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See VOTE, Page 7

More spaces open at Gibson Cemetery

Four additional sections for burials at Gibson Cemetery, 6487 138t
Ave., have been completed which include an additional 72 plots. This

spring, additional plots will be available. Laketown Township residents,

who qualify as a resident/taxpayer may purchase two lots per
household at $100 per lot.

Please see CEMETERY, Page 7

Treasurer

Jim Johnson

Township
gets small
piece of

total taxes

By Jim Johnson
Happy New Year, friends!

I'm pleased to report that
our township’s finances are
in fine shape, and we
remain committed to being
good stewards of your tax
dollars (those dollars we
have control over).

| thought you might find it
interesting to know that our
township receives tax
revenue to fund our

Please see TAX, Page 2




Assessor

Keep an
eye open
for latest
notice

By Heather Jahr

Tax Day for 2024 was Dec. 31, 2023. Valuation is
intended to be based on how a property physically
existed on Tax Day for 2024 tax billings. Watch for
the 2024 Notice of Assessment which is mailed out
in mid-February. This document will indicate to
owners the change in valuation applied to a parcel
for 2024 as well as instructions on how to appeal the
2024 valuation at the March Board of Review.

The March Board of Review is the annual meeting
at which residential property valuation can be
appealed. Tentative dates are March 11-12.

Inflation figures

All parcels valued on the ad valorem (“at value”) roll
will have the capped value annually adjusted by the
rate of inflation or 5 percent, whichever is less. The
Michigan State Tax Commission has determined
annual inflation for 2024 at 5.1 percent. Therefore, 5
percent will be used as the rate of inflation in the
2024 capped value formula.

The capped value formula for 2024 is as follows:

2024 Capped Value = (2023 Taxable Value —
Losses) x 1.05 + Additions

Disabled Veterans Exemption

Disabled veterans and surviving spouses should be
aware of the changes to the Disabled Veterans
Exemption that occurred with the passing of 2023
Senate Bills 364, 330, and 176. Disabled veterans
and surviving spouses are encouraged to review the
language.

Mailing address

Property owners should make sure an appropriate
mailing address is on file with Laketown Township.
A property owner may change their mailing address
by submitting a written request to the assessor.

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. She
can be reached at heather@laketowntwp.org.

Tax: continued from Page 1

operations only once a year from the winter
taxes that are due Feb. 14. This means that we
need to stretch those dollars for the entire year
so that we can still have money in our accounts
to pay our bills at the end of the year.

Township operations

Another fun fact is that the township receives
only about 4 to 5 percent of the total taxes you
pay for township operations.

| encourage you to visit our website and click on
“Taxes” and you’ll see a pie chart showing a
breakdown of where your tax dollars go. The
vast majority of your property taxes go to your
local school district and to the county for their
various operations.

If you look at your winter tax bill detail, you'll see
a line labeled “TWP OP” — that is 1 mill of your
total tax bill, and only levied on the winter bill.
You will not find this line on your summer tax
bill.

Also of interest is that for those of us in the
Holland School District portion of the township,
we pay almost the same amount for the Holland
Aquatic Center (0.9852 mill) as we do for our
township operating assessment (1 mill). For
those of us who pay the aquatic center taxes,
that levy is based on voted approved millages
that are broken down by 0.4752 mill for “Pool
Operating” and 0.51 mill for “Pool Debt.”

Budget process

Finally, | wanted to share that we are just getting
into our annual budget process and your board
has had a first look at a draft budget for the next
fiscal year which runs April 1, 2024, to March
31, 2025.

The initial budget recommendations are
encouraging for the ongoing financial health of
the township. We'll be refining the 2024 -25
budget over the coming weeks so that we have
it in place prior to April 1.

For those of you who come to the township
offices to drop off your tax checks on Feb. 14, |
look forward to seeing you then!

Jim Johnson is Laketown Township treasurer.
He can be reached at Jim@Jaketowntwp.org.




Graafschap Fire Department

Medical calls drop, fire calls up in 2023

By Doug DenBleyker

As we close out 2023, | would like to share some
statistics from the past year.

The Graafschap Fire Department has seen a year-
over-year increase in call volume for the last 13
years, but for 2023 we had a reduction in calls.

The following are some highlights from 2023:

B We ended the year with a total of 774 calls
for service, this is a 13 percent decrease
over 2022.

