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New truck 
delivered 

 

By Doug DenBleyker 

Thank you to everyone 
who came out to our 
annual pancake breakfast 
this year. It was another 
success.  

We tried a new way of 
asking you to pay for your 
breakfast. Instead of the 
suggested donation route 
with a fixed amount that 
we have used for decades, 
we asked people to donate 
what they felt was 
appropriate for breakfast. 
This proved, for the first 
year, to be a good move.  

Continued on Page 5 

Keep in touch with Laketown news 

Sign up for our E-newsletter through the QR 
code on the right. You can also go to 
laketowntwp.org, scroll to the bottom right and 
click on “Sign Up for Our Newsletter.” 

Stephanie Fox, Laketown Township’s new manager, starts Monday, 
Sept. 29. “I am eager to work collaboratively with the board, staff, 
and residents to accomplish the goals of the township. Laketown 
Township is a wonderful community, and I look forward to ensuring 
it continues to thrive,” she said. 
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Meet the planning commission 

Fall 2025 Laketowntwp.org 

By Steven Ringelberg & Jim Hayden 

The Laketown Township Planning Commission is 
made up of five people appointed by the 
township supervisor and approved by the 
township board. The planning commission: 

Develops and implements the township’s master 
plan; Makes recommendations to the board of 
trustees on zoning ordinances; Reviews and 
approves or denies special land use permits; 
Reviews and approves or denies planned unit 
developments; and reviews and approves or 
denies site plans. 

The commission meets the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the township hall, 4338 
Beeline Road. Here’s a little bit about each 
member: 

Ray Buursma and his family moved to Laketown 
Township more than three decades ago. They 
love this area and recognize it as a treasure. 

Buursma served two terms with the parks and 
recreation commission which, at the time, gained 
Huyser Park, developed horse trails at Farview 
Park, established a disc golf course at Shore 
Acres, and built stairs at Laketown Beach. He 
was appointed to the planning commission in 
December 2023 for a 3-year term 

He hopes to do his part to keep the township 
mostly rural and agricultural, but understands 
West Michigan is growing and recognizes the 
factors pushing outward from Holland toward 
Laketown.  

Jay Cravens and his wife moved to Laketown 
Township about three years ago. Cravens has 
lived in West Michigan most of his life and settled 
in Laketown because it was the quieter side of 
the Holland area. He was appointed to the 
planning commission in June 2024. 

Before retiring, Cravens spent more than 20 
years as a professional municipal planner and 20 

years as municipal manager. He has been active 
in professional associations related to land 
planning and municipal management. Since 
retiring he has kept busy gardening.  

“I also enjoy running. Many of the routes I run are 
along the pathways the township has provided. In 
fact, that is one of the reasons we chose to live in 
Laketown,” he said. His favorite route usually is 
147th Avenue, with an occasional stop at 
Sanctuary Woods.  I also take advantage of our 
quite roads and ride my bike down Beeline, then 
wander over to 66th Street. It’s a very peaceful 
ride,” he said. 

“I feel that I offer my training and expertise to our 
township,” he said. “I want to make sure that any 
new development is consistent with community’s 
long-term plans.” 

Pat Dietrich and his wife, Cheryl, moved 
Laketown Township in 2006. Cheryl is a native of 
Holland and Dietrich is from Buffalo. 

He was a Laketown Township trustee from 2023 
to 2024 and was appointed to the planning 
commission in December 2024. 

Continued on The Back Page 

 
The Laketown Township Planning Commission. 
Front, from left, Vice Chairperson Jay Cravens and 
Chairperson Chad Nienhuis. Back, from left, Mark 
Timmerman, Ray Buursma and Patrick Dietrich. 
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Township  
contacts 

 
OFFICE: (616) 335-3050 

HOURS 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday:  7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Supervisor – Steven Ringelberg 

steven@laketowntwp.org 
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson 

jim@laketowntwp.org 
Clerk – Jim Delaney 

jamesd@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mark Timmerman 

mark@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mike Koeman 
mike@laketowntwp.org 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chair – Chad Nienhuis 
 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
Chair – Casey Kimes 

 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Chair – Brad Laninga 
parks@laketowntwp.org 

 
STAFF 

Manager – Stephanie Fox 
stephanie@laketowntwp.org 

Admin. Assistant/Finance – Amy Scholten 
amy@laketowntwp.org 
Assessor – Don Jollay 
don@laketowntwp.org 

Community Development/Zoning– 
Michelle Sall 

michelle@laketowntwp.org 
Deputy Treasurer - Sophia Poel 

sophia@laketowntwp.org 
Deputy Clerk -- Zoey Hallam 

zoey@laketowntwp.org 
Maintenance/Facilities – Jeff Partyka 

jeff@laketowntwp.org 
Public Information – Jim Hayden 

jimh@laketowntwp.org 
 

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker  

(616) 396-4060 
chief@graafschapfire.org 

From the clerk’s office 

Fall 2025 Laketowntwp.org 

By Zoey Hallam 

On August 5, 2025, Laketown Township residents once 
again demonstrated their commitment to civic 
engagement by participating in the township election. 
Turnout was about 23 percent, which is typical for a 
spring or summer local-only election. Of the ballots cast, 
approximately 73 percent were absentee ballots. On the 
ballot were two local proposals and one Holland School 
proposal; all of which passed. 

As always, our Clerk’s Office and election workers 
worked diligently to ensure the election was fair, 
accurate, and transparent. The day after the election, 
the Allegan County Board of Canvassers reviewed our 
records and gave Laketown full marks for every precinct 
as well as the Absentee Voter Counting Board. We are 
grateful to every voter who took part in the democratic 
process. 

