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POPE LEO X1V

A SACRED CHAPTER:

The seminary
years at the
Felt Estate
[1949-1977)

ONG BEFORE THE FELT ESTATE
L}BEBAME A PUBLIC LANDMARK AND
HISTORIC DESTINATION, IT WAS A PLACE
OF QUIET DISCERNMENT, FORMATION AND
FAITH. FROM 1949 T0 1977, THE MANSION
AND SURROUNDING GROUNDS SERVED
AS A SEMINARY FOR THE AUGUSTINIAN
ORDER. THIS WAS AN ERA OF SPIRITUAL
DEPTH THAT LEFT A LASTING IMPRINT ON
THE PROPERTY AND THE WEST MICHIGAN
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY.
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A A group of cloistered Augustimiz= ~uns Trom Spain who lived at the semi-
nary. (L to R) Sr. Carmelitz g2 Jesus 3¢ Mariz dzl Carmen, Sr. Maria del Buen
Consejo, Mother Maria de los A~osies. Sr. Consuelo de Jesus, Sr. Monica Cano,
Sr. Maria Sagrario, and Sistar Marz 22 Cz—no. Photo: “the Augustinians: Our
Mother of Good Council Provincz Twanty-=h Anniversary 1941-1966”

5 Hall August 26, 1963. L-R Father.r Fink,

Cavanaugh, ,i{. H_ 2 and Sinnott
e
A Photo: “the Augustinizns: Our Mother of Good
Council Province Twenty-F5 Anniversary 1941-1966”

A Believed to be (L to R) Br. Fred Kaiser, Father Ronald Scheibel,
and Father John Mahoney, prior. Photo: Friends of the Felt Estate
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LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE FELT ESTATE
and contribute to its
continued preservation
and restoration efforts
at feltmansion.org

A Hickey Hall, the “new” seminary building for St. Augustine Prep,
named in honor of the Most Rev. Joseph A. Hickey, O.S.A,, first American
prior general of the Augustinians. Photo: Friends of the Felt Estate
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Purchased by the Augustinians from the
daughters of Dorr and Agnes Felt, the mansion :
was transformed from a private family home —
into a house of religious instruction. The estate A Image of the Felt Mansion, then serving as the first seminary build-
became home to the St. Augustine Preparatory ing for St. Augustine Prep. Photo: “the Augustinians: Our Mother of

Seminary, a boarding school for young men Good Council Province Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 1941-1966

discerning a call to the priesthood. The setting -

peaceful, natural and removed from distraction - we seek to honor through the preservation of
was well suited to prayer, study and the develop- the Felt Mansion and the programs we offer. His
ment of vocations. election as the first American-born pope is not
The estate also housed a cloistered group of only historic but also profoundly personal to this
Spanish Augustinian nuns who lived in prayer- : place and to the many in West Michigan who still
ful devotion on the property. Together with Y = recall the seminary years.
the priests and students, they formed a vibrant R - The seminary chapter ended in the late 1970s,
religious community whose legacy still echoes as school enrollment declined and the property
through the estate’s mission of service, educa- ELIZABETH  was sold to the State of Michigan. Yet the memo-
tion, and stewardship. McEWEN ry of those years remains alive. Today, as the Felt

is the executive

As the global Church welcomes Pope Leo Estate welcomes visitors from all backgrounds, it

X1V, he has a little-known connection to West Th(:;:?tt(l)«:rs::te. holds a special place in its heart for those who re-
Michigan. He was once among the young men member and wish to honor its Catholic heritage.
who studied and prayed at the Felt Estate. Then We are proud to steward the historic buildings
known as Robert Francis Prevost, he graduated and landscapes of Pope Leo XIV's formative

from St. Augustine Prep in 1973. His formative years. In light of Pope Leo XIV’s election, we in-
years on these grounds, under the guidance of vite the faithful to rediscover this sacred chapter
the Augustinian Order, helped shape a vocation in the history of West Michigan. The Felt Estate
that would eventually lead him to the papacy. was once a place of preparation for future priests.
His life of service, his commitment to social Now, it stands as a place of reflection, learning,
justice, and his unique connection to both Amer- and spiritual connection - a place where the past
ican and global communities reflect values that meets the present in a meaningful way. +
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