B There were 525 calls in Laketown
Township, 179 calls in Fillmore Township.
We assisted other fire departments 70 times
and had assistance from others 44 times.

B The reduction in calls for 2023 was in
medical calls, and we had a slight increase
of 39 fire calls. Laketown had a decrease of
88 total calls and Fillmore had a decrease
of 32 total calls.

Staffing, specifically the ability to find and hire paid-
on-call firefighters, continues to be an issue for
Graafschap Fire Department and many fire
departments in the nation. Fire department staff and
the fire board will be discussing in the next few
months options for staffing and equipment needs.

Parks Commission

We had one firefighter retire in 2023 and ended
the year hiring one paid-on-call firefighter, Jacob
Infante. Jacob has no prior training and starts the
fire academy this month.

The department currently has a roster of 16.
Ideally, we should be closer to 23.

Winter safety

Do you have carbon monoxide alarms in your
home? If you do not or the alarms are older than 7
years old, they need to be replaced. If you need
help checking the dates on the alarms or cannot
afford new alarms, reach out to us at (616) 396-
4060. We would be happy to stop and make sure
you have what you need.

If you are using alternative heating sources to heat
your home this winter, please make sure that they
are designed for that purpose. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Have a safe and happy New Year.

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department serving Laketown Township and part
of Fillmore Township. He can be reached at (616)
396-4060.

Changes in seasons, changes in parks commission

By Brad Laninga

I've come to enjoy our season changes here in West
Michigan and really enjoy how our parks in Laketown
take on different looks with each of these changes.

Commissioner to chairperson

It has been just six months since | was appointed to
complete a term on the parks commission and never

imagined | would find myself in the chair’s seat at this

point. | want to take a moment to thank Jeremy Van
Hoven for his time serving on the board and as the

Please see PARKS, Page 6

2l YA
Laketown Township Deputy Clerk Jenifer
French swears in Tom Hoekman on Jan. 15 as a
member of the parks commission.



Township Contacts

OFFICE: (616) 335-3050

HOURS: Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m. — 5 p.m.

4338 Beeline Road, Holland, Ml 49423
www.laketowntwp.org

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Linda Howell
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson
Clerk — Amber Davis
Trustee — Jim Delaney
Trustee — Patrick Dietrich

PLANNING COMMISSION
Vice Chair — Richard Becker

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Brad Laninga

STAFF

Manager -- Al Meshkin
Community Development — Michelle Sall
Assessor -- Heather Jahr
Deputy Clerk -- Jenifer French

Assistant — Zoey Hallam
Deputy Treasurer — Charlene Fields

Admin Assistant — Christina Foraker
Admin. Assistant/Finance — Amy Scholten
Maintenance/Facilities — Brett Grams
Public Information Coordinator — Jim Hayden

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker (616) 396-4060

INSPECTORS
Building — Chad Warden (616) 344-1014
Mechanical/Plumbing -- Bob Modreske
(616) 477-4940
Electrical — Jeff Nyboer (616) 610-2897
ALLEGAN COUNTY
Commissioner Jim Storey -- (616) 848-9767
Animal Control — (269) 673-0519
Clerk — (269) 673-0450
Treasurer — (269)-673-0260
Drain Commission — (269) 673-0440
Health Department — (269) 673-5411
Road Commission — (269) 673-2184
Senior & Veteran Services — (877) 673-5333
STATE OFFICIALS
Representative (District 86) — Nancy DeBoer
(517) 373-0846
NancyDeBoer@house.mi.gov

Senator (District 31) — Roger Victory
(517) 373-6920
SenRVictory@senate.michigan.gov

Holland Aquatic Center

New representative on board

By Eva Dean Folkert

As 2023 ended, Holland Aquatic Center bid farewell to
Laketown resident Sara Giesler, whose time as a HAC
Board of Directors member concluded after 15 years in
December 2023. Giesler most recently served as board
chair, a role she held for nine years. In that capacity, she
helped set strategic planning, conducted fundraising, and
guided aquatic center leaders during the facility’s two-and-
a-half-year, $26.3 million expansion and renovation project.

Colleen Hill has recently been appointed as Laketown’s
next board representative. Hill has been a resident of the
township for more than 14 years and is familiar with the
center’s operations. Both of her children, ages 13 and 11,
have been Swim School and MLA Swim Team participants.

