The quarterly newsletter for the residents of Laketown Township

Laketown

€) @ www.Laketowntwp.org (616)335-3050 suy. auest: sort

AUGUST PRIMARY ELECTION

Senior millage
on Aug. 4 ballot

4338 Beeline Road
Holland, M1 49423

Laketown Township voters in the
Aug. 4 primary election will choose
Republican or Democrat candidates
for state and federal offices as well
as judges. Voters must choose a
party and vote only for that party’s
candidates. Do not cross party lines.
Each party’s winning candidate will
advance to the November election.

Laketown Township voters will also
help decide the Allegan County
Allegan County Clerk and Register of Deeds Bob Genetski Senior Citizen Services millage
leads election training at the Laketown Township Hall, 4338 renewal.

Beeline Road, on Tuesday, June 30.

Here is the ballot wording:

E Ie Ct i o n i n fo rm ati o n fo r For the purpose of providing funds
for services to senior citizens in
Allegan County, shall Allegan County

La ketown Twp . VOte rs be authorized to levy a millage

annually in an amount not to exceed

By Zoey Hallam .
0.4753 mill ($0.4753 per each

Laketown voters will have two statewide elections in 2026: $1,000 of taxable value), which is a
renewal of the previously authorized
e Primary Election on Tuesday, Aug. 4, with early millage rate that expired in 2025,
voting July 25-Aug. 2. against all taxable property within
e General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 3, with early Allegan County, for a period of four
voting Oct. 24-Nov. 1. (4) years, 2026 through 2029,
inclusive? The estimate of the
As these elections approach, Laketown Township would like revenue the County will collect in the
to remind residents of the voting options available and first year (2026) if the millage is
provide important dates and locations. approved and levied by the County is

See Page 5 approximately $3,766,422.
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Felt Estate

Share your input throug

By Elizabeth McEwen

Whether you've visited us many times or have
simply driven past and wondered what's inside,
we'd love to hear from you.

The Felt Estate is a historic landmark and
community gathering place nestled right here in
Laketown — a venue that has hosted weddings,
events, and community celebrations for years,
and a piece of local history worth preserving for
generations to come. The Friends of the Felt
Estate is currently engaged in a strategic
planning process, and we want the voices of our
broader community to help guide our future.

That's where you come in.

We've partnered with iPoint Consulting to
conduct a brief, anonymous survey, and we're
inviting our Laketown neighbors — whether you
know us well or are just getting acquainted — to
share your perspective. Your insights will directly
inform how we grow, how we serve our
community, and how we make the Felt Estate an
even greater asset for this region.

It only takes a few minutes, and every response
matters.

Access the survey here: bit.ly/4vBUQgh

Clip & present at visit

ADMIT ONE

This pass is valid for ONE free self-guided tour.

For available tour times, visit
www.feltmansion.org

*Photocopies will not be accepted Expires 1/3/2027

Laketowntwp.org
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h survey

ams, e
The Blue Water Ramblers perform at the first Felt
concert of the season on July 2.

Or scan this QR code with your smart device to
participate:

Thank you for
being part of
this
community,
and for
helping us
shape what
comes next.

Elizabeth McEwen is executive director of the
Felt Estate. She can be reached at (616) 335-
8982 or director@feltmansion.org.

Clip & present at visit

ADMIT ONE

This pass is valid for ONE free self-guided tour.

www.feltmansion.org

*Photocopies will not be accepted Expires 1/3/2027
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Township
Contacts

OFFICE: (616) 335-3050
HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Supervisor — Steven Ringelberg
steven@laketowntwp.org
Treasurer — Jim Johnson
jim@laketowntwp.org
Clerk — Jim Delaney
jamesd@laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mark Timmerman
mark@laketowntwp.org
Trustee — Mike Koeman
mike@laketowntwp.org

PLANNING COMMISSION
Chair — Chad Nienhuis
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Chair — Casey Kimes
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Chair — Brad Laninga
parks@laketowntwp.org

STAFF
Manager — Stephanie Fox
stephanie@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Finance -
Samantha Eaton

samantha@laketowntwp.org
Assessor — Don Jollay
don@laketowntwp.org

Community Development/Zoning —
Michelle Sall
michelle@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Deputy Treasurer —
Sophia Kunkel
sophia@laketowntwp.org
Admin. Assistant/Deputy Clerk —
Zoey Hallam
zoey@laketowntwp.org
Maintenance/Facilities — Jeff Partyka
jeff@laketowntwp.org
Public Information — Jim Hayden

jimh@laketowntwp.org

GRAAFSCHAP FIRE DEPARTMENT
Chief — Doug DenBleyker
(616) 396-4060
chief@graafschapfire.org
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From the Manaqger

Summer busy time in township

By Stephanie Fox

As we welcome a beautiful summer in Laketown Township,
| would like to thank our dedicated staff for their continued
commitment to our community! Summer is a busy time,
and it is rewarding to see residents and visitors enjoying
our parks, trails, and the natural beauty.

The township has remained focused on balancing excellent
public services with responsible stewardship of taxpayer
resources. During the past several months we have
continued to strengthen our financial practices, improve
internal operations, and start planning for the future while
maintaining the high level of services our residents expect.
Treasurer Jim Johnson and the office implemented the
Insured Cash Sweeps account, and the township is earning
a considerable amount of interest, and the funds are
federally insured.

The BS&A online payments were also implemented, which
includes credit card terminals and online payment options.
The fees for residents remain the same.

