
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Winter tax deadline 

From the Assessor 

By Don Jollay 

Each year, Laketown Township mails 
Assessment Change Notices to 
property owners. While easy to 
overlook, this notice contains 
important information that affects 
how property taxes are calculated. 
Understanding basic assessment 
principles helps ensure fairness and 
prevent confusion. 

Laketown Township encourages all 
property owners to review their 
assessment notice annually. 
Understanding how assessments, 
uncapping, and exemptions work 
promotes fairness and transparency 
for everyone. 

Key property value terms 

Michigan property taxes are based 
on three values: 

Continued on Page 6 

Understanding 
your property 
assessment 

By Zoey Hallam 

Last fall, Laketown 
Township asked residents 
to complete a community 
recycling survey to better 
understand participation 
levels, challenges with the 
current system, and interest 
in future improvements. 

Out of approximately 2,400 
households, we received 

 

What a 
difference 
it makes! 

Spencer Covey, bottom photo, of Covey Construction 
repaired the historic Interurban railroad wait station at 
Farview Park in October. The final work is on top. 
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Winter tax payments are due 
Feb. 17, 2026. 

Questions, call (616) 335-3050. 

Surveys show interest in recycling 
360 responses, representing 
about 15 percent of the 
township and providing a 
reliable perspective of 
communitywide attitudes. 

The survey showed that 92 
percent of respondents are 
currently recycling. A 
common theme in the 
responses was frustration  

Continued on Page 8 

 

 

 

Winter wonderland! 

The Laketown Township Hall, 4338 Beeline Road, is open 
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, and 7:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays. The phone number is (616) 335-
3050. Board and commission meetings are held at the hall 
unless otherwise noted. For a complete list of contacts, 
check out page 4 or laketowntwp.org. 



 

 

 

  
Parks Commission 

Hot tips at free winter workshops 
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By Mary Jo Bertolino 

Winter is a time when we often slow down and 
plan for spring and summer days outside. When 
most of our outside time consists of shoveling 
snow, we yearn for better weather, for hiking in 
our beautiful parks or working the soil in 
vegetable and flower gardens. Our Winter Indoor 
Program is a boredom buster that both educates 
and introduces some elements of nature.  

February looks at oak wilt 

The next presentation in our series will be in 
February focused on oak wilt as given by Ben 
Savoie, forester from Berrien Conservation 
District. He is the forester for our area and also 
covers a large portion of Western Michigan. 

Now is the time to do a survey of your oak trees 
and look for broken limbs that need pruning. If 
left unpruned, sap beetles could be attracted to 
the injured area and spread the fungus that will 
kill your trees in months. Laketown has oak wilt 
and being proactive could help save your trees. 

Come listen to Ben’s presentation on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at 1 p.m. at the Laketown Township town 
hall, 4338 Beeline Road.  

March topic culinary gardens 

Our final winter program in March will focus on 
culinary gardens. Just in time for planning your 
garden, Eighth Day Farm will teach us how to set 
up a garden specifically for fresh herbs. Learn 
what herbs complement each other and how to 
avoid overcrowding. 

Chef Corey from The Beard And The Gal will 
also be there to help with choosing and 
preparing fresh herbs for cooking.  This March 
date has not been confirmed but we do know 
that it will be at the Carriage House at Felt 
Estate. Stay tuned for updates for this program. 

Announcements will be made on the township 

Announcements will be made on the township 
website, laketowntwp.org. 

Mary Jo Bertolino is a member of the Laketown 
Township Parks and Recreation Commission. 
She can be reached at parks@laketowntwp.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owl Prowl on Feb. 6 
Laketown Township and the Outdoor Discovery 
Center partner for programs throughout the year. 
There is no charge to participate in the programs 
sponsored by the Laketown Township Parks and 
Recreation Commission. 

February’s program is the Superb Owl Prowl, Friday, 
Feb. 6, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Farview Park, 6257 
138th Ave. 

Hike the trails of Laketown Township’s Farview Park in 
search of resident and migratory owls. The group will 
try to call in Eastern screech, barred, and great horned 
owls. 

Flashlights welcome. 

Dress for the weather. 

Suggested for ages 6 and up. Guardians stay with the 
class. 

Registration required at outdoordiscovery.org. 

 

An Outdoor 
Discovery 
Center 
naturalist 
holds a 
barred owl at 
the “Superb 
Owl Prowl” 
in this 2024 
photo. 
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Graafschap Fire Department 

Calls on the rise, staffing a challenge 
By Doug DenBleyker 

As we close out 2025, we would like to share a 
snapshot of the past year and provide a few 
important safety reminders to our community. 

