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Winter tax payments are due Feb. 14. 

Read more: laketowntwp.org/taxes  

 

  

  

New board sworn in 

 

 

The Laketown 
Township Parks 
and Recreation 
Commission is 
bringing its 
community 
programs indoors 
for the first time 
with free winter 
classes at the Felt 
Estate. 

A CPR class is 
Jan. 25, 2025, and 
mushroom 
identification is 
Feb. 22 in the third-
floor ballroom at 
the Felt Mansion, 
6597 138th Ave. A 
presentation on 
invasive species is 
March 29 in the 
Carriage House at 
the estate. 
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Parks  

Classes 
move 
indoors 
for the 
winter 

New Laketown Township Board of 
Trustees members were sworn in to 
office before their first meeting in 
December. Top from left: Deputy 
Clerk Jenifer French swears in 
Supervisor Steven Ringelberg; 
Treasurer Jim Johnson. Middle from 
left: French swears in Clerk Jim 
Delaney; Trustee Mike Koeman. Left: 
Trustee Mark Timmerman. 
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Graafschap Fire Department 

Call numbers increased in 2024 
By Doug DenBleyker 

I would like to share some statistics from the 
year 2024. We ended the year with a total of 876 
calls for service, this is a 12.8 percent increase 
over 2023. There were 530 calls in Laketown 
Township, 241 calls in Fillmore Township. We 
assisted other fire departments 103 times, had 
assistance from others 53 times and had two 
dispatch errors for a total of 876. The increase in 
calls for 2024 was 83 medical calls, and an 
increase of 15 fire calls.  

Staffing 

Staffing, specifically the ability to find and hire 
paid-on-call firefighters, continues to be an issue 
for Graafschap Fire Department and many fire 
departments in the nation. We were fortunate to 
hire four paid-on-call personnel this year but lost 
two others for other opportunities. Our current 
number of 18 personnel is still well below where 
we need to be. Two of the new hires will start the 
fire academy this month and plan to take an EMT 
class later this summer 

In the past year, Jacob Infante, who was hired 
last year, completed the fire academy and an 
accelerated EMT class. 

The chassis for our new pumper/tanker arrived in 
December and is currently housed at the fire 
station until spring when the remainder of the 
truck will be completed at Spencer in South 
Haven. 

Staying safe in winter 

Do you have carbon monoxide alarms in your 
home? If you do not or the alarms are older than 
7 years old, they need to be replaced. If you 
need help checking the dates on the alarms or 
cannot afford new alarms, reach out to us at 
(616) 396-4060. We would be happy to stop and 
make sure you have what you need. 

If you are using alternative heating sources to 
heat your home this winter, please make sure 
that they are designed for that purpose. If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. Have a safe and happy New Year. 

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire 
Department that serves all of Laketown Township 
and part of Fillmore Township. 

 
The chassis of Tanker 740 will spend the winter at 
Graafschap Fire Department station, 4534 60th St., 
under completion in the spring. Photo by Dave 
Grumney 

 

Keep up with 
Graafschap Fire 
Department on 

its website: 

 

Graafschapfire.
com 
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From the Assessor 

By Heather Jahr 

I hope all had a safe and happy holiday season 
and are enjoying the beauty of a West Michigan 
winter. 

Please be sure to watch for the 2025 Notice of 
Assessment which is mailed out in mid-
February. This document will indicate to property 
owners the change in valuation applied to a 
parcel for 2025 as well as instructions on how to 
appeal the 2025 valuation at the March Board of 
Review if a property owner disagrees with the 
established value. 

Please note that the March Board of Review is 
the annual meeting at which residential property 
valuation can be appealed. Tentative dates for 
the 2025 March Board of Review meetings are 
March 10 and 11. Meeting times will be posted 
once established in accordance with the General 
Property Tax Act. 

All parcels valued on the ad valorem (“At Value”) 
roll will have the capped value annually adjusted 
by the rate of inflation, or 5 percent, whichever is 
less. The Michigan State Tax Commission has 
determined annual inflation for 2025 of 3.1 
percent. The capped value formula for 2025 is as 
follows (Note: The taxable value of a parcel is 
determined to be the lesser of the capped value 
and assessed value annually.  Taxes are based 
on taxable value): 

2025 Capped Value = (2024 Taxable Value – 
Losses) x 1.031 + Additions 

The West Michigan real estate market continues 
to show strong demand. A reduction in listings of 
parcels with homes constructed on them is being 
supplemented in the Laketown area by the 
buyers willing to purchase land and build. 
Recently split vacant parcels are sold at top 
dollar and, typically, the new owners file a 
building permit for the parcel to construct a 
residential dwelling almost immediately. 

Watch for Notice of Assessment 

Property owners of agricultural parcels, please 
be aware that recent sales within the agricultural 
class are supporting significant increases in the 
value per acre of agricultural land. 

Disabled Veterans Exemption 

Disabled veterans and surviving spouses are 
reminded to file for the Disabled Veterans 
Exemption for application in 2025 any time after 
Jan. 1, 2025, and that once approved in 2025 the 
exemption will remain in place without an annual 
re-application. 

Updating information 

Property owners are reminded that it is always in 
their best interest to ensure the parcel record 
card reflects the physical attributes of the parcel. 
Please also ensure an appropriate mailing 
address is on file with Laketown Township.  

A property owner may request a copy of their 
record card by contacting the assessor and may 
change their mailing address by submitting a 
written request to the assessor.  

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. 
She can be reached at 
Heather@Laketowntwp.org or (616) 335-3050. 

 
Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. 
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Township Contacts 
 
OFFICE: (616) 335-3050 
HOURS:  Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
4338 Beeline Road, Holland, MI  49423 

www.laketowntwp.org 
 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Supervisor – Steven Ringelberg 

steven@laketowntwp.org 
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson 

jim@laketowntwp.org 
Clerk – Jim Delaney 

jamesd@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mark Timmerman 

mark@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mike Koeman 
mike@laketowntwp.org 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chair – Chad Nienhuis 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Chair – Casey Kimes 

 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Chair – Brad Laninga 
parks@laketowntwp.org 

 
STAFF 

Manager (interim)  – Steven Ringelberg 
steven@laketowntwp.org 

Admin. Assistant/Finance – Amy Scholten 
amy@laketowntwp.org 

Assessor -- Heather Jahr 
heather@laketowntwp.org 

Community Development/Zoning– 
Michelle Sall 

michelle@laketowntwp.org 
Deputy Clerk -- Zoey Hallam 

zoey@laketowntwp.org 
Deputy Treasurer – Christina Foraker 

christina@laketowntwp.org 
Maintenance/Facilities – Brett Grams 

brett@laketowntwp.org 
Public Information– Jim Hayden 

jimh@laketowntwp.org 
 

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker  

(616) 396-4060 
chief@graafschapfire.org 

From the Clerk 

By Jim Delaney 

As your newly elected Clerk, Jim Delaney, and 
appointed Deputy Clerk, Zoey Hallam, we wish you a 
happy-healthy New Year. 

Throughout 2024, former Clerk Amber Davis and the 
election staff ensured our elections were efficient, 
accurate and secure. 

Unique challenges 

In 2024, the clerk's office faced unique challenges with 
changes in election law and added responsibilities to 
the team. However, our election workers adapted and 
met these new demands. Through attending training 
and learning new procedures, particularly in promoting 
early voting, they ensured that our processes were up-
to-date and accessible to all voters. The board of 
canvassers noted their hard work, commending 
Laketown for its excellent paperwork and record-
keeping. 

Hallam worked alongside former Deputy Clerk Jenifer 
French this past year and brings a solid foundation of 
knowledge to her new role. 

The clerk and the treasurer review weekly 
expenses/invoices and sign checks. The deputy clerk 
and other staff are notaries. If you need something 
notarized, stop in the office during regular hours of 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, or call to make 
time for your document to be notarized.    

I welcome the new board Trustees Mike Koeman and 
Mark Timmerman. I know we will all learn and work 
together for the good of Laketown Township. 

Jim Delaney is Laketown Township clerk. He can be 
reached at jamesd@laketowntwp.org. 

 

Busy year 
brought 
unique 
challenges 
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From the Supervisor 

What does the township manager do?   
By Steven Ringelberg 

As we continue in our search for a new township 
manager, I have been asked by a number of 
residents, “What does the township manager 
do?” Every township assigns different duties to 
their township manager and their township staff. 
In Laketown, the board of trustees has assigned 
the following duties to the township manager. 

The township manager: 

 Supervises all township employees in the 
day-to-day operation of the township and 
serves as the personnel director of the 
township. 

 Serves as the finance director of the 
township overseeing general 
bookkeeping, investments, purchasing, 
payroll and related official records.  

 Prepares the township board meeting 
agenda and supervises the preparation 
of background information, packets and 
agenda items for distribution to board 
members and the public. 

 Prepares the annual budget for the 
township, presents the annual township 
budget to the board for approval, and 
implements the board approved annual 
budget.  

 With the assistance of the township staff, 
the township’s zoning administrator, 
water administrator, wastewater 
administrator, building administrator, 
planning director, recreation director, 
grant administrator, and ordinance 
enforcement officer. 

 Attends meetings with other units of 
government, businesses, citizens and 
interest groups as necessary and 
directed by the township board and 
reports results of those meetings to the 
township board. 

 Serves as the Freedom of Information 
Act coordinator for the township. 
 

 Serves as the township representative and 
member of the board of directors of the 
Friends of the Felt Estate. 

 Manages and oversees all township owned 
properties and all infrastructure projects. 

 Keeps abreast of legislative and regulatory 
developments, new administrative 
techniques, and issues through continued 
education and professional growth.  

 Serves as the township's primary liaison 
with attorneys, engineers, consultants, 
news media, neighborhood organizations, 
other communities, and other agencies in a 
manner that will not infringe upon official 
responsibility of the township board. 

 Handles public complaints, comments, 
requests and suggestions and seeks 
solutions for the public in a timely manner. 

 Serves as the primary contact on inquiries 
from federal, state, and county officials. 

 Performs other duties as may be required by 
ordinance, or direction of the township board, 
or which are not assigned to some other 
township official. 

These examples do not include all the duties 
which the manager may be expected to perform 
as circumstances of the township change and the 
board of trustees may assign other duties to the 
manager, and the clerk and/or the treasurer may 
delegate specific duties to the township manager. 

In the next edition, look for “What Does the 
Laketown Township Supervisor do?” (it is very 
different from the role of the manager!). 

Steven Ringelberg is Laketown Township 
supervisor and interim manager. He can be 
reached at Steven@laketowntwp.org or (616) 
335-3050. 
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Herrick District Library 

Renovated library has lots to see 
By Andrea Goodell 

There's a lot to see at the Herrick District 
Library as renovations near completion at the 
Main Library. Most of the work that library 
users will notice is complete, with finishing 
touches and exterior updates still on deck. 

The Main Library, 300 S. River Ave., now has a 
glass-enclosed quiet reading room and a cozy 
reading area with a fireplace on the lower level. 
New vending machines have also been 
installed.  

Several new rooms are reservable online, 
including study rooms that can accommodate 
small or medium-sized groups and study rooms 
designated especially for teens; a new, 
expanded LEGO Lab; and Groundworks 
podcast booth as well as 3D printers, sewing 
machines and embroidery machine, and poster 
printer. 

The library’s main level is much more open, 
and patrons are now greeted by staff at a desk 
as soon as they walk in, instead of having to 
look around for someone to answer their 
questions. 

For more information, visit herrickdl.org. 

Maker-in-Residence 

Stop by to see the winter Herrick District 
Library Maker-in-Residence Sara Alsum-
Wassenaar work on her craft. Drop-in sessions 
(10 a.m.-noon Jan. 25, Feb. 8, 22, and March 1 
at the Main Library) are open to all, and asking 
the maker questions about her work is 
encouraged. 

Alsum-Wassenaar is currently on staff at Grand 
Valley State University. She is a technology 
wrangler by day and professor of technology-
based interactive art by night. She focuses her 
artwork on land use practices in her hometown 
of Holland.  

She will host “Geodome Structures: A Family 
Engineering Adventure” at 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Feb. 1, at the North Branch, 155 Riley 
St. (registration required) and again 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Feb. 15, at the Main Library 
(drop-in event). For details on each event, visit 
https://bit.ly/HDLmaker. 

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate 
at Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The 
library can be reached at (616) 355-3100. 

 

A look inside 

 

 

Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave., now 
has a glass-enclosed reading room and a cozy 
area with a fireplace on the lower level. 
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Continued from Page 1 

An April program on butterfly gardens is pending. 

Collaboration 

The idea of winter events at the Felt Estate first 
came up in October after the executive director of 
the Felt Estate gave a presentation a month 
earlier and asked how the parks commission and 
Felt Estate could further collaborate. 

The parks commission already sponsors 
Winterfest at the mansion. 

“We hope you will take advantage of these 
programs and look forward to your suggestions 
for more educational opportunities,” said Mary Jo 
Bertolino, parks commissioner who organized the 
new winter events. 

The parks commission sponsors outdoor 
recreation programs with the Outdoor Discovery 
Center throughout the year. Those events 
include hikes in township parks, frog catching, an 
owl prowl and kayaking. 

Winter programs 

The new free winter programs are: 

Saturday, Jan. 25, 1 p.m. Felt Mansion 
ballroom: Hands-Only CPR with Graafschap 
Fire Department.  

About 75 to 80 percent of all out-of-hospital 
cardiac arrests happen at home, so being trained 
to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation can 
mean the difference between life and death. 
Space is limited to 25 so contact 
Parks@laketowntwp.org to hold your spot. 

This CPR class is an expansion of the fire 
department’s Community Risk Reduction 
program which includes weekly blood pressure 
screenings at the fire station, home safety 
inspections, rental inspections, and Red Cross 
blood drives at the station.  

The ballroom is only accessible by stairs. It is not 
accessible by wheelchairs. 

 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 1 p.m. Felt Mansion 
ballroom: Wild Mushroom Identification by Chris 
Swinson of Mycophile’s Garden, 720 Curve St., 
Grand Rapids. 

This introductory class will focus on providing 
participants with the best resources for learning 
to identify both edible and toxic wild mushrooms 
that grow in Michigan. The class will discuss the 
physical features of mushrooms and terminology, 
and where and when to find different species. 

The ballroom is only accessible by stairs. 

Saturday, March 29, 10 a.m. Carriage House: 
Join West Michigan CISMA and the Allegan 
Conservation District to learn how to identify and 
manage common woody invasive species and 
explore the impacts of the forest pest hemlock 
woolly adelgid (HWA) on West Michigan. 
Presentation by Allegan Conservation District, 
Murielle Garbarino, Invasive Species 
Management Area Coordinator, and Jason Cass, 
Conservation Technician.  

 

Chris Swinson of 
Mycophile’s Garden, 
720 Curve St., Grand 
Rapids, is leading the 
Wild Mushroom 
Identification 
program at 1 p.m.  
Feb. 22 at the Felt 
Estate, 6597 138th 
Ave. 

 

 

Get the township E-newsletter 

Scan this code 
and sign up for 
the Laketown 
Link, the 
electronic 
newsletter that 
keeps you 
informed about 
township issues. 
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Three Laketown Township employees with a 
combined 72 years of service are retiring. 

Manager Al Meshkin retired Jan. 3, 2025; Jenifer 
French retired as deputy clerk in December; and 
Charlene Fields retired as deputy treasurer in 
December. 

Fields said it has been an honor to serve 
township residents for almost 25 years. 

“I’ve had the privilege of working alongside some 
of the best co-workers around in multiple roles,” 
she said. She started as recording 
secretary/administrative assistant, handled 
building permits, served as a rental coordinator 
for the Felt Mansion and then deputy treasurer. 

Christina Foraker was sworn in on Dec. 10 as 
deputy treasurer. 

French is grateful for her 13 years as deputy 
clerk. 

“To the amazing election inspector team, thank 
you for your hard work, dedication, and the 
unwavering support you’ve given me throughout 
the years. Working alongside you has been a 
privilege, and I am endlessly grateful for the  

camaraderie and collaboration that made every 
challenge more manageable and every success 
more rewarding,” she said. 

Zoann Hallam was sworn in as deputy clerk on 
Dec. 4. 

Meshkin announced his retirement in July after 
35 years as township manager.  

The township board continues to search for a 
manager replacement. 

Laketown says farewell to 3 long-time employees 

 
Three long-time staff members at Laketown 
Township retired. From left, Charlene Fields 
(deputy treasurer), Al Meshkin (manager), and 
Jenifer French (deputy clerk). 


