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Recycling pilot program
will guide future choices

By Zoey Hallam

Laketown Township has kicked
off the next step in improving our
recycling program.

In late March, letters were
mailed to a select neighborhood
between 146th and 147th
avenues, west of 64th Street,
inviting residents to participate in
a new recycling cart pilot
program. This area was chosen
based on routing and efficiency.
The program is free to
participating residents and is
supported by the Michigan
Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy as well
as Republic Services.

Laketownt Township

If you received a participation
card, please return it as soon as
possible. Your response helps us
finalize numbers so we can move
forward with ordering carts.

See Page 9

Residents go to polls for key elections

By Zoey Hallam

Laketown Township is gearing
up for a full and important
election year, with several key
dates ahead for our community.

Upcoming elections

May 5: Special Election Holland
Public Schools proposal in

Precinct 1.
Saugatuck Public Schools
proposal in Precinct 3.

Aug. 4: Primary Election
Early Voting: July 25-Aug. 2

Nov. 3: General Election Early

voting is Oct. 24 through Nov. 1.

All early voting will take place at
See Page 7
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Spring brings back tours to mansion

Complimentary tickets below for
residents to take self-guided tours

By Elizabeth McEwen

As winter fades, we're excited to welcome
Laketown neighbors back to the Felt Estate.
There’s something special about seeing the
grounds come back to life, and we hope you'll
take a little time this season to stop in, wander,
and enjoy the space.

Our spring hours begin soon, with the mansion
open for self-guided tours Mondays from 2 to 7
p.m., Tuesdays from noon to 5 p.m., and
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. These are a
great opportunity to explore the mansion and
outbuildings at your own pace. Whether it's your
first visit or your fifth, there’s always something
new to notice!

We’re also continuing our Free-for-All

Sundays on the first Sunday of each month from
1 to 4 p.m. These open-house afternoons are
one of our favorite traditions, offering a
welcoming, no-cost opportunity for individuals
and families to spend time at the estate.

Tour tickets

We sincerely thank Laketown Township and its
residents for their continued support of this

shared community asset. To help make visiting
throughout the year even easier, each township
Clip & present at visit

ADMIT ONE

This pass is valid for ONE free self-guided tour.

For available tour times, visit
www.feltmansion.org

*Photocopies will not be accepted Expires 1/3/2027

Free concerts in July

The free
Thursdays
| at the Felt
concerts
startat 7
8 p.m. at the
Carriage
House,
6597 138t
Ave.

July 2: Blue Water Ramblers

July 9: 6 Pak

July 16: Zion Lion

July 23: Lighting Matches
July 30: Kari Lynch

Details at www.feltmansion.org

newsletter will include two complimentary self-
guided tour tickets for residents. (Photocopies
cannot be accepted, but these are transferable!
Feel free to pass them along to family or friends
if you'd like to share the experience).

Elizabeth McEwen is Executive Director of The
Felt Estate. She can be reached at (616) 335-
8982 or director@feltmansion.org.

Clip & present at visit

ADMIT ONE

This passis valid for ONE free self-guided tour.

www.feltmansion.org

*Photocopies will not be accepted Expires 1/3/2027

|
|
I For available tour times, visit
|
|



Spring 2026

Laketowntwp.org

Page 3

Graafschap Fire Department

Graafschap Fire Department is offering free blood pressure checks

Diastolic

lower number

Systolic

upper number

Hypertensive Crisis

High
Hypertension Stage 2

High
Hypertension Stage 1

Elevated
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EVERY WEDNESDAY
FROM 10 TO 12 AT

THE FIREHOUSE.

4534 60th St.
Holland, Michigan 49423

Stay safe: Burn permits, health checks

By Doug DenBleyker

As we welcome the arrival of spring and warmer
weather, we kindly remind residents to obtain a
burn permit before burning yard debris. Burn
permits are issued at no cost and can be
requested by calling the fire station at (616) 396-
4060. Please press 2 to leave a message in the
burn permit mailbox, and your call will be
returned promptly.

Residents who own rental properties or live west
of 66th Street and wish to conduct recreational
fires are required to complete an annual
application. This form is available at
www.graafschapfire.com. Please navigate to the
“Community Risk Reduction” section and select
“Burn Permits” for more information.