We ended the year with a total of 899 calls for 
service, representing a 2.6 percent increase over 
2024. Of those calls, 571 occurred in Laketown 
Township and 229 in Fillmore Township. We also 
assisted other fire departments 99 times, bringing 
the total to 899 calls. In addition, we received 
assistance from neighboring departments on 54 
occasions. These numbers highlight the 
continued demand for emergency services and 
the importance of regional cooperation. 

Staffing and equipment 

Staffing remains a challenge, but we made 
progress in 2025 by hiring two paid-on-call 
personnel. Our current roster stands at 18 
members, which is still well below where we 
need to be. We are grateful for the dedication of 
our team. 

Four of our newer members recently completed a 
six-month EMT course, and one of our newest 
members has begun the fire academy, where he 
will train two nights per week and most Saturdays 
for the next five months. This level of training 
requires significant commitment, and we are 
fortunate to have individuals willing to invest that 
time and effort. 

On the equipment front, the new pumper/tanker 
is now in service. We are currently awaiting 
delivery of the chassis that will replace our 
current 1994 pumper/tanker. Once it arrives, it 
will be stored at the fire station until spring, at 
which time it will be delivered to Spencer in 
South Haven for final assembly. 

Staying safe 

As always, we want to remind residents about  

carbon monoxide safety. Do you have carbon 
monoxide alarms? If you do not, or if your alarms 
are more than seven years old, they need to be 
replaced. If you need help checking the dates or 
cannot afford new alarms, contact us at (616) 
396-4060. We would be happy to stop by and 
make sure you have what you need to stay safe. 

If you are using alternative heating sources this 
winter, please ensure they are designed for 
indoor use and operated according to 
manufacturer guidelines. If you have any 
questions, do not hesitate to reach out. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Doug DenBleyker is chief of the Graafschap Fire 
Department that covers all of Laketown 
Township and part of Fillmore Township. He can 
be reached at (616) 396-4060 or 
chief@graafschapfire.org. 

 
Get burn permits through 

the fire department 

You can burn branches and twigs in Laketown 
Township, but you need a burn permit from the 
Graafschap Fire Department. 

Call the department, (616) 396-4060, on the 
day you are going to burn or the day before. If 
there is no answer when you call, please leave 
a message in the burn permit voice mailbox and 
we will call you back. There is no fee for a 
permit. You will receive verbal approval, unless 
weather and dryness conditions prohibit safe 
burning.  

If you live in a subdivision, you may burn on odd 
days only and a permit is required. 

You are not permitted to burn such items as 
treated lumber, construction debris, furniture, 
appliances or garbage. 
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Township  
Contacts  

 
OFFICE: (616) 335-3050 

HOURS 
Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday:  7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

TOWNSHIP BOARD 
Supervisor – Steven Ringelberg 

steven@laketowntwp.org 
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson 

jim@laketowntwp.org 
Clerk – Jim Delaney 

jamesd@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mark Timmerman 

mark@laketowntwp.org 
Trustee – Mike Koeman 
mike@laketowntwp.org 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Chair – Chad Nienhuis 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

Chair – Casey Kimes 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Chair – Brad Laninga 
parks@laketowntwp.org 

 
STAFF 

Manager – Stephanie Fox 
stephanie@laketowntwp.org 
Admin. Assistant/Finance –  

Samantha Eaton 
samantha@laketowntwp.org 

Assessor – Don Jollay 
don@laketowntwp.org 

Community Development/Zoning– 
Michelle Sall 

michelle@laketowntwp.org 
Admin. Assistant/Deputy Treasurer -- 

Sophia Poel 
sophia@laketowntwp.org 

Admin. Assistant/Deputy Clerk --  
Zoey Hallam 

zoey@laketowntwp.org 
Maintenance/Facilities – Jeff Partyka 

jeff@laketowntwp.org 
Public Information – Jim Hayden 

jimh@laketowntwp.org 
 

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker  

(616) 396-4060 
chief@graafschapfire.org 
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2 new staff members join 
Laketown Township team 

 

Two people have recently joined the staff at Laketown 
Township. 

Dennis Kroeze started as electrical inspector on Jan. 1. 
Samantha Eaton began work Sept. 24 as financial 
administration. 

“I am happy to fill the role of electrical inspector for 
Laketown Township,” Kroeze said. “I have been in the 
electrical trade for about 20 years now.” 

Kroeze assisted previous inspector Jeff Nyboer for the 
past 8 months.  

Kroeze can be reached at (616) 610-2897 or 
at kanduitinspects@gmail.com. 

