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From the Clerk’s Office

Flags available
for grave sites

By Jenifer French

If you would like to place a flag over the
Memorial Day weekend on the grave site
of a veteran who is buried in the Gibson
Cemetery, there are flags available at the
township hall, 4338 Beeline Road. You
may pick one up during regular office
hours of 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The township will remove the flags on the
Tuesday following Memorial Day.

If you are unable to place a flag yourself,
our sexton will place the flag for you upon
request to the township.

The township is responsible for mowing;
however, this is not a fully manicured
cemetery. We wish to show respect to
each family and ask that you help us care
for our cemetery by limiting and removing
personal items in a timely manner.

Jenifer French is deputy clerk. She can
be reached at (616) 335-3050.
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Supervisor

Spring offers the challenge
of being good neighbors

By Linda Howell

As supervisor of our community, nestled along the shores
of the stunning Lake Michigan, | have the pleasure of
witnessing the arrival of spring. Each year, this
transformative season brings with it a spectacle of beauty
that is the very essence of our township.

Our roads and gardens burst forth with a kaleidoscope of
blossoms, each petal unfurling to greet the warming sun.
The blooms’ fleeting presence reminds us of the transient

Continued on Page 7



Assessor

Mailer sent to some
for property update

By Heather Jahr

Spring is the end and the beginning of the
assessment cycle. At the close of the annual
March Board of Review, the 2024 assessment
roll was finalized. Reports detailing valuation of
each class of property were sent to Allegan
County Equalization and the State of Michigan’s
Department of Treasury. At this time the 2024
assessment roll is “archived” and work begins
on the 2025 assessment roll.

The sales study period for the 2025 assessment
roll is April 1, 2022, through March 31, 2024,
Verified arm’s length sales within this window of
time are used to adjust parcel land and building
values based on the market value of recently
sold similar properties. To ensure the
information held on the assessment roll reflects
the physical attributes of the parcels, an annual
review is carried out. The State Tax
Commission recommends that 20 percent of
each class of property be reviewed annually. If
your neighborhood is included in the review for
this year, you will receive a mailer asking you to
confirm or correct information about your
property.

PRE affidavits

New homeowners (new construction or recent
purchasers) are reminded to check on the
status of the Principal Residence Exemption
(PRE) for your parcel. PRE affidavits filed
claiming the exemption that are incomplete or
indicate that the exemption has not been
rescinded on a different parcel are not input to
the assessment roll. When an incomplete or
ineligible filing is received, a letter indicating the
error and a blank PRE affidavit are sent to the
property owner to aid in the filing process.

If you have questions regarding your parcel’s
valuation or the assessment process, please let
me know and | will work to provide information
and clarification.

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor.
Reach her at heather@laketowntwp.org.

Treasurer

By Jim Johnson

As we enter the highly anticipated and beautiful
spring season in Laketown Township, I'm
happy to report that the township board has
approved the 2024-2025 fiscal year budget and
the township’s finances remain healthy.

Establishing the upcoming year’s budget is an
annual process that starts months before the
current year budget ends so that we have
ample time to examine where we are at with
our current budget, and review
recommendations from our manager and other
stakeholders.

Our fiscal year (like many other townships)
runs from April 1 to March 31 of the following
year. We must have a board-approved budget
in place prior to the end of March for the
township to continue operating.

After months of discussions around the budget
among your elected board members and our
manager, we culminate the process with a
public hearing during our March monthly
meeting to receive feedback from those in the
township that wish to comment on the draft
budget. The board then votes on whether to
approve the final draft of the budget. Once
approved, the enacted budget is then used as
a guide for our expenditures throughout the
upcoming fiscal year.

Thank you to those residents that provided
feedback and suggestions as we refined the
final draft budget that ultimately was approved
by the township board on March 13.

Jim Johnson is Laketown Township treasurer.
He can be reached at jim@laketowntwp.org.




Graafschap Fire Department

Fire Dept. helps keep your home safe

By Doug DenBleyker

As we welcome in spring and warmer weather,
please remember to obtain a burn permit if you
plan to burn your yard debris. The burn permit is
free and can be obtained by calling the fire station
at (616) 396-4060 and press 2 to leave a message
in the burn permit mailbox and we will get back to
you. Burn permits can also be obtained by calling
the township hall during normal business hours at
(616) 335-3050.

Do you have carbon monoxide alarms in your
home? If you do not or the alarms are older than 7
years, they need to be replaced. If you need help
checking the dates on the alarms or cannot afford
new alarms reach out to us at (616) 396-4060. We
would be happy to stop and make sure you have
what you need.

What is the concept of Community Risk
Reduction?

Community Risk Reduction (CRR) is the
identification and prioritization of risks, threats and
hazards followed by the implementation and
evaluation of strategies to lessen their impact.

One part of our CRR program is Home Safety
Surveys where we will visit your home and look for
potential hazards that could cause a fire or other
emergency. Give us a call for an appointment.

Over the last few months, we have been working
to build our first fire department website. By the
time you receive this newsletter our website will be
up and running.

Find us at graafschapfire.com and be sure to
sign up on the website to receive notifications
when we post new stories.

Blood Drive on May 30

The American Red Cross is hosting a blood drive
at the Graafschap Fire Department station, 4534
60t St., from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 30.

For information, visit RedCrossBlood.org or call
(800) 733-2767.

Pancake breakfast

Mark your calendars for the annual pancake
breakfast on Thursday, July 4. Breakfast is
served from 6 to 10 a.m. After breakfast look
through the trucks and equipment.

Did you know the first pancake breakfast in
Graafschap was held on July 4, 1968, and was
organized to raise money for the softball field that
was previously on 146" Avenue just west of 60th
Street? The ball teams and Graafschap Civic Club
organized and ran the pancake breakfast that was
held at the ballfield until 1971 when it was moved
to the fire station. Members from the ball teams
and the Graafschap Civic Club ran the breakfast
until 1991 when the Graafschap Fire Department
took the ball and runs the event to present day.

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department serving Laketown Township and part
of Fillmore Township. He can be reached at (616)
396-4060.
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From the Clerk’s Office

Hamilton district has
election on May 7

By Jenifer French

There will be an election on Tuesday, May 7, for those
Laketown residents who are in Precinct 2 (Hamilton
Community Schools).

Precinct 1: NO ELECTION

Precinct 2: Hamilton Community Schools Operating
Millage Proposal.

Precinct 3: NO ELECTION.

You can visit the Michigan Secretary of State’s website at
www.michigan.gov/sos for complete voting information
on how to register to vote, check or update voter
registration, apply for an absentee ballot, and get
personalized voter information.

HAMILTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL

This proposal will allow the school district to continue to
levy the statutory rate of not to exceed 18 mills on all
property, except principal residence and other property
exempted by law, required for the school district to
receive its full revenue per pupil foundation allowance
and restores millage lost as a result of the reduction
required by the Michigan Constitution of 1963.

Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitation on
the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all
property, except principal residence and other property
exempted by law, in Hamilton Community Schools,
Allegan County, Michigan, be renewed by 18.4927 mills
($18.4927 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a
period of 4 years, 2025 to 2028, inclusive, and also be
increased by .5 mill ($0.50 on each $1,000 of taxable
valuation) for a period of 4 years, 2025 to 2028, inclusive,
to provide funds for operating purposes; the estimate of
the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is
approved and 18 mills are levied in 2025 is approximately
$5,943,255 (this is a renewal of millage that will expire
with the 2024 levy and a restoration of millage lost as a
result of the reduction required by the Michigan
Constitution of 1963)7?

Source: Allegan County Clerk’s Office




The Felt Estate

New team member
brings local expertise

By Elizabeth McEwen

We at The Felt Estate are excited to share the
following news with our friends in Laketown:

We are now open for the tour season with self-
guided tours available on Mondays 1-4 p.m.,
Tuesdays 2-5 p.m., and Wednesdays from 1-4
p-m. April through October.

We are proud to unveil a reduced admission
pricing structure: Adults: $10; Seniors (60+) $8;
Children 8+ $5; Children 7 and under are free.

Annual membership options with special benefits
and perks will be unveiled in the coming weeks.
Stay tuned!

Summer concerts

The Summer Concert Series dates and acts are
set! Join us on July 11 for Zion Lion, July 18 for
The Schrock Bros, July 25 for Bernadette
Kathryn and the Lonely Days Band, and Aug.

1 for Lighting Matches.

New staff member

Help us welcome a new
face to The Felt
Estate's team, Kelsey
Blair! Kelsey has joined
the team as operations
manager. Born and
raised in Saugatuck,
she has vast
knowledge of not just
the area, but the

people, history as well as the pleasure of
growing up in West Michigan. We are thrilled
to have her expertise on staff, with a master’s
degree in museum studies and first-hand
experiences at the Felt Estate.

