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Celebrating Veteran's Day

Army Flight Instructor accrues 54 years of service

By Gari Voss

It took 33 years of active
service in the Army then
another 20+ years as a
Department of the Army
civilian helicopter flight
instructor before Rodney
L. “Sande” Sangsland d
cided it was time to retire.

As was reported during

is retirement celebration,

are unnnluhed b) the
instructors around him
and serves as a standard
to emulate at all levels of
flight training. Sande is a
foundational asset to the
members of Foxtrot Com-

pany, 1-212th Aviation
Regiment, 110th Aviation
Brigade, the Aviation Cen-

Jesslyn F. Clark, com-
mander of Company F, st
Battalion, 212th Aviation
Regiment.

The Sangsland family
emulated the epitome of
1amlly life and military
service. Being born at the
beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, Sangsland’s parents
grew through World War
I, the Great Depression,
then World War II. Many
of Sande’s older broth-
ers served in the military
through World War I1, Viet
Nam and/or Korea.

It was the nagging desire
to give to a body of the
whole and not to self
that dogged Sande as he
slogged through college.

In the late 1960s as Viet
Nam was in the news with

sit-ins and love-ins that he
made a life-changing deci-
sion. “I’ll go do something
for my country.” And that

he did.

Many young men were
joining a branch of the
military either by choice or
by draft. By 1969, Sang-
sland was an infantryman
in the U.S. Army. After
completing Basic Training,
Airborne Infantry, AIT,
Airborne school then at-
tending the Special Forces
Qualification Course,
Sangsland was a light and
heavy weapons specialist.
That was just the begin-
ning.

Sangsland found that

he had a proficiency for
language, and picked up
Gireek, Thai and Span-
ish. Special Forces and
language landed him in
Greece as a Spanish Air-
borne instructor. This was
the late 1970s and was just
part of Sande’s military
experiences with travel
that created special friend-
ships. At one point, Sande
quipped that maybe skiing
Mount Olympus in Greece
and being at 12,000 feet
where Zeus lived enchant-
ed him to reenlist.

“This [the Golden
Knights] was another won-
derful job, probably the
best job an enlisted person
can have,” Sangsland was
reported sharing. “The
team was extremely pro-
fessional, you had to have
a spotless record — you
represented the Army and
had to be cordial. Tt was all

Rodney Sangsland entered the Army in 1969 because he
wanted to make a difference, and he never looked back. He
completed 54 years with the Army in active duty and as a

civilian instructor.

Colombia. He also served
in support of “Plan Colom-
bia” to combat drug cartels
and insurgent groups.

In addition, Sangsland
took a tour at Fort Kobe,
Canal Zone, Republic
of Panama in 1989. As
Standardization Officer, he
implemented the Army’s

Commander SFOR, com-
mander stabilization force
support (NATO operation).
This required establishing
operations in Sarajevo and
maintaining a split-based
standardization program
between the Central Re-
gion and Sarajevo during
Operation Joint Endeavor.

In 1998, Sangsland
returned to Fort Novosel as
the Director of Evaluation
and Standardization (DES),
became the UH-60 Branch
Chief and was promoted
to CW5 while working to
improve Army Aviation.
He represented the Center
for Army Lessons Learned
both in Albania and Koso-
vo.

Sangsland stepped into
Army “retirement” but did
not leave military service
far behind. He became an
Army civilian at 1-212th
in various roles which
included deputy standard-
ization officer, instructor
pilot, instrument examiner
and standardization pilot
for Flight School XXI.

Serving in the military
and being on the move can
be difficult for a family,
but Sangsland acknowl-
edged the support of his
loving family throughout
his federal service and
the decisions made. His
daughter Becky shared that
no matter how he excelled
m thc military, he was “just

ln arecent Facebook
entry, ddughtu Jes
shared, “How do you sum
up an entire lifetime of
service, a career longer
than my own time on
carth — over half a cen-
tury dedicated to making
this country, this world,
a better place? A career
dedicated to making the
Army better and our pilots
safer. I remember the first

W see Sangsland, Page A10
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Ammo ads to barn fireworks show

By ScoTT SULLIVAN
Eprror

A quiet country night in
Laketown Township burst
into flames, explosions,
emergency lights every-
where late Friday into
early Saturday.

“It was a barn fire,”
Graafschap Fire Chief
Doug DenBleyker said,
near the 140th Ave-
nue/63rd Street corner.
“Guy had a lot of ammo
stored there.

“Someone reported heli-
copters? Nope,” he said.

Neighbor fire depart-

ments from Saugatuck,
Ganges, Hamilton, Overi-
sel and Park townships
sent trained crews and
tankers, as there are no
hydrants there, to assist.
Saugatuck furnished
blaze photography, a
valuable teaching tool, by
Erin Wilkinson as shown
here; plus IT director Erik
Kirchert’s more-detailed
post account, shared with
The Commercial Record.
First reports, he said,
were of a house burst into
flames with two large ex-
plosions. The lead officer
on scene radioed a large
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outbuilding was involved,
with home nearby spared
of damage.

“The homeowner,” said
Kirchert, “stated roughly
30 pounds of black pow-
der ammunition was in
the barn.”

The blaze, he went on,
was under control by 1
a.m. and overhaul began.
Consumers Energy and
Semco reps arrived to
shut off utilities. AMR
Ambulance Holland fur-
nished medical standby.

All fire crews had
cleared sight by 3 a.m.,
Kirchert said.

Do you
need
help?
Write Us!

It’s tim in for this
newspaper’s annual Christmas
Wish program. In the next few
weeks we are asking readers
that find themselves or their
family in a dire situation to
write us and in detail, tell
us what you or your family
would like to make Christmas
a happy occasion.

Inflation has caused a fi-
nancial burden for many local
families. The price of living
essentials such as eggs, brez
gas efc. have put huge dents
in our pocketbooks. More
and more familics are secking
financial help to simply feed
and house their loved ones.

That’s where this news-
paper, with the help of area
businesses and more fortunate
individuals step forward. As
we have in year’s past (actu-
ally 10 years and counting)
Wilcox Newspapers provides
monetary donations for those
we deem in need.

If you need help we ask
that you write a letter (o us
explaining exactly why. We
prefer you email the letter to
wilcoxnewspapers(@gmail.
but if you don’t have
ss to email you can write:
if in Allegan or Van Buren
counties to the Allegan County
News or Courier Leader, at PO
Box 189, Allegan MI 49010
or if you are in Clare, Isabella,
Osceola or Missaukee counties
you can write the Clare Coun-
ty Review or Marion Press at
135 N. McEwan, Clare, MI
48617.

Be specific when you write
the letter. Tell us why you are
experiencing a hardship. Tell
us how many children are
affected. Do not write us if
you are outside our circulation
area. We are here to help those
in the counties we serve.
soon as you see this, write
us. Don’t wait until the last
minute. Deadline to receive
letters is December 2, so don’t
procrastinate.

We in turn will take the best
letters to area businesses, who
will provide money and dona-
tions to see that your Christ-
mas Wish is fulfilled. We have
literally helped hundreds of
families in past years. Last
year alone, we gathered over
$20,000 in cash and gifts to
help over 70 families.

Interestingly cnough we
had a couple donors provide
$1,000 to help disadvantaged
families. In one instance I was
vacuuming our new offices
when T came upon an envelope
lying on the floor. I opened
the envelope to find ten $100
bills. An anonymous person
had simply thrown the money
in to our office without anyone
having seen him or her.

Another person sent $2000.
Three others sent $1000. For a
closet Scrooge, like myself, T
couldn’t believe the generosity
of some of our businesspeople
and more well-to-do residents
in this area. The adage “we
take care of our own” certainly
applies to this area.

Certainly we expect to con-
tinue that tradition of giving
again this year. We have set a
lofty goal of helping at least
100 local families this Christ-
mas. Thus if you legitimately
need help, and I stress LEGIT-
IMATELY, write us a letter.
All you have to do is write or
email to the addresses above.

Mike Wilcox
Publisher
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