Free blood pressure checks

As a reminder, we offer free blood pressure
screenings every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to
noon at the fire station, 4534 60t St. High blood
pressure, or hypertension, is often referred to as
a “silent killer” due to its ability to cause
significant damage to the heart, arteries, and
other organs without noticeable symptoms. If left

untreated, it may lead to serious health
complications, including heart attack, stroke,
kidney disease, vision loss, and dementia.

Over the past several years, this program has
successfully identified individuals in need of
further medical evaluation, helping to promote
early intervention and improved health outcomes
within our community.

Pancake breakfast

We also invite you to join us for our annual
Pancake Breakfast on July 4th at the fire station.
Breakfast will be served from 6-10 a.m. This is a
wonderful opportunity to connect with neighbors,
catch up with old friends, and meet new ones.
You will have the opportunity to view the new
pumper/tanker truck, along with the department’s
full lineup of fire equipment.

Please grill safely and enjoy your summer.

Doug DenBleyker is Chief of the Graafschap Fire
Department that covers all of Laketown
Township and part of Fillmore Township. He can
be reached at (616) 396-4060 or
chief@graafschapfire.org.
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Township
Contacts

OFFICE: (616) 335-3050

HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Steven Ringelberg
steven@laketowntwp.org
Treasurer -- Jim Johnson
jim@laketowntwp.org
Clerk — Jim Delaney
jamesd@laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mark Timmerman
mark@laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mike Koeman
mike@laketowntwp.org

PLANNING COMMISSION
Chair — Chad Nienhuis
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Brad Laninga
parks@laketowntwp.org

STAFF
Manager — Stephanie Fox
stephanie@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Finance —
Samantha Eaton
samantha@laketowntwp.org
Assessor — Don Jollay
don@laketowntwp.org
Community Development/Zoning—
Michelle Sall
michelle@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Deputy Treasurer --
Sophia Poel
sophia@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Deputy Clerk --
Zoey Hallam
zoey@laketowntwp.org
Maintenance/Facilities — Jeff Partyka
jeff@laketowntwp.org
Public Information — Jim Hayden
jimh@laketowntwp.org

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief -- Doug DenBleyker
(616) 396-4060
chief@graafschapfire.org
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Treasurer’s Office

Successful winter
tax collection

By Jim Johnson

I’'m happy to report that
we had a very
successful winter tax
collection with 95.7
percent of the expected
property tax payments
collected on time. |
enjoyed meeting many
of you at the township
hall on Feb. 17 as you came in to drop off your
payments.

Sophia Poel, our deputy treasurer, processed about
3,436 summer and 3,333 winter tax payments and
skillfully allocated all of the property tax monies to the
various entities that we're required to share the funds
with. Allegan County gets a big chunk as well as the
three public school districts within our township.

Additionally, there are a number of other entities that
get a piece of your property tax dollars. There are rules
we must follow as to how to allocate every dollar that
we collect, and we must make those payments quickly
according to a strict schedule. It's a pretty complicated
task, but Sophia and team do a great job of
administering this important function within our
township and | want to thank them for their dedication
to Laketown Township and for providing excellent
service to our residents.

Operating expenses

It's only the winter taxes where Laketown Township
receives a small portion of your tax bill (1 mill) for
township operations. None of your summer taxes stay
with our township for general township “operating”
expenses so we must make the February winter taxes
last for the whole year.

Jim Johnson is Laketown Township Treasurer. He can
be reached at jim@laketowntwp.org.



Spring 2026

From the Assessor

Laketowntwp.org

Page 5

Visiting sites, keeping records accurate

By Don Jollay

With winter (finally) on its way out and warmer
days on the horizon, many of us are looking
forward to getting back out on the water, enjoying
the beach, and making the most of summer in
Laketown Township. As the season changes, our
assessing team will also be out and about
conducting routine property visits.

These visits help keep our records accurate and
up to date, something that benefits both property
owners and the township as a whole. You may
see us measuring structures, taking exterior
photos, or verifying property details. We will
always be clearly identified and will never request
to enter your home.

Property record card

This is also a great time to take a look at your
property record card. It includes important details
about your home, such as size, features, and
condition. If something doesn’t look right, we're
happy to review it with you. Keeping records

accurate helps ensure fair assessments for
everyone. If you'd like a copy of your record card,
you can request one anytime by emailing
don@laketowntwp.org.

Principal Residence Exemption

We also want to remind residents about the
Principal Residence Exemption (PRE). If your
home is your primary residence, you may qualify
for this exemption, which can significantly reduce
your property taxes. In some cases, adjoining or
contiguous vacant property may also qualify. If
you've recently moved, purchased a home, or
aren’t sure about your PRE status, now is a great
time to check.

Our goal is to keep things accurate, transparent,
and easy to understand — so you can spend less
time worrying about paperwork and more time
enjoying everything Laketown has to offer.

Don Jollay, MAAOQ, is Laketown Township
Assessor. He can be reached at (616) 335-3050
or don@laketowntwp.org.

Volunteers prep bike trails

Brandon Rapp, Mark Kappel and Austin §
TenHarmsel, at right, cleared trails on March &
25 at the Shore Acres Bike Park, 6602 138t %

Ave., in the year’s first work session at the
bike park. The next Volunteer Trail
Workdays are 5-7 p.m. on May 6.

To help out, bring gloves, durable shoes,
and a willingness to use a shovel, rake, and
wheelbarrow to improve features and learn
the basics of trail maintenance. Water and
tools provided.

Meet at the skills area, which is a few yards
north and west of the chapel at the park.

at Shore Acres Park
:w a A 1] : 1 M _,’f(,' ”'//é'?
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Parks & Outdoor Discovery Center

Free programs hlghllght parks
¥

P
RS

The Laketown Township Parks and
Recreation Commission and the Outdoor
Discovery Center 2026 programs start in
April. All the programs are free. Most
programs do not require registration though it
is appreciated. The Kayaking event on July 7
and Night Hike on Oct. 2 require registration.

For more information, visit
Outdoordiscovery.org.

Programs

April 30, 5-6 p.m.: Woodland Wildflower Walk
at Sanctuary Woods, 4750 66" St. Explore the
sights and sounds of spring. For ages 8 and up.

May 19, 9-10:30 a.m.: Migratory Birds at Participants in a hike at Sanctuary Woods Park,
Wolters Woods Park, 6281 147" Ave. Explore the 4750 66th St., in Laketown Township, look at birds
trails with a naturalist and learn to recognize birds. in June 2025.

Binoculars and field guides available. For ages 10

and up.

June 15, 10-11 a.m.: Frog Catching at Farview Park, 6257 138" Ave. Join a naturalist for exploration of
amphibians, insects, and all kinds of amazing aquatic life. Collection tubs and dip nets provided. Wear old shoes
or boots that can get wet. No sandals or bare feet. All ages welcome.

June 22, 10-11 a.m.: Tales and Trails, Wolters Woods Park, 6281 147t Ave. Enjoy a story time with a naturalist
and amazing ambassador animals up close. Afterward, take a short hike to discover plants and critters hiding in
the wild. Dress to be outside the entire time. For ages 7 and under.

July 7, 5:30-7 p.m.: Family Kayaking, Gilligan Lake, 66™ Street between 142" and 144" avenues. Registration
required. First time paddlers will enjoy the casual exploration of Gilligan Lake from single or double kayaks.
Paddlers must be at least 8 years old to use a boat on their own. A limited number of double kayaks are available.
All equipment provided. For ages 8 and up.

July 13, 11 a.m. to noon: Blueberry Fields Forever, Huyser Farm Park, 4188 64" St. Learn about blueberries.
Bring collection buckets to take home some free blueberries from the u-pick patch. All ages welcome.

Aug. 20, 10-11 a.m.: Incredible Insects, Shore Acres Park, 6602 138" Ave. Hike the dune trails of Shore Acres
Township Park and search for insects. All the materials provided. For ages 5 to 14.

Sept. 15, 5:30-6:30 p.m.: Birds of Prey, Felt Mansion Garage. Get to know the Outdoor Discovery Center
resident raptors. All ages welcome.

Oct. 2, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Night Hike, Huyser Farm Park, 4188 64" St., 6597 138! Ave. Registration required.
Step into the woods after dark for a night-time adventure. For ages 6 and up. Guardians stay with the class.

All events sponsored by the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission
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the Laketown Township offices,
4338 Beeline Road.

Training

Our goal is to ensure every
election is conducted accurately,
securely, and transparently.

On March 19, we hosted an
Election Inspector Training at the
township hall and had a fantastic
turnout. Not only did many of our
own inspectors attend, but we
also welcomed election workers
from across Allegan County. It
was great to see so many people
willing to step up and support the
election process.

| am especially grateful for our
election workers and their
continued dedication. Elections
involve detailed procedures,
legal requirements, and a
significant amount of
documentation, and those
requirements can change
regularly. Even so, our
inspectors consistently show up
ready to learn, adapt, and serve.

Much of this work happens
behind the scenes, but it plays a
critical role in maintaining fair
and accurate elections for our
community.

Questions

If you have any questions about
upcoming elections, absentee
voting, or early voting, please
contact the clerk’s office.

Zoey Hallam is Laketown
Township Deputy Clerk. She can
be reached at (616) 335-3050 or
zoey@laketowntwp.org.
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Engaged community
makes Laketown special

By Stephanie Fox

Spring is a welcome time of renewal in Laketown Township. As
the days grow longer, many of us are eager to return to the
parks, beaches, and outdoor spaces that make our township
such a special place. Township board members, staff,
residents, and volunteers help make our community such a
great place to live and visit.

Laketown Township publishes this quarterly newsletter to keep
residents informed about the township. But residents can also
stay informed through the township website, Facebook,
YouTube, Instagram and email notifications.

We hope you have had a chance to visit the financial tab on
the township’s website. This tab includes revenue and
expenditure reports, budgets, and a link to the Michigan
Department of Treasury Financial Dashboard for Laketown
Township and audits for the township and Graafschap Fire
Department. If you have questions, please reach out to me.

The township board recently approved submitting applications
for the Passport and Department of Natural Resources
Trust Fund grants for Laketown Beach. We are excited about
the possibility that funds may be awarded for improvements to
Laketown Beach, including steps, platform, and restoration of
the dunes.

Please contact the fire department for any burn permits. Call
(616) 396-4060 on the day or the day before you are planning
to burn. Please leave a message in the burn permit voice
mailbox and they will call you back. There is no fee for a burn
permit.

Laketown Township is fortunate to have an engaged
community that values the natural beauty and neighborhoods
that define Laketown Township. Thank you to everyone who
helps make Laketown a wonderful place to live and visit! | am
truly honored to serve this beautiful township.

Stephanie Fox is Manager of Laketown Township. She can be
reached at (616) 335-3050 or stephanie@laketowntwp.org.
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New steps are planned for the area called “The
Bowl,” above, at Laketown Township Beach.

Township applying for 2
grants for beach projects

Laketown Township has applied for two state
grants from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources to fund beach improvements:

One application is for a $150,000 Passport
Grant. The application includes a $50,000 match
from the township for a total of $200,000. The
money would fund steps at the top of the dune
and a 10-foot-by-32-foot viewing platform,
benches and signage. It also would pay for dune
restoration plantings of grass, trees and shrubs.

The stairs, platform and plantings are Phase 2 of
a three-phase project.

The other application is for a $400,000 Trust
Fund Grant. The application includes a
$159,250 match from the township. The money
would fund Phase 2 except the platform area. It
would also include steps from the parking lot up
the dune and timber barrier fencing in the parking
area and entrance. This is Phase 3.

The deadline to file for the grants was April 1.
The township will be notified by the end of the
year if it receives one or both grants.

The township will use general fund money to
fund stairs through “The Bowl.”

Spring 2026

County program
collecting e-waste

Laketown Township residents can
participate in the Allegan County 2026
Household Hazardous Waste and
Electronic Waste Events that start in May.

The free events are open to all county
residents. Bring driver’s license or
identification showing Allegan County
residency. All are drive-through events.
Please bring your items to this drop off and
volunteers will unload from your vehicle
and sort your items.

For more information, contact Heather
Bausick at (269) 686-4559 or email
resourcerecovery@allegancounty.org.

This countywide program is separate from
the Laketown Township Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Day in June.
See page 9 for Laketown details.

Countywide programs

May 16, 9 a.m. to noon, Harding’s Market,
300 Reno Drive, Wayland.

June 13, 9 a.m. to noon, Fennville City
Hall parking lot, 125 S. Maple St.,
Fennville.

Oct. 3, 9 a.m. to noon, Otsego Department
of Public Works, 243 N. Farmer St.,
Otsego.

No latex paint. Latex paint may be dried
out and disposed of with garbage.

Besides household hazardous waste, the
collections also accept televisions (2 per
vehicle), microwaves, cell phones, copiers,
scanners, computers and accessories.

For details, visit laketowntwp.org and enter
“waste” in the search bar.
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Laketown’s hazardous
waste drop-off is June 6

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day for
Laketown Township residents is June 6 from 8-
11:30 a.m. at Republic Services of Holland
Westshore Recycling, 4368 60th St.

Get voucher before event

To control vehicle traffic and quantities of
hazardous waste to be disposed, vouchers are
required. Vouchers may be picked up at the
Republic Services of Holland scale house before
the collection date. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

You will need a valid ID and a current account with
Republic to receive a voucher. Republic has two
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days a
year. Residents may only get a voucher for one of
the events.

Vouchers are only valid for the date noted, must be
presented at drop-off and will not be issued on the
day of the event.

There is a limit of 200 pounds of material per
voucher.

Because of the legal chain of custody required on
hazardous waste, you will be required to sign a
disposal form. Republic Service reserves the right
to reject any items.

What will be accepted
No more than five gallons of liquids per customer.

Accepted Items: Aerosol cans, antifreeze,
batteries, battery acids, detergents, degreasers,
drain cleaners, fertilizers, gasoline, grease, inks,
light bulbs, mercury items, oil, oil-based paints,
paint thinner, pesticides, propane, solvents, and
thermometers.

Not Accepted: Asbestos items, compost,
electronics, freon products, general waste cleaner,
latex paint products, lead paint items, tires,
ammunition, or flares.

Page 9
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Carts are expected to be ordered in mid- to
late April, with the goal of delivery and
program launch in June.

This pilot is an important step in evaluating
how a cart-based system could work in
Laketown. It will provide real data on
participation, usage, and material recovery,
helping guide future decisions for the entire
township.

At this time, we are still waiting to hear from
EGLE regarding our larger infrastructure
grant application, which would support
expanding recycling carts townshipwide. We
remain hopeful and will share updates as
soon as they are available.

Looking ahead

Looking ahead, our current contract with
Republic Services ends in 2027. Republic
has indicated that the yellow bag system will
not be offered in the future. If Laketown
Township wishes to continue recycling, we
will need to transition to a new system.

We appreciate the community’s interest and
engagement as we take these next steps
toward improving recycling in Laketown.

Zoey Hallam is Laketown Township Deputy
Clerk. She can be reached at (616) 335-3050
or zoey@laketowntwp.org.

Sign of spring

—_ Jeff Partyka,
la  facilities
operations,
refurbishes
the sign from
Gibson
Cemetery.
The renewed
sign is now
back at the
cemetery.
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Get ready for Summer Reading Challenge

By Amanda Bremer

Herrick District Library’s annual Summer
Reading Challenge kicks off on June 8. Kids and
adults of all ages are invited to “Explore the
Shore” with us. Through curiosity, reading, and
shared experiences, discover the edges of your
world and discover what lies just beyond.

Participants can explore this theme for prizes
using a traditional reading log or advancing along
a game board.

Pick up a reading log at either Herrick District
Library location — 300 S. River Ave. in Holland or
the North Branch at 155 Riley St. in Holland
Township -- to get started.

Makers-in-Residence

Check out the Herrick District Library website
Herrickdl.org for events and information on
Makers-in-Residence for May and June -- Kellyn

Sanders and Andrea Rich.
Here’s a little more about them:

Kellyn Sanders is a Board-Certified Medical
lllustrator with a master’s from Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine and a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree from Grand Valley State University. By
day, she creates 3D medical animations. By
night, she’s a ceramist, exploring form, utility,
and storytelling through clay.

Andrea Rich is an oil painter born in Grand
Rapids. Rich is constantly inspired by the beauty
of nature, especially beaches, flowers, and
forests. Rich has been honored as a Top 20
Finalist in The First Bloem Art Competition in
2023 and 2025.

Amanda Bremer is community relations aide at
Herrick District Library. She can be reached at
(616) 355-3100.