As always, public safety remains a top priority. We
appreciate the outstanding service provided by our fire
personnel and our partnership with Allegan County Sheriff's
Office, who help keep our community safe throughout the
year, particularly during our busy summer season.

The Shared Use Path repairs on 147t Avenue project are
almost finalized, and we are very satisfied with the project.

Beach

The township board also approved purchasing beach
property with township funds of $55,000 and the 2017 DNR
Trust Fund grant covering the remainder of the $220,000
purchase price.

We continue to work on the beach stair project, and this will
be completed after Labor Day.

As you enjoy everything Laketown Township has to offer
this summer, | encourage everyone to help preserve what
makes our community special. Please drive safely and
respect our parks.

Stephanie Fox is Laketown Township Manager. She can be
reached at (616) 335-3050 or stephanie@laketowntwp.org.
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Laketown calendar at a glance

A detailed calendar of township meetings and events is available at laketowntwp.org/calendar.

August September October

Tuesday, Aug. 4 Wednesday, Sept. 2 Friday, Oct. 2
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Primary 5 p.m. Board of Trustees 7:30-8:30 p.m. Free parks
Election workshop meeting program. Night Hike at

Huyser Farm Park.

Wednesday, Aug. 5 6:30 p.m. Planning Registration required
5 p.m. Board of Trustees Commission meeting
workshop meeting Wednesday, Oct. 7

Monday, Sept. 7
6:30 p.m. Planning Labor Day. Office closed
Commission meeting

5 p.m. Board of Trustees
workshop meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 9 6:30 p.m. Planning

Wednesday, Aug. 12 6 p.m. Board of Trustees Commission meeting
6 p.m. Board of Trustees regular meeting
regular meeting Wednesday, Oct. 14

Tuesday, Sept. 15 6 p.m. Board of Trustees

Wednesday, Aug. 19 5:30-6:30 p.m. Free parks regular meeting
6 p.m. Parks and Recreation program. Birds of Prey at Felt
Commission meeting Estate. Registration required Wednesday, Oct. 21
6 p.m. Parks and

Thursday, Aug. 20 Wednesday, Sept. 16 Recreation Commission
10-11 a.m. Free parks 6 p.m. Parks and Recreation meeting
program. Incredible Insects at Commission meeting
Shore Acres Park Saturday, Oct. 24

Saturday, Sept. 19 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Early voting
Wednesday, Aug. 26 8 -11:30 a.m. Household SEr s (e e EercrEl
6 p.m. Zoning Board of Hazardous Waste collection at Election. Early voting
Appeals meeting Republic Services through Nov. 1
Questions? Call Jim Hayden Wednesday, Sept. 23 Wednesday, Oct. 28
at (616) 335-3050 or email 6 p.m. Zoning Board of 6 p.m. Zoning Board of
jimh@laketowntwp.org Appeals meeting

Appeals meeting

Sanctuary Woods gets a new sign

Laketown Township’s Sanctuary Woods Park, 4750 66" St., has its
sign back. Jeff Partyka, facilities operations for the township,
finished installing the new welcome sign on June 18. Crews were
cutting a damaged oak tree on Nov. 3, 2025, when a piece dropped
and hit the sign, destroying it. Insurance from the tree removal
company paid for the replacement which was moved to a more
central location in the front of the park.
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Continued from Page 1

Early voting

Michigan voters approved early voting through a
constitutional amendment in 2022. As a result,

every precinct is required to provide at least nine
days of voting before state and federal elections.

Early voting allows voters to cast their ballot in
person before Election Day. Voters check in just
as they would on Election Day, receive a ballot,
and insert it directly into a tabulator.

Early voting location for all Laketown precincts is
Laketown Township Hall, 4338 Beeline Road.
Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

Since early voting was implemented, many
Laketown voters have shared positive feedback.
Residents have commented that early voting
allows them to avoid Election Day crowds and
provides a less rushed voting experience. Early
voting can be especially helpful for voters who
prefer to cast their ballot in person but have work
obligations, family responsibilities, transportation
concerns, or mobility challenges.

Voting in person

Many Laketown voters still feel strongly about
voting in person on Election Day, and Laketown
Township continues to see strong voter turnout.
Election workers are trained and ready to assist
registered Laketown voters at their polling
locations and issue ballots throughout the day.

Polls are open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day.

Laketown Township voters should report to their
regular precinct polling location:

Precinct 1: Laketown Township Hall, 4338
Beeline Road.

Precinct 2: Graafschap Fire Department, 4534
60t St.

Precinct 3: Laketown Township Hall, 4338
Beeline Road.
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Absentee voting

All registered Michigan voters may vote by
absentee ballot without providing a reason.
Absentee ballots may be requested online, by
mail, or in person through the clerk's office.

Voters who are on the Permanent Ballot List will
automatically receive an absentee ballot for
every election in which they are eligible to vote.

More information

If you have questions, visit Laketowntwp.org/
elections, www.allegancounty.org/
departments/elections or Michigan at
www.michigan.gov/sos.

Zoey Hallam is Laketown Township Deputy
Clerk. She can be reached at (616) 335-3050 or
zoey@laketowntwp.org
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Maker-in-Residence inspired by Great Lakes

By Amanda Bremer

Here’s what’s happening at Herrick District
Library, 300 S. River Ave. in Holland:

Explore nature

Stop by to see Maker-in-Residence Bryanna
Manning work on her craft. Bryanna is a West
Michigan-based oil painter inspired by the natural
world and the Great Lakes. Her work is
influenced by childhