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Laketown Township considers
a new recycling system

By Zoey Hallam and Household
Steven Ringelberg
hazardous

waste pickup

Laketown Township is
considering an important change
in how we recycle — one that will
significantly improve efficiency
and reduce waste.

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Day for
Laketown residents is
June 7 from 8-11:30 a.m.
at Republic Services of
Holland Westshore
Recycling, 4368 60th St.

Currently, Republic Services
provides residents with yellow
recycling bags which are
collected alongside regular trash.
These bags go into the same

compactor truck as garbage bags  according to Republic Services’ xoucners are rcta)quir'eﬁ. :
and whgn the Iqad arrives at the Municipal Services Manager OU? tre1rsRmay bI? picke:
Republic recycling center, Jack Brown, the City of Holland ~ ob &2 71° "SFEe
Wor.kers sort out recyclables by did a study of the yellow bag herVICPE)S ? Ohan scale
pulling the yellow bags out.from program and found that 75 ouse berore the

the trash. Unfortunately, this percent or more of bags were collection date.

system is highly inefficient. See RECYCLE, Page 7 See WASTE, Page 9

e
Residents deciding school issues in May 6 election

By Zoey Hallam See ballot wording Millage Renewal Proposal.
Laketown Township will be Page 10 Precinct 1, 2 & 3: Ottawa
conducting a special election Voting is at your regular Area Intermediate School
on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. polling location. District Special Education

) Millage Proposal.
There are no early voting days.  Precinct 1: School District of g P

All three precincts are voting. the City of Holland Operating See ELECTION, Page 10
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Graafschap Fire Department

Burn permits needed, truck ordered

By Doug DenBleyker

As we welcome in spring and warmer weather,
please remember to obtain a burn permit if you
plan to burn your yard debris. The burn permit is
free and can be obtained by calling the fire
station at (616) 396-4060 and press 2 to leave a
message in the burn permit mailbox and we will
get right back to you.

If you own a rental unit or have a home west of
66" Street and want to have recreational fire,
please submit the yearly application. This
application can be found at
www.graafschapfire.com and click on
“Community Risk Reduction” and look under the
burn permits section.

New apparatus

We recently received approval from the fire
board and the townships of Fillmore and
Laketown to move forward with ordering a new
pumper/tanker. This apparatus purchase has
been in our capital improvement plan since 2015
and continues with the replacement of our aging
fleet. The price is not to exceed $650,000 and
will be paid with yearly installments.

In the fire department budget this year we have
added a new line for future capital purchases,
which will provide the opportunity to have more
funds available and borrow less when making
large purchases moving forward.

The Graafschap Fire Department Fire Board, from
left, Chairperson Jim Johnson of Laketown
Township, Mike Koeman of Laketown Township,
Bob Yonker of Fillmore Township and Mark
Geurink of Fillmore Township.

We have been reporting for several years that it
has been difficult to find, hire and retain paid-on-
call firefighters and that is still the case. At the fire
board level, we have had several discussions
about staffing, and in June we will have more
discussions. Our hope is to have a staffing plan
to present to the Fillmore and Laketown boards
later this summer.

Grill safely, and enjoy this summer, tomorrow is
not guaranteed.

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department. Reach him at (616) 396-4060.

Grant helping replace aging rescue equipment for fire department

The Graafschap Fire
Department has received a
$14,572.80 grant from The
Auto Club Group Foundation
that will fund the purchase of a
Hurst Edraulic Combi Tool.

“This tool is modeled after the
original ‘Jaws of Life’ and is
planned to be placed on the
new pumper/tanker when it is
delivered this coming fall,”
Chief Doug DenBleyker said.

“The Edraulic Combi Tool will
replace a set of extrication tools
that are over 40 years old, and
this early purchase will give the
department time to train on the
new equipment.”
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Ensuring an age frlendly communlty

By Steven Ringelberg and Michelle Sall

Laketown Township is a beautiful community
with many parks, a wonderful beach, and many
large rural properties which enhance the peace
and tranquility of the area. According to the most
recent census, Laketown is also a place that
attracts seniors to enjoy their retirement.

Over 22 percent of Laketown Township residents
are aged 65 years and older (2020 US Census).
This is the largest age group within the township,
which has shown significant increases since
1990. Often, a community boasts of its family
friendly features such as playgrounds, school
systems, and proximity to activities and shopping
centers. It is our goal to establish the township
as an “age friendly place” so that the largest part
of the population is also supported.

Part of being age friendly means the availability
of a variety of services to the elderly such as
housing, proximity to medical care, opportunities
for social and physical engagement, access to
transportation options, access to communication,
etc. The township has taken steps in each of
these categories to strengthen services.

Housing, zoning

For housing, provisions exist in the 2020 Master
Plan as well as township zoning ordinance to
address housing needs for the elderly. The
master plan has designated the highest density
areas to be in the northeastern portion of the
township — a location which has the needed
infrastructure of municipal water and sewer and
is near medical facilities and shopping centers.
The types of housing allowed in this area include
nursing homes, senior citizen housing, and
multifamily dwellings.

The ordinance allows for residents to “age in
place” by permitting the use of an attached or
detached dwelling unit depending on the zoning.
These subordinate dwelling units have size
specifications and require a special use permit
from the planning commission. For questions,
contact Michelle at the township office.

Partmpants in the Wild Mushroom Identlflcatlon
class look over items on Saturday, Feb. 22, 2025,
at the Carriage House at the Felt Estate.

Transportation

More than 85 percent of older drivers generally
use alternative forms of transportation rather
than driving themselves. Seniors use (a) rides
from friends and family, (b) ride-share services,
and (c) public transportation.

For public transportation, the board of trustees
approved for the 2025-26 fiscal year a pilot
program extending the Saugatuck Interurban bus
service north into Laketown. Standard rides are
$1 and for seniors, children and the disabled
rides are $0.50. Service begins on May 1, 2025.
To schedule a ride from your home to anywhere
in Laketown Township, Saugatuck Township, the
City of Saugatuck, the City of Douglas, and the
City of Fennville, please call (269) 857-1418.

Parks

Indoor and outdoor recreational opportunities are
being addressed. This past winter, the parks and
recreation commission put together a free indoor
lecture series on special topics which were well
attended. The program included CPR training,
mushroom identification, invasive species, and
an upcoming butterfly garden presentation.
Preparation is underway for next year’s series.

See COMMUNITY, Page 11
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Township
contacts

OFFICE: (616) 335-3050

APRIL HOURS: Monday — Friday 7:30 a.m.
—5p.m.

NEW HOURS BEGINNING IN MAY:

Mon, Tues, Thurs: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Steven Ringelberg
steven@laketowntwp.org
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson
jim@laketowntwp.org
Clerk — Jim Delaney
jamesd@laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mark Timmerman
mark@]laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mike Koeman
mike@laketowntwp.org

PLANNING COMMISSION
Chair — Chad Nienhuis

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Brad Laninga
parks@laketowntwp.org

STAFF
Manager — Steven Ringelberg
steven@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Finance — Amy Scholten

amy@laketowntwp.org

Assessor -- Heather Jahr

heather@laketowntwp.org

Community Development/Zoning—
Michelle Sall
michelle@laketowntwp.org
Deputy Clerk -- Zoey Hallam
zoey@laketowntwp.org
Maintenance/Facilities — Brett Grams
brett@laketowntwp.org
Public Information — Jim Hayden

jimh@laketowntwp.org

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker
(616) 396-4060
chief@graafschapfire.org
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From the Assessor

sure
your
forms
are
updated

By Heather Jahr

The 2025 Assessment Roll has been finalized. All
classes of property equalize and documentation
verifying ratios and valuation have been submitted to
Allegan County Equalization and the State of Michigan.
The 2026 assessment cycle is underway.

Property owners are reminded that it is always in their
best interest to review their parcel record card assuring
that mailing address, principal residence percentage,
parcel attributes, etc. are properly reflected. A copy of
your parcel record card can be mailed or emailed to you
for review upon request.

Exemptions

New residents of Laketown are reminded that filings to
claim the Principal Residence Exemption for the 2025
summer billing cycle must be submitted to Laketown
Township prior to June 1, 2025.

A reminder to recipients of the Disabled Veteran
Exemption -- 2025 is the last year an annual filing is
required for application of the Disabled Veteran
Exemption to the assessment/tax rolls. Once the
exemption is applied for and granted in 2025 the parcel
will remain exempt until rescinded by the recipient or
denied by the township. Please note that an audit will be
conducted every 3 years to assure all recipients of the
Disabled Veteran Exemption remain eligible.

Heather Jahr is Laketown Township assessor. She can
be recached at (616) 335-3050 or
heather@laketowntwp.org.
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Building activity starting strong

By Michelle Sall

As the community development director for the
township, my role is to manage the application
process for building and trade permits, provide
support to the planning commission, the zoning
board of appeals, and the parks commission, and
along with the township manager, enforce for
zoning code and other ordinance violations.

Building activity in the township for 2025 is off to
a good start. Our building inspector, Ryan
Capson, approved the issuance of permits with a
construction value of $9,798,935 so far this year.
Building permits issued in 2024 had a total
construction value of $25,316,000 and total fees
collected of $131,260.

New home construction has started in Karcayja,
a development with 11 home sites on a private
drive off Beeline Road. Additionally, Laketown
Meadows, a new neighborhood with 28 home
sites, was approved this past winter by the
planning commission. This development is on a
private drive off 64t Street and construction on
infrastructure will begin soon.

The parks commission completed the parks and
recreation 5-year plan at the end of 2024 and is
focusing on access to the beach and removing
portions of the stairs that are dangerous by the
start of summer and replacing those stairs as
soon as possible.

On enforcement, the complaints | received over
the winter were regarding illegal parking in the
road right of way, inoperable vehicles stored in
yards, barking dogs, and short-term rentals.

When do
they meet?

Planning Commission
7 p-m.

First Wednesday of the

month at the township

hall, 4338 Beeline Road

Rental certificates

Please note that if you are operating a rental, you
must have an approved rental certificate through
the Graafschap Fire Department. The application
can be found at graafschapfire.com, click on the
link at the top of the page for “Community Risk
Reduction,” then scroll down to the rental unit
registration section.

Additionally, if the rental is a separate dwelling
than the primary home, it must have a special

use permit from the planning commission for a
detached dwelling unit in addition to the rental

certificate. Failure to have these could result in
municipal tickets, fines, and court costs.

If you have a question or concern regarding
activity in your neighborhood, wonder about the
rules for an outbuilding, the process to fill out a
permit application, or more, please call me at the
township office at (616) 335-3050 or email
michelle@laketowntwp.org. | look forward to
talking with you.

Zoning Board of Appeals
6 p-m.
Fourth Wednesday of the
month at the township
hall, 4338 Beeline Road
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Working on beach stairs, preparing for summer

By Brad Laninga

As we wait for warmer, spring-like temperatures,
the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation
Commission continues its work to prepare the
parks for residents to enjoy this summer.

Laketown Beach: The parks commission
decided in March to remove the stairs from the
lake up to the top of the dune. The parks
commission will be considering a new access
route to the beach for visitors with the help of
Prein & Newhof, a local civil engineering
company. Additional patrols of the entire
township including the beach and parking area
will be made by the Allegan County Sheriff's
Department throughout the summer. It is our
desire to maintain a safe place for residents and
visitors to enjoy the beach and Lake Michigan.
We ask everyone who visits Laketown Beach to
stay off the areas where new dune grass has
been planted (signs have been posted) and to
pick up litter and dispose of it in the trash
receptacles in the parking area.

Pickleball courts: The parks commission has
approved adding another scheduled time for
“Open Play” on Monday from 6-8 p.m. The
pickleball courts are often busy throughout the
day and into the evening, making it one of the
more popular spots for recreation in the
township.

Woodland Wildflower Walk
.Outdoor Tuesday, April 29, 5-6 p.m.
D|scovery Sanctuary Woods, 4750 66" St.
Center Visit Sanctuary Woods to explore the
sights and sounds of spring.
programs
0 Suggested age range: 6 years old and
start thIS up. Guardians stay with the class.
month

Registration not required but
appreciated.

! The stairs at

¥ Laketown

\ Township Beach

= e OB from the lake to
== % 8| the top of the

s dune have been

closed due to

safety concerns.

BEACH ACCESS |
STAIR

Winter programming at the Felt: Through the
efforts of Mary Jo Bertolino and the parks
commission, a slate of programs was offered to
the community and held at the Felt Mansion and
Carriage House. The response was greater than
expected. The commission will begin looking at a
schedule for winter 2026 and welcome your
ideas for topics to be discussed. Email your ideas
to parks@laketowntwp.org.

Outdoor Discovery Center: The 2025 summer
schedule has been approved and is available on
the township website laketowntwp.org. There are
a variety of offerings during the day as well as in
the evening for all ages. Take the opportunity to
explore our parks this summer with the
programming provided by the ODC and the
Laketown Township Parks and Recreation
Commission.

Brad Laninga is chairperson of the Laketown
Township Parks and Recreation Commission. He
can be reached at Parks@Laketowntwp.org.

Migratory Birds
Tuesday, May 20, 4-5:30 p.m.
Farview Nature Park, 6257 138t Ave.

Participants will learn to identify birds
such as warblers, vireos, and shorebirds.

Suggested age range: 8 years old and
up. Guardians stay with the class.

Registration not required but
appreciated.
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either ripped or empty, either
because they were damaged before
pickup or resulting from compression
in the truck. That means that when
the yellow bag system is used a
staggering 75 percent or more of
what residents intend to recycle ends
up in a landfill.

Laketown Township is considering a
transition to a “recycling cart” system
which other communities in the
Holland area have already adopted.
In most neighborhoods, each home
would receive a separate cart just for
recycling and a recycling truck would
pick up those carts on an every-
other-week basis. Using lidded,
wheeled, and animal-proof carts
would dramatically improve recycling
effectiveness with 100 percent of the
items placed in the carts reaching
the recycling center. In some
neighborhoods where space for carts
is limited, other types of recycling
containers, such as community wide
recycling bins, could be used or
possibly the yellow bags would
continue to be used.

The recycling cart system is as
effective as its users are — if only
specified recyclable materials are
placed in the carts, we can improve
the overall effectiveness of our
recycling program.

We want to hear from you! Your
input is essential as we consider this
change. Let us know your thoughts
as we work toward a more
sustainable future for Laketown
Township.

Zoey Hallam is Laketown Township
deputy clerk. Steven Ringelberg is
Laketown Township supervisor and
interim manager. Both can be
reached at (616) 335-3050.
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Interurban bus service
starts May 1 for twp.

The Interurban Transit
Authority, a demand-
response bus service
based in Saugatuck-
Douglas, will start serving
Laketown Township for a
trial run from May 1
through October 31, 2025.

What to know

Begins May 1

All Laketown Twp.,
Saugatuck city & twp.,
Douglas, Fennville

. _ Demand-response service
The fare for a ride during

standard hours is $1 for
adults and 50 cents for
children, seniors and those
with disabilities. Laketown ~ Book a ride at (269) 857-
is paying the Interurban $7 1418

per ride to cover the
Interurban’s expenses.
The cost to Laketown
Township to cover the

transportation experiment is included in the budget the
township unanimously approved in March.

Cost: $1 regular; 50 cents
for senior/child

More information
Saugatuckinterurban.org

If the trial period is a success, the township will look at
permanent funding options in 2026 and put funding to the
township citizens for a vote.

The service area

The bus line will service the entire township, allowing young
people to get to school and older residents who might not
want to drive to get to medical appointments.

People who want a ride call (269) 857-1418 and set a time
for a bus to pick them up at their location and then take
them to another spot in Laketown Township, Saugatuck
Township, the cities of Douglas, Saugatuck or Fennville
and the wineries in Ganges Township.

Bus service hours, January through December, are
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Extended hours in
June, July and August include Friday and Saturday
evenings until 11 p.m. $3 fare per adult.

More information is available on the township’s website
laketowntwp.org.
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Fundraising support key to facade repairs

By Elizabeth McEwen

Hello, and happy spring, Friends of the Felt
Estate!

| know it's been some time since you heard from
us but rest assured that we've been busy behind
the scenes during our seasonal closure. We've
hosted a number of community events for the
Laketown Township Parks and Recreation
Commission (coming up soon is a class on
pollinator/butterfly gardens) while working on
interior cleaning and restoration projects at the
mansion.

One of the most crucial undertakings this winter
was a comprehensive assessment of the
mansion’s exterior facade. Experts from EV
Construction and Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc.
conducted a thorough evaluation, confirming the
need for extensive restoration work. The findings
provided a clear roadmap for phased repairs over
the next two to five years, with an estimated
budget of $1.6 million.

In a time of great uncertainty for many nonprofit
organizations, we are fortunate that our adapted
use for the building (as an event venue)
contributes a good deal towards our annual
operational budget. It is because of that income
that we are able to offer free educational
programming for schools and nonprofit groups as
well as our monthly community free-for-all dates,
the most recent of which had more than 500
community members in attendance!

Fundraising

However, the amount of capital needed to tackle
the restoration of the building facade is beyond
our daily operations. Now that we know the
scope of the next phase of our restoration, we
can begin fundraising in earnest.

Funding sources for historic preservation are
limited, and with the continued uncertainty of the

A full-circle moment for the Felt Estate

Did you know that EV Construction, originally
founded as Elzinga & Volkers in 1945, played a key
role in the Felt Mansion’s history? In 1968, the
company was responsible for modifying the building
to accommodate a group of cloistered nuns from
Spain, who resided there until the estate was sold to
the State of Michigan in 1977. As part of the
conversion, any decorative or extravagant elements
were removed to create a simpler space.

One of the laborers from that renovation held on to
the original fixtures and paneling. Decades later, he
returned with a surprise — he still had the pieces
and wanted to donate them back to the estate.
Thanks to his foresight and generosity, these historic
details were able to be reintegrated, bringing the Felt
Mansion one step closer to its original grandeur.

availability of federal grant funding, we are calling
on our supporters, our “Friends,” for help. Your
membership as a Friend of the Felt Estate is an
easy way to support the continued restoration of
this local historic gem. For as little as $60 a year,
your individual membership allows you and a
guest to visit the mansion an unlimited number of
times during open tour hours. Our $175 premium
membership also includes reciprocal membership
to hundreds of museums and historic sites across
the country, a subscription to Michigan History
Magazine, and two tickets to join us for any of our
special holiday tour events.

| sincerely hope you will consider becoming a
member of the Friends of the Felt Estate this
year. Or, if you are already a member, that you
consider helping us grow our family of supporters
by inviting a friend to join. You can learn more
about membership levels and join The Friends or
make a donation through our secure online portal
at www.feltmansion.org/donate-main

Elizabeth McEwen is executive director of the
Fest Estate. She can be reached at (616) 335-
8982 and Director@FeltMansion.org.
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Herrick District Library

Author discussing his works

By Andrea Goodell

Herrick District Library welcomes beloved local

author Wade Rouse for a special event 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 13, at Herrick District Library, 300 S. River
Ave.

Under the pen name Viola Shipman (chosen in honor of
his grandmother), Rouse has written more than a dozen
novels — many of which take place in Michigan. Readers
have fallen in love with his warm and heartfelt style since
his first, “The Charm Bracelet,” and can look forward to
his newest, “The Page Turner,” coming out this month.

Hear Rouse discuss his books and writing with a book
signing to follow.

Cardboard Building Bash

Families can let their imaginations and the cardboard fly
during Herrick District Library’s Family Cardboard
Building Bash 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 26, at the
Main Library, 300 S. River Ave.

With a whole bunch of cardboard, tape, glue, cardboard
bolts and a few ChompSaws (a kid-safe power tool for
cutting cardboard), families will be able to make anything
they can dream up. No registration necessary.

Andrea Goodell is community relations associate at
Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave. The library can
be reached at (616) 355-3100.

Laketowntwp.org

Page 9

WASTE from Page 1
Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

You will need a valid ID and a current
account with Republic to receive a
voucher. Vouchers are only valid for
the date noted, must be presented at
drop-off and will not be issued on the
day of the event.

There is a limit of 200 pounds of
material per voucher.

Because of the legal chain of custody
required on hazardous waste, you will
be required to sign a disposal form.
Republic Service reserves the right to
reject any items.

What will be accepted

No more than five gallons of liquids per
customer.

Accepted Items: Aerosol cans,
antifreeze, batteries, battery acids,
detergents, degreasers, drain cleaners,
fertilizers, gasoline, grease, inks, light
bulbs, mercury items, oil, oil-based
paints, paint thinner, pesticides,
propane, solvents, and thermometers.

Not Accepted: Asbestos items,
compost, electronics, freon products,
general waste cleaner, latex paint
products, lead paint items, tires,
ammunition, or flares.

Allegan County recycling
events

All Allegan County residents can
participate in free countywide scrap tire
recycling, household hazardous waste
and electronic waste events.

Visit laketowntwp.org and type in
“Tires” in the search bar for complete
details or click on “Calendar.”
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For a full description of the proposals, visit
www.allegancounty.org or laketowntwp.org.

Changes to requesting absentee ballots

As per a change in state voter election
regulations, Laketown has discontinued our
“Permanent Absent Voter Application List
(where an application for an absentee ballot
was sent to voters on the list before each
election) and introduced the “Permanent
Ballot List.” Going forward residents who opt
in for the Permanent Ballot List will
automatically receive a ballot for every
election they are eligible to vote in — without
needing to submit an application.

Residents who typically received an
application will no longer receive one
automatically. If you still wish to vote
absentee and are not on the new
“Permanent Ballot List,” you must request an
application or fill out a request online.

Applications are available at the township
office or online at
www.michigan.gov/sos/elections

Important dates

April 22-May 6: New voter registrations are
required in person for May election.

Friday, May 2, 5 p.m.: Deadline for voters who
have lost or did not yet receive their ballot to
submit a written request to spoil their AV ballot
and receive a new ballot in the clerk’s office or by
mail.

Sunday, May 4, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Required 8
hours to issue and receive absentee voter ballots.

Monday, May 5, 4 p.m.: Deadline for voters who
have lost or did not yet receive their ballot to
submit a written request to spoil their absentee
voter ballot and receive a new ballot in the clerk’s
office.

Tuesday, May 6, 7a.m.-8 p.m.: Election Day.

Zoey Hallam is Laketown Township deputy
clerk. She can be reached at (616) 335-3050
or Zoey@laketowntwp.org
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What’s on the ballot

Precinct 1:

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF HOLLAND
OPERATING MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL

This proposal will allow the school district to continue to
levy the statutory rate of not to exceed 18 mills on all
property, except principal residence and other property
exempted by law, required for the school district to
receive its revenue per pupil foundation allowance and
renews millage that will expire with the 2025 tax levy.

Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitation of
19.2523 mills ($19.2523 on each $1,000 of taxable
valuation) on the amount of taxes which may be
assessed against all property, except principal residence
and other property exempted by law, in the School
District of the City of Holland, Ottawa and Allegan
Counties, Michigan, be renewed for a period of 3 years,
2026, 2027 and 2028, to provide funds for operating
purposes; the estimate of the revenue the school district
will collect if the millage is approved and 18 mills are
levied in 2026 is approximately $13,295,000 (this is a
renewal of millage that will expire with the 2025 tax
levy)?

Precincts 1, 2 and 3:

OTTAWA AREA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL EDUCATION MILLAGE PROPOSAL

This proposal will allow the intermediate school district to
continue to levy the special education millage previously
approved by the electors and restores millage lost as a
result of the reduction required by the Michigan
Constitution of 1963.

Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitation of
1.2425 mills ($1.2425 on each $1,000 of taxable
valuation), on the amount of taxes which may be
assessed against all property in Ottawa Area
Intermediate School District, Michigan, to provide funds
for the education of students with a disability, be
renewed for a period of 18 years, 2027 to 2044,
inclusive, and also be increased by .5000 mill ($0.5000
on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 20
years, 2025 to 2044, inclusive; the estimate of the
revenue the intermediate school district will collect if the
millage is approved and levied in 2025 is approximately
$4,545,865 from local property taxes authorized herein
(this is a renewal of millage that will expire with the 2026
tax levy and a restoration of millage lost as a result of the
reduction required by the Michigan Constitution of
1963)?
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From the Supervisor

The supervisor has
many responsibilities

By Steven Ringelberg

The duties of the supervisor are very different than those of a
township manager. In addition to the statutory duties below, the
supervisor’s primary role is to serve on the board of trustees and
help set policy and budgets for the township. It is a part-time job.

A township manager has the responsibility to execute on the
policies set by the board of trustees, as well as being alert to
possibilities that should be put before the board of trustees for
debate and votes. It is a full-time job.

Supervisor statutory duties and authority
e Moderates board and annual budget meetings.

e Serves as chief assessing officer (if certified). If not
certified, manages the certified assessor.

e Serves as secretary to the board of review (property
assessment appeals).

e Serves as the township’s legal agent.

e Develops the township budget with input from the board of
trustees and staff.

e Appoints some commission members and nominates
others (including planning commission, zoning board of
appeals, Herrick District Library Board, Macatawa Area
Coordinating Council committees, etc.).

e Serves as a member of elections commission (appoints
election inspectors).

e May call special meetings.
e May appoint a deputy.
e May administer oaths of office.

Steven Ringelberg is Laketown Township supervisor and interim
manager. Reach him at steven@]Jaketowntwp.org or (616) 335-
3050.
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COMMUNITY from Page 3

A priority needs to be placed
on ways to make the parks
more accessible and usable
for all ages — stairs need to
have rails, walkways need to
be barrier free, and pathways
should have at least one solid
surface option.

Reliable internet

In a land made of and
surrounded by sand dunes,
access to reliable internet and
phone service can be a
challenge. This past fall, a
new internet provider,
123NET, installed fiber to
underserviced areas.
Additionally, Frontier, 123Net
and Comcast are seeking a
state grant to deploy
broadband to over 160 homes
in Laketown that currently do
not have access to broadband
connections. Communication
about community activities is
provided by the township in
digital and online formats
supplemented by print
materials and public
meetings.

If you have an idea on how to
make Laketown better, please
contact us at
steven@laketowntwp.org and
michelle@laketowntwp.org.

Steven Ringelberg is
Laketown Township
supervisor and interim
manager.

Michelle Sall is community
development director and
deputy supervisor. Both can
be reached at (616) 335-
3050.
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Spring 2025

From the Treasurer

Winter tax collection went smoothly

By Jim Johnson

Greetings, friends and neighbors. Spring has
sprung, and the beauty of our township has
started to show itself as the trees and flowers
come alive once again.

Our Feb. 14 tax collection went smoothly, and I'd
like to express my thanks to our dedicated staff
at the township office who processed a huge
amount of transactions and provided assistance
to many residents who called or came to our
office.

Additionally, a big thanks to all of the residents
who made the effort to pay their taxes on time.
As previously mentioned, the winter taxes are
especially important to the township as it's the
only time of the year that we receive a small
portion of your property taxes to help pay our bills
throughout the year.

We did receive some pretty good news a couple
months ago from the State of Michigan.

Inflation factor

The Treasury Department set a lower property
tax inflation factor of 3.1 percent for the 2025
assessment year, considerably lower than the
unprecedented two years in a row of the max
increase of 5 percent. As many of you know, the
township treasurer has responsibility to collect
the property taxes but is not involved in the
setting the amount of property tax you pay. That
responsibility falls on the assessor, school
districts, the county, the state, the library board,
the aquatic center board, the township board and
voters. Let’s all hope inflation is kept in check
and future increases are on the lower end of the
range between 0 and 5 percent.

Jim Johnson is Laketown Township treasurer. He
can be reached at Jin@laketowntwp.org.