Eaton has a bachelor’s degree in business with a minor 
in human resources from Ferris State University. 

“I then accepted a position in human resources for FSU 
and completed my MBA while working full time,” she 
said. “A move took me to Illinois where I worked at PNC 
Bank as a compliance testing analyst for 12-plus years 
but when the opportunity to move back to Michigan 
came about, my family jumped at it, and we landed in 
Hamilton where I began looking for work closer to 
home.” 

The community drew Eaton to Laketown. 

“I met several of the staff members for my in-person 
interview and everyone was so personable and friendly, 
and it seemed like a great place to work,” she said. 
“Laketown is a beautiful area, and the staff and 
residents have been incredibly welcoming.” 

Getting news about Laketown 

 

Sign up for the Laketown Link 
E-newsletter! Click on the 
QR code at the left.  

Check out the website at 
laketowntwp.org 

Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram. 
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Hazardous 
waste 
drop-off 
Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day for 
Laketown Township 
residents is June 6 
from 8-11:30 a.m. at 
Republic Services of 
Holland Westshore 
Recycling, 4368 
60th St. 

Voucher 

To control vehicle 
traffic and quantities 
of hazardous waste 
to be disposed, 
vouchers are 
required. Vouchers 
may be picked up at 
the Republic 
Services of Holland 
scale house before 
the collection date. 
Hours are 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

You will need a valid 
ID and a current 
account with 
Republic to receive 
a voucher. 

Vouchers are only 
valid for the date 
noted, must be 
presented at drop-off 
and will not be 
issued on the day of 
the event. 

For details, visit 
laketowntwp.org/ 
trash-services 

Laketown Township residents 
have access to a reservation-
based countywide bus system with 
Allegan County Transportation. 

The service, which has been 
available since 2000, is funded 
through Allegan County. Laketown 
Township does not pay extra for 
the service. 

How to schedule 

To schedule a trip, call (269) 673-
4229 or (877) 788-2287 the day 
before travel; scheduling services 
are available on weekdays until 
5:30 p.m. Please have the 
following information ready to give 
to the scheduling office: 

Your name and address; Your 
destination; Requested date and 
time of pickup and return rides; 

Whether you need an accessible 
vehicle or assistance; Date of birth 
for senior fare; Phone number. 

Priorities 

The bus service out of Allegan 
schedules on a priority basis: 

Priority One — Standing 
Orders/Subscription Trips: 
These are services, established in 
advance, same passenger, same 
time, and same origin. They are 
based on availability. Medical trips 
take precedence.  

Priority Two — Reserved Trips: 
These rides are reserved before 
noon the prior business day. 

Priority Three — On Demand:  

See The Back Page 

 

Allegan County Transportation 
services available for residents 



 

 

 

  

 
Continued from Page 1 

Assessed Value (AV): The assessed value represents 50 percent of a property’s estimated market 
value, also known as true cash value. 

State Equalized Value (SEV): The SEV is the assessed value after county and state equalization 
review. In most cases, AV and SEV are the same. 

Taxable Value (TV): The taxable value is the number used to calculate property taxes. Under 
Proposal A, annual increases are limited to the lesser of 5 percent or inflation/ CPI (Consumers Price 
Index), unless an exception applies. 

Why values change 

Assessment changes do not automatically mean higher taxes. Values may change due to: 

 Real estate market trends 

 New construction or improvements 

 Corrections to property records 

 Removal of damaged or demolished structures 

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

Taxes are calculated using taxable value, not 
assessed value. 

One of the most common misconceptions is 
why taxes often increase the year after a 
property is purchased. 

When a transfer of ownership occurs, Michigan 
law requires the property’s taxable value to be 
“uncapped.” 

This means:  

 The taxable value is reset to match the 
current assessed value 

 The Proposal A cap is removed for that 
year only 

 Future increases are capped again 
after the reset and only increased by 
the CPI or new construction. 

Uncapping is not a tax increase and is not 
discretionary. It reflects the end of the previous 
owner’s capped taxable value and applies to 
most property sales and transfers. 

Principal Residence Exemption 

The Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) 
exempts 18 mills of school operating taxes on 
a homeowner’s primary residence.  

To qualify:  

 The property must be your primary 
residence 

 A PRE affidavit must be filed with the 
township 

If the home is sold, rented, or no longer used 
as a primary residence, the PRE must be 
rescinded. If you have a PRE on another 
property, it must be rescinded before another 
can be approved. Incorrect claims may result in 
back taxes, penalties, and interest. 

Reading your assessment change notice 

Your Assessment Change Notice provides a 
summary of how your property is valued and  

taxed for the current year. It shows: Prior and 
current assessed value; Prior and current taxable 
value; Exemption status, including Principal 
Residence Exemption; Appeal rights and 
deadlines 

Property owners are encouraged to review the 
notice alongside the handout and verify that all 
property details are accurate. 

Why reviewing your notice matters 

Reviewing your assessment notice helps: Catch 
errors early; Understand uncapping or PRE 
changes; Avoid surprises. 

If you disagree with your assessment, you may 
appeal to the March Board of Review. Deadlines 
are firm and listed on the bottom of the 
Assessment Change Notice. 

Frequently asked questions 

Why did my taxes increase after I bought my 
home? 
The taxable value was uncapped following the 
transfer of ownership. 

Does assessed value determine my taxes? 
No. Taxes are based on taxable value. 

Does uncapping happen every year? 
No. Uncapping occurs only the year immediately 
following a transfer of ownership. 

Can I lose my PRE? 
Yes, if the property is no longer your primary 
residence or if ownership changes. 

Don Jollay is Laketown Township Assessor.  

 

Questions and assistance 
For questions about your assessment, 
uncapping, PRE status, or appeal options, 
contact: 

Laketown Township Assessor’s Office 
4338 Beeline Rd, Holland, MI 49423 

(616) 335-3050 
Don@laketowntwp.org 
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Continued from page 1 

with the yellow bag system. Many residents were surprised 
to learn that only about 20 percent of the recyclable 
material set out is actually recovered, despite the time and 
care they take to rinse containers and prepare materials. 

Responses reflected a range of perspectives. Some 
residents were strongly in favor of improving recycling and 
asked the township to hold our recycling partner to a higher 
standard. A smaller group shared that recycling is not a 
priority for them and that they would not support paying for 
additional services. While this was not the majority view, it 
is a valid perspective and an important part of the overall 
data. 

Even with differing viewpoints, the results showed clear 
interest in improvement. When asked about cost, 78 
percent of respondents indicated they would be willing to 
pay more for better recycling services. 

Because Laketown has a single-hauler contract with 
Republic Services, any meaningful change needs to start at 
the township level. The township is exploring options that 
support improvement without placing the full burden on 
residents, which is why grant funding has been a key focus. 

Grants 

I am pleased to share that Laketown Township was 
awarded a $10,000 Recycling Seed Grant. This funding 
allows the township to begin testing recycling carts on a 
limited scale and evaluate how a cart-based system could 
work in Laketown before any broader decisions are made. 

The township has also applied for a much larger grant 
through the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy to potentially purchase additional recycling carts for 
broader township use. We are currently waiting to hear 
whether that funding will be awarded. 

No changes to recycling services or fees are being made at 
this time. Any future recommendations will be discussed 
publicly by the township board. 

Thank you to everyone who shared their thoughts and 
perspectives. Hearing from residents across the spectrum 
helps ensure decisions are thoughtful, balanced, and 
grounded in community input. 

Zoey Hallam is deputy clerk. She can be reached at (616) 
335-3050 or zoey@laketowntwp.org. 

From the Supervisor 

By Steven Ringelberg 

It takes a lot of people to operate the 
township. In addition to the elected 
board of trustees and the parks and 
recreation commission, the office 
staff, and the Graafschap Fire 
Department, there are a large 
number of volunteers who make 
everything work. 

On the planning commission, I thank 
Chad Nienhuis, Jay Cravens, Mark 
Timmerman, Ray Buursma and Patrick 
Dietrich for their service. On the zoning 
board of appeals, I thank Patrick 
Dietrich, Dale Burkett, Barb Hibiske, 
Charles “Marty” Hysen, Casey Kimes, 
Lynn Kobes, and Mike Koeman for their 
service. On the building authority, I 
thank Lynn Kobes and Bob Schaftenaar. 
On the board of review, I thank Helen 
Heneveld, Barb Hibiske, Kevin Stoike, 
and George “Teddy” Parker. I thank 
Colleen Hill for serving as Laketown’s 
representative to the Holland Aquatic 
Center, and Gary Dewey and Bob Cook 
for representing Laketown to the Herrick 
Public Library.   

Each election session we have dozens 
of volunteers who serve as inspectors to 
ensure we run clean and fair elections, 
and I appreciate all those volunteers.  
Throughout the year volunteers help the 
parks commission care for our parks, 
and I thank all of them. 

On all boards there is turnover. If you 
are interested in serving on a board 
or volunteering, contract me directly 
or the office at office@ 
laketowntwp.org or (616) 335-3050.  