Blair

Kelsey brings a passion for sharing
history, connecting with people, and engaging
the community.

Elizabeth McEwen is executive director of The
Felt Estate. Contact her at (616) 335-8982.

Herrick District Library

Summer reading,
writing ahead

By Andrea Goodell

Herrick District Library is partnering with two local
bookshops to bring a single summer reading
program to the community.

“Stories Wide Open” summer flyers and reading
charts available beginning in June at both library
locations (300 S. River Ave. and 155 Riley St.),
along with Bluestocking Bookshop (501 Butternut Dr.
Suite 3) and Reader’'s World (194 S River Ave.).

The library is also hosting the “Stories Wide Open”
summer writing challenge for kids and teens. For
complete rules, visit herrickdl.org. Entries will be
accepted June 1 through Aug. 1.

All stories submitted will be compiled into an
anthology and added to the library’s collection.

All authors and winners will be celebrated at the
Story Celebration Ceremony Aug. 19 at the North
Branch.

Renovation update

As Herrick District Library continues in its yearlong
renovation of the main library, sections of the library
are reopening bigger and better than ever — most
recently the children’s department with its new play
area and the digital learning lab Groundworks.

Groundworks, the library’s maker space and digital
learning lab, not only has more space, it has more
tools available for patrons to use.

Library patrons have access to a slew of tools to
make their projects a reality. Everything from a
sublimation printer and poster printer to a sewing
machine, a full recording studio and vinyl digital
converter can be reserved on the Groundworks
website. Coming soon are watch and jewelry repair
kits, tools for mosaic and stained-glass projects.

For details, visit herrickdl.org/groundworks.

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate at
Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The library
can be reached at (616) 355-3100.




Parks commission

New email, ‘open play’ for pickleball

By Brad Laninga

It's April and buds are beginning to pop! With spring
“in the air,” sort of, the parks commission is getting
ready for outdoor activities around the township.

A new way to communicate: We have set up
parks@laketowntwp.org as an email address for
township residents to connect with the parks
commission. This will be an efficient way to respond
to opportunities with the parks commission as well as
share thoughts and ideas for our township parks.

Two task force groups for Laketown Beach:
Based on the results of the survey sent out last year,
and the recent acquisition of additional property at
Laketown Beach, the parks commission has decided
to create two groups to plan for the future of
Laketown Beach. The first task force will focus on
parking, volume of visitors and road safety at the
beach and be led by Tom Hoekman. If you are
interested in joining this discussion, please email
parks@laketowntwp.org and include “Parking &
Road Safety” in the subject line.

The second task force will focus on dune
stabilization, conservation and stair access to the
beach and be led by Anne Brand. If you are
interested in joining this discussion, please email
parks@laketowntwp.org and include “Dune
Conservation” in the subject line.

Parks commissioners would like to use a community
informed approach to any plans and decisions
regarding the beach property. The commissioner
leading each task force will also be contacting key
community members such as sheriff’'s deputies and
local dune conservation experts who can lend their
expertise. Results of the survey sent out in 2023 can
be seen in the Master Plan draft that is available
through the Laketown Township offices and will be
discussed at the public hearing May 15.

Explore Laketown parks with the ODC: As
temperatures warm up, there are a variety of
opportunities available to township residents and
visitors to explore the parks with guidance from the
Outdoor Discovery Center. The ODC led the first
program in the 2024 series on Feb. 9. The Superb

Sheila
Postmus
with the
Outdoor
Discovery
Center
holds a
barred owl
Feb. 9 at
Wolters
Woods.

Owl Prowl at Wolters Woods introduced participants
to owl habitat and anatomy. The ODC will lead a
Woodland Wildflower Walk on April 30 at Sanctuary
Woods at 5 p.m. and on May 21 Frog Catching will
be held at Farview Park at 4 p.m.

For a complete list of the 2024 ODC programs
sponsored by the parks commission, please visit
www.outdoordiscovery.org. All events are free,
but some do require registration in advance.

Thanks to the Outdoor Discovery Center for its
leadership of these amazing opportunities to
explore Laketown!

There’s “open play” at the township hall’s
pickleball courts: Township residents approached
the parks commission at its February meeting
asking about the possibility of creating “open play”
times on our pickleball courts at the township hall.
Open play will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from
8:30to 11:30 a.m.

“The spirit of open play is so everyone has the
opportunity to play with different players in a
recreational setting,” writes Pauline Rypma. In
addition to open play, pickleball players can also
use the TeamReach app to find opportunities
throughout the week to play on various pickleball
courts in the lakeshore area as well as Laketown
Township. The parks commission was interested in
giving the open play concept a try this year and will
review it in the winter of 2025.