Transparency in local government continues to be a 
priority in Laketown. For several years, the township 
has provided Zoom access to board meetings, allowing 
residents to listen in from home. Building on that 
commitment the township board unanimously approved 
on April 9, 2025, a motion to record and post board 
meetings on YouTube. This new step makes it even 
easier for residents to follow township decisions. 

With this decision, township board meetings are 
available online for six months after each meeting, while 
joint board–planning commission meetings remain 
available for one year. The first township board meeting 
posted was held on May 14, 2025. Residents can find 
links on the Laketown website at 
laketowntwp.org/boards-commissions or directly on 
YouTube by searching “@laketowntownship.” 

Laketown is proud of these strides toward transparency 
and will continue exploring new ways to keep residents 
informed and engaged. 

Zoey Hallam is deputy clerk. She can be reached at 
zoey@laketowntwp.org. 

Election update and 
expanding transparency 
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Supervisor/interim manager 

Manager experience, 
recycling, office hours  

By Steven Ringelberg 

I have enjoyed being the interim manager of Laketown Township 
between December 2024 and October 2025 and appreciated 
meeting many of the citizens of Laketown who have called and 
stopped by township hall this year to share their views about 
issues facing Laketown. I have been privileged to work with a 
great township staff and I am confident that our new manager, 
Stephanie Fox, will have all the support and guidance she needs 
to learn her new role.  

As supervisor I will continue to be involved with the township on 
policy and budget issues, but as always, it will be the manager 
and the staff that execute on those policies and do the hard work 
required to make good things happen for Laketown. 

Household waste, yard waste, and recycling: Please complete 
and return the survey in this newsletter. We have heard from 
many of you already, and it is clear that we need to make 
improvements to household waste, yard waste, and recycling 
services. We need better customer service, more flexibility for our 
residents in terms of bags and containers, and we need a 
recycling system that works. The Republic contract expires in 
March of 2027 but can be terminated by the township on 90-days 
notice. Pricing for residential service under this contract is fixed.  

If you believe your invoice from Republic is too high please bring 
it by, or send it to, the township, and we will review. If you have 
complaints about Republic and its services, please let the 
township know.   

Supervisor’s open office hours: Starting in October, I will hold 
open office hours at the township hall, 4338 Beeline Road, on the 
second Tuesday of every month from 8-9 a.m. and on the third 
Thursday of every month from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Please stop in and 
tell me what you think about the issues facing Laketown 
Township. 

Steven Ringelberg is Laketown Township supervisor. He can be 
reached at steven@laketowntwp.org or (616) 335-3050. 

Continued from Page 1 

Most people donated slightly 
more than they did in the past.  

Another change to the 
breakfast this year is that 
money raised, moving forward, 
goes into our 501c3 
organization called “The 
Friends of the Graafschap Fire 
Department.” This tax-exempt 
organization has no affiliation 
with the townships of Fillmore 
or Laketown who fund fire 
department operations. 

The change opens 
opportunities for greater 
partnerships with local 
businesses and corporations 
that share our vision of 
community service and offers 
them and the public an avenue 
to make tax-exempt donations 
that stay with the firefighters to 
support our vision. 

New truck 

After several years of planning, 
the first of two new pumper/ 
tankers has been delivered and 
replaces a 2007 that has 
reached the end of its useful 
life. The truck will be ready for 
service when equipment has 
been mounted, and initial 
training has been completed. 
The total for this pumper/tanker 
was $569,743. 

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the 
Graafschap Fire Department 
that covers all of Laketown 
Township and part of Fillmore 
Township. He can be reached 
at (616) 396-4060 or 
chief@graafschapfire.org. 
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Dietrich is a retired Coast Guard officer after 
serving for 21 years. He and his wife have three 
adult children and 11 grandchildren, most of 
them living in Laketown. 

Dietrich said he wanted to serve on the planning 
commission to help ensure that the vision for the 
community, as articulated in the master plan, is 
faithfully achieved. 

“My professional skills in planning and project 
management help me to ensure that the 
decisions I make as a planning commissioner 
reflect a fair and accurate application of township 
ordinances and master plan guidance,” he said. 

Chad Nienhuis is chairperson of the planning 
commission. He has lived in the township since 
December 2017. He joined the zoning board of 
appeals in 2019 and the planning commission in 
2020. He was reappointed to a 3-year term in 
2023. 

He has been working in the commercial and 

residential design and construction industries 
since 1998. He is married with two children. 

“I wanted to find a way to give back to and be 
more connected with the Laketown Township 
community,” he said about serving on the 
planning commission. 

Mark Timmerman is the township board 
representative appointed to the planning 
commission in December 2024. 

Timmerman is a co-owner of GreenMark 
Equipment (John Deere) which supports and 
enhances the lives of the farmers, small 
businesses and residential communities across 
Southwestern Michigan and Northern Indiana. 

In a questionnaire from the August 2024 primary, 
Timmerman said communication and 
transparency between the residents and 
township is a top issue. “My strongest and most 
important secondary qualifications to serve as a 
Laketown trustee is my lifelong commitment to 
honesty, integrity and respect toward my fellow 
residents,” he said. 

 You don’t have to wait for the quarterly newsletter or even an E-newsletter for 
information on what’s going on in Laketown Township. Go to laketowntwp.org. 
Scroll below the photos to where it says, “Sign up to receive an email when we 
post new stories.” Updates will immediately come to your email. 

Instant 
info 