Steven Ringelberg is Laketown 
Township supervisor. He can be 
reached at (616) 227-6403 and 
steven@laketowntwp.org. 

Thanks to volunteers 



 

 

 

  
From the Manager 

By Stephanie Fox 

I hope you are enjoying the winter season! I have 
learned so much while visiting the beautiful parks 
and seeing all that Laketown Township has to 
offer its residents! It has been great to see all 
those utilizing the parks and bike paths during 
the winter season and enjoying the outdoors 
sledding, walking, and hiking!  

I am honored to be the Laketown Township 
Manager. It is a privilege to serve this 
community, and I am grateful to the township 
board for the opportunity to work on behalf of our 
residents.  

My priorities are focused on good governance 
and fiscal responsibility. Prioritizing careful 
management of township finances, clear 
communication with residents, and a commitment 
to long-term planning that protects Laketown’s 
character while meeting future needs. I am 
dedicated to collaborating with the township 
board, staff, boards and commissions, 
neighboring communities, and most importantly, 
our residents! 

Fiscal responsibility, collaboration 
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By Zoey Hallam 

This will be a busy election year for Laketown. 

In May, voters in Precinct 3 in the Saugatuck 
School District will see a Saugatuck Public 
Schools millage proposal on the ballot.  Final 
ballot language is due Feb. 10. 

For more on the May 5 Saugatuck election, visit 
the Allegan County website at 
www.allegancounty.org, click on “Departments” 
then “Elections.” 

Township-wide elections will follow in August 
and November, with both elections including 
nine days of early voting in addition to Election 
Day.  

Township staff are already preparing to ensure 
each election is administered accurately, 
securely, and in compliance with state 
requirements. 

Zoey Hallam is deputy clerk. She can be 
reached at (616) 335-3050 or 
zoey@laketowntwp.org. 

Saugatuck voters will face ballot issue in May 

From the Deputy Clerk 

Communication is important to me. Township 
government works best when residents are 
informed and engaged. I encourage you to attend 
board and committee meetings, review township 
information, and share your questions or 
concerns. Your input helps guide decisions and 
ensure community values. 

We have launched a financial tab on the 
website. This tab includes financial transparency 
with revenue and expenditure reports, budgets, a 
link to the Michigan Department of Treasury 
Financial Dashboard for Laketown Township and 
audits for the township and fire department.  

I look forward to expanding my knowledge of 
Laketown Township and working with you. 
Please feel free to reach out to the township 
office if you have any questions. 

Thank you for the warm welcome, and I look 
forward to serving you. 

Stephanie Fox is Laketown Township manager. 
She can be reached (616) 335-3050 or 
stephanie@laketowntwp.org.  
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Arts festival in the spotlight 
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Herrick District Library 

By Amanda Bremer 

Join us for “Levitate: Holland Arts Festival,” a vibrant celebration 
of creative expression and local talent. Herrick District Library, in 
collaboration with Park Theater and Holland Armory, invites the 
community to showcase their talents through music, storytelling, 
poetry, dance, and art. The event is Saturday, Feb. 21, 2026, 
from 2 to 10 p.m. at three locations: Main Library Auditorium, 
Park Theater, and Holland Armory. 

Holland District Library’s spring theme is “Would You Be My 
Neighbor?” 

Like Mr. Rogers, the charismatic man known for the phrase, we 
hope to encourage everyone to nurture kindness, build 
connections, and care for one another and our community. As the 
world thaws and blooms, so too can our relationships -- 
with neighbors, with nature, and with ourselves. Let’s plant seeds 
of compassion and tend to the future we want to share.  Watch 
for upcoming events surrounding this theme, including a Mr. 
Rogers’ birthday celebration on March 20, by visiting 
herrickdl.org/events.   

Amanda Bremer is community relations aide for Herrick District 
Library. She can be reached at (616) 355-3295. 

Continued from Page 5 

Trips requested without 
advance notice. Call by noon 
the day before travel is needed 
to secure your spot on the next 
day’s schedule. 

Adults and children 13 and 
older pay $2 for a one-way trip. 
Those 60 and over, people 
with disabilities and children 5-
12 pay $1 for a one-way trip, 
except trips for those 60 and 
over are no charge (the 
Allegan Commission on Aging 
reimburses the ACT for such 
trips). Children up to 4 years 
old with an adult supervisor 
ride free. 

Transportation is available 
from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
weekdays, and on Saturdays 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

For information about ACT, 
visit www.allegancounty.org, 
hover the cursor over the 
header “Departments,” and 
click on “Transportation 
Services.” 