“Having visited other facilities across the state and beyond,
| firmly believe that our community is fortunate to have one
of the most state-of-the-art aquatic centers,” said Hill, who
is a vice president for development and donor services at
the Community Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland Area.
“In a waterfront town like ours, swimming skills and safety
are of utmost importance. Additionally, the center’s
amenities, such as the Splash Zone and fitness equipment,
have provided fun, entertainment, and wellness for my
family.”

The aquatic center is grateful for Giesler’s time and talents,
as well as her advocacy, and is now happy to welcome Hill
to its board in 2024.

Eva Dean Folkert is communication specialist for the
Holland Aquatic Center.



The Felt Estate

Successful holiday, new events ahead

By Elizabeth McEwen

This January, we at the Felt Estate are so
grateful to the community for a fantastically
successful 2023 holiday season. Engaging with
our community is integral to our mission. When
our guests learn something new or discover
moments of joy while visiting, we consider it a
success. We also are so excited to tell you about
some new initiatives being unveiled in 2024!
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Winterfest and visits

December's free Winterfest event resulted in the
highest attendance recorded — approximately
2,500 visitors toured the mansion during the two-
hour-long event. Attendees chatted and took
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus, had their
faces painted, enjoyed Crane's doughnuts,
sipped on coffee and cocoa, and were introduced
to a couple of real-life reindeer while waiting for
their turn on Smallegan Farm's horse-drawn
wagon ride. The Holland Chorale's Dickens
Singers provided the soundtrack for what was a
fun and festive community kick-off to the holiday
season!

Throughout December, nearly 1,000 additional
visitors toured the mansion's festive spaces.
From tea parties to candle-lit tours, guests from
West Michigan and beyond enjoyed a glimpse
into the history of our lakeshore community. The
funds raised from tour admission and end-of-year
donations will support the continued restoration
and upkeep of the estate as well as the annual
summer concert series.

Summer concerts

Speaking of the summer concerts, we are excited
to announce our 2024 concert dates and
performers! As always, this free concert series is
a family-friendly opportunity to connect with our
neighbors and community members. Be sure to
put these dates in your calendar:

e Thursday, July 11 -- Zion Lion

e Thursday, July 18 -- The Schrock Bros

e Thursday, July 25 -- Bernadette Kathryn
and the Lonely Days Band

e Thursday, Aug. 1 -- Lighting Matches

New events

Things around the estate will seem pretty quiet
over the next few months as we turn our focus
inward to tend to some maintenance and
restoration projects in preparation for our spring
tour season. Looking ahead, however, we are
planning to add some new community events to
our calendar. From an Easter Egg Hunt for the
kids to Earth Day celebrations and even an ice
cream social, we hope you will take advantage of
some of the new opportunities to enjoy and
appreciate the history and beauty of the Felt
Estate.

Keep an eye on our website
(www.feltmansion.org) or subscribe to our
newsletter to stay up to date with all our activities.
We look forward to seeing you this spring!

Elizabeth McEwen is executive director of the
Felt Estate. Contact her at (616) 335-8982.



Parks: From Page 3

previous chair. I've also
appreciated the work of my
fellow commissioners, Anne
Brand, Dick Becker, and
Karen Simmons. Tom
Hoekman was recently
appointed to the commission
as well.

Each of us serve on the
commission because of our
love for the parks here in our
township and our desire to
see them flourish. It is my
hope that we can continue to
see improvements to what we
have been gifted and honor
those who have gifted it to us.
We are getting close to
finishing our new five-year
plan for parks and | see this
plan as helpful in setting
course for the improvements |
talked about earlier.

Join the meetings

In addition to the five-year
plan, | want to encourage you
to join us for our monthly
meetings at the township hall
held on the third Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m. We are
always looking for feedback
from our residents who have
placed us on the commission
and this monthly meeting is a
great place to share your
thoughts and ideas.

With the hope of more snow
to come in the next couple
months, take time to get out
and walk the trails in our
parks. Enjoy the open spaces
we have and the different look
the snow brings to these
spaces.

Brad Laninga is chair of the
Laketown Township Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Nyboer

Hallam Foraker

New faces in the office

Welcome three new faces around the township;

Zoey Hallam started fulltime in November assisting Deputy Clerk
Jenifer French with election preparations for the newly mandated
early in-person voting rules. Hallam previously worked at Ottawa
County Central Dispatch as a 911 dispatcher. She is a
firefighter/EMT for Graafschap Fire Department.

Christina Foraker started as a part-time administrative assistant in
January. She has been learning taxes and other duties from Deputy
Treasurer Charlene Fields. Foraker previously worked in the title
insurance industry.

Jeff Nyboer is the new electrical inspector, replacing Gordon Bosch
who recently retired after 25 years of service to the township. Nyboer
has been an electrical inspector since fall 2023. Nyboer can be
reached at (616) 610-2897 and through email at
jnyboerbti@gmail.com.

Thank you for your service

Planning
Commissioner and
Laketown Township
Treasurer Jim
Johnson, left,
presents outgoing
planning
commission
Chairperson Randy
Becksvoort a
certificate of
recognition on Dec.
6 for his 13 years of
service on the
planning
commission.




Vote: continued from Page 1

Upcoming elections: Aug. 6 — Primary Election;
Nov. 5 — General Election.

What is early voting?

The Feb. 27 election is the first one in which we
will be conducting early voting. Early voting gives
residents the opportunity to cast their vote in
person nine days prior to the election.

There is one early voting site for all Laketown
Township residents: The Laketown Township
Office, 4338 Beeline Road.

Early voting dates and times

Dates: Saturday, Feb. 17; Sunday, Feb. 18;
Monday, Feb.19; Tuesday, Feb. 20; Wednesday,
Feb. 21; Thursday, Feb. 22; Friday, Feb. 23;
Saturday, Feb. 24; Sunday, Feb. 25.

All times: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
What are the office hours and location?

The clerk’s office is at the Laketown Township
office, 4338 Beeline Road.

Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday;
Feb. 24, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. (the Saturday prior to the
election)

Where is the drop box for absent voters?

The secure drop box is at the Laketown Township
office on the front side of the office by the
entrance door. It is checked regularly and has
video surveillance to ensure the security of all
ballots.

Can | see what will be on the ballot?

The State of Michigan provides a sample ballot to
help you prepare to vote before you go to the
polls. You can view the ballot online or download
a PDF copy at the link below titled “Voter Status
and Absent Voter Information”
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/

How do | check my registration status?

You may check your voter registration status
and/or apply for an absentee voter ballot online
using the State of Michigan’s website.
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/

Registration deadlines and absentee voting

Voter registration by mail deadline: 15 days prior
to any election.

Last day to register in any manner other than in-
person with local clerk: Feb. 12. Eligible citizens
may register to vote at the clerk’s office after this
deadline from Feb. 13 to Feb. 27. Proof of
residency is required.

Eligible citizens may register to vote at any time up
to and including 8 p.m. on Election Day in person
at the clerk’s office from Feb. 13 to Feb. 27. Proof
of residency is required.

Mailed absentee ballot deadline: To mail a ballot
to you, we must receive your written request by 5
p.m. the Friday before the election.

In-person absentee voting deadline: Because of
state law, no absentee ballots can be issued after
4 p.m. the Monday before the election. You must
vote your absentee ballot in the clerk’s office on
this day. You will not be able to take the ballot with
you. All voted ballots must be received by 8 p.m.
on Election Day to be counted.

Amber Davis is township clerk. Jenifer French is
deputy clerk and Zoey Hallam assists her in the
office. They can be reached at (616) 335-3050.

|
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Laketown Township residents/taxpayer may also
purchase three or more lots at the rate of $500 for
any additional lots. Non-residents/non-taxpayers
may purchase cemetery lots at $600 per lot.
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Maker Month at library

By Andrea Goodell

February is Maker Month at Herrick District Library. All
month long, kids, teens, and adults will be able to try their
hands at a variety of crafty, DIY, and maker activities.

Each week, library patrons of all ages will craft something
inspired by reading — from mosaic coasters to
printmaking. Programs will also encompass engineering,
paper crafts such as marbling, paper flowers, quilling,
printmaking, and DIY book totes.

Some events require registration. For details about or to
register for specific events, visit https://herrickdl.org/

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate at
Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The library can
be reached at (616) 355-3100.

Owls at Wolters Woods

Hike the trails of Wolters Woods, 6281
147th Ave., with the Outdoor Discovery
Center in search of resident and
migratory owls from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9.

Suggested age range is 6 and up.

To register, visit outdoordiscovery.org,
click on “Calendar” and go to the date.

The program is free and sponsored by
the Laketown Township Parks and
Recreation Commission.