Brad Laninga is chairperson of the Laketown
Township Parks and Recreation Commission. He
can be reached at parks@laketowntwp.org.



Continued from Page 1

nature of beauty, urging us to pause and appreciate the
transformative moments that life bestows upon us every day.

Families venture outdoors to explore the scenic trails that wind
through our parks, their laughter mingling with the chirping of
songbirds. It is a time of exploration and discovery, as nature reveals
her hidden treasures to those willing to seek them out.

Spirit of community

Amidst this vibrant tapestry of springtime splendor, let us renew the
art of being good neighbors. Our township thrives on the spirit of
community, where acts of kindness and compassion are the
foundation upon which we build our shared home. Whether it is
lending a listening ear, offering a friendly smile, or simply being there
for one another, let us embody the spirit of compassion and unity that
defines our township.

As supervisor, | am not only a steward of our natural beauty but also
a caretaker of civil discourse. Our community thrives on respectful
dialogue and the exchange of diverse ideas. Let us embrace differing
perspectives with open hearts and minds. In a world often filled with
discord — especially in an election year — let our township stand as a
beacon of civility and mutual respect. Let us continue to engage in
meaningful conversations, where all voices are heard and valued.

“After all, those who will live in peace must agree to disagree in many
things with their fellow-labourers, and not let little things part or
disunite them.”

This quote is from George Whitefield and this wisdom dates from
June 29,1750. Although this principle is at least 274 years old, it has
never been more important. Through civil discourse, we strengthen
the bonds of our community, creating a more vibrant and inclusive
township for generations to come.

New beginnings

Let us remember to look for the best in each other, rather than taking
the easy and unfortunately today, expected route by assuming the
worst. By approaching our interactions with empathy and goodwiill,
we can build a stronger community where differences are celebrated,
learning is encouraged, and understanding flourishes.

Spring’s warm breeze carries the promise of new beginnings, let us
embark on this journey together. Let us revel in the vibrant colors, the
soothing sounds of waves upon the shore, and the sense of renewal
that this season bestows upon us. For in doing so, we honor the
timeless beauty of our beloved township and the majestic shores of
Lake Michigan that cradle it in their embrace. Together, let us
continue to be worthy neighbors, united in our shared love for this
place we call home, and advocates for thoughtful discourse that
enriches and strengthens the very fabric of our community.

Linda Howell is supervisor of Laketown Township. She can be
reached at linda@laketowntwp.org.

Hazardous
waste day
iIs June 8

Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Day for Laketown
Township residents

is Saturday, June 8, from 8 to
11:30 a.m., at Republic
Services of Holland Westshore
Recycling, 4368 60th St.

Get voucher first

Vouchers are required and
may be picked up at the
Republic Services of Holland
scale house before the
collection date. Hours are 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

You will need a valid ID and a
current account with Republic
to receive a voucher.

Vouchers are only valid for the
date noted, must be presented
at drop-off and will not be

issued on the day of the event.

There is a limit of 200 pounds
of material per voucher. No
more than five gallons of
liquids per customer.

What will be accepted

Accepted Items: Aerosol
cans, antifreeze, batteries,
battery acids, detergents,
degreasers, drain cleaners,
fertilizers, gasoline, grease,
inks, light bulbs, mercury items,
oil, oil-based paints, paint
thinner, pesticides, propane,
solvents, and thermometers.

Not Accepted: Asbestos
items, compost, electronics,
freon products, general waste
cleaner, latex paint products,
lead paint items, tires,
ammunition, or flares.
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Holland Aquatic Center

Swimming lessons available all year

By Amanda Duimstra

For more than 50 years, the Holland Aquatic Center has offered a full range
of water adjustment and swimming lessons for children 6 months old through
adulthood. Swimming lessons build confidence and can reduce the chance
of drowning. HAC offers swimming lessons all year round and is now taking
registrations for the summer program. Classes are available for all ages and
abilities, and registration is available online at www.hollandaquatic.org. If
you have questions or need help, please contact HAC at (616) 393-7595.

In addition to swimming lessons, HAC offers competitive swim and dive
programs, community wellness classes, lap swimming and many family
recreation opportunities.

Amanda Duimstra is general manager of the Holland Aquatic Center.
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Scan this code and
sign up for the
Laketown Link, the
electronic newsletter
that keeps you
informed about
township issues.




