-~ Campaigns

. helping raise
! funds, support
programs

By Sara Giesler

The Holland Aquatic Center is always grateful for
taxpayer support, and as proven by the millage renewal
vote in May 2023, Holland Public School District voters
value HAC, too. More than 75 percent of those who
voted approved HAC's recent millage request.

While taxpayer support funds a little more than 50
percent of its annual budget, a significant portion of
which supports the Swim School program, HAC is also
grateful for funding that comes from donations made to
the HAC Foundation. Two current campaigns -- Brick-by-
Brick and Bryan’s Big Swim -- are respectively providing
“scholarship” assistance for memberships and small-
group swim lessons for kids.

The Brick-by-Brick Campaign, launched in fall 2022
and continuing until fall 2024, allows HAC supporters to
purchase an individualized brick that is then installed in
four pods on HAC grounds. To date, the Brick-by-Brick
Campaign has raised over $27,000.

Bryan’s Big Swim campaign, launched in summer 2023
and continuing until summer 2025, is an endeavor
featuring the open-water swimming efforts of Dr. Bryan
Huffman, a Holland resident and HAC member. Huffman
is attempting to swim across all five Great Lakes and
complete the Triple Crown of open-water swimming
(English Channel, Catalina Channel in California, The 20
Bridges Swim in New York) over the next three
summers. His goal is to raise awareness of water safety
and to make HAC swim lessons accessible for all
children by fundraising $50,000 in 2023 alone. To date,
Bryan’s Big Swims has raised over $36,800.

To learn more about these campaigns, go to:
hollandaquatic.org/about/foundation.

Sara Giesler is the Laketown Township representative on
the Holland Aquatic Center Board of Directors.



From the Supervisor

Renewal is year-round process we do together

By Linda Howell

They say that spring is a time for renewal, but |
think that renewal has no season; the time for it
is always now. The challenge of constant
renewal is to do it well.

One situation where we have managed renewal
well is in welcoming a new treasurer and a new
trustee to our board. When our long-time
Treasurer Gary Dewey retired, it triggered not
one but two changes. Trustee Jim Johnson
stepped from his trustee position into the
treasurer role and, after receiving more than a
dozen applications, Patrick Dietrich was selected
to fill the trustee vacancy created by Jim
Johnson’s move to treasurer. | want to publicly
thank Gary for his years of service and to both
Jim and Patrick for their willingness to serve
going forward.

Planning for road work

This week we started planning for road work that
will happen next summer. The main road
projects, subject to final approval and acceptable
bids next spring, will be repaving 145th Avenue
from 60th Street to 66th Street, and resurfacing
61st Street from 147th Avenue north to the city
limits. This work is paid for with the Roads, Fire
Drains, and Bike Path millage passed by our
voters.

Along with the road work in Laketown, road work
on a larger scale is planned through the MACC,
the local metropolitan planning organization or
MPO, of which Laketown is a member. The
MACC — Macatawa Area Coordinating Council --
includes both Ottawa and Allegan counties and
the townships and cities from Port Sheldon and
Olive townships on the north to Laketown and
Fillmore on the south to Zeeland on the east.

| attend the MACC Policy Board meetings. At the
most recent meeting we discussed transportation
and road work for the MACC area and the
updated long-range planning document was
approved. While any planning document that
extends out to the year 2050 will obviously be
amended multiple times as the years come and
go, having a long-range plan like this developed

The Laketown Township board: Front (I to r)
Treasurer Jim Johnson, Supervisor Linda
Howell. Back (I to r) Trustee Patrick Dietrich,
Clerk Amber Davis, Trustee Jim Delaney.

shows the forethought and cooperation among
municipal neighbors that is required to keep our
infrastructure in good shape. Funding for these
projects comes from various programs of the
state and federal governments. Laketown does
have multiple projects on this list including the
next rehabilitation/resurfacing of 64th Street from
Blue Star Highway to 32nd Street. It is on the list
for some time between 2035 and 2040.

The advance planning and inter-governmental
cooperation shown between members of the
MACC that are, to an extent, in competition with
each other for funding, is renewal done well.

Working together

As we look back at the highlights of this year and
look forward to the holiday season, | hope that
we all will find enjoyment, contentment, and will
realize that our community is truly special. We
may not always agree. We may agree to
disagree. But so long as we remember that
civility is the art and act of caring for others, we
will succeed at our constant state of renewal, and
we will do it well and do it together.

Linda Howell is Laketown Township supervisor.
She can be reached at Linda@laketowntwp.org.
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Public input shaped ongoing library renovations

By Andrea Goodell

Artist renderings of Herrick District Library
renovations released recently show more study
rooms, an imaginative play structure modeled on
Windmill Island Gardens, a cozy reading area with
a fireplace and improved spaces for the library’s
Lego Lab and digital media lab and maker space
Groundworks. The renovation is being done in
three phases, with the first phase estimated to be
complete by December.

“Public input shaped a lot of the features that have
become a part of the library renovation design —
a children’s play feature, more study rooms, a
quiet reading room, improved classroom space, a
larger and more visible space for Groundworks,

our digital learning lab,” Director Diane Kooiker
said.

The main library will remain open during the
renovations, but collections are being moved to
make room for the updates. Patrons can look for
signs inside the building or ask staff members if
they can’t find familiar items.

Twenty-five years after the main library’s initial
expansion project, infrastructure needs some
updates. Repairing a leaking roof is a major
component of the budget.

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate
at Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The
library can be reached at (616) 355-3100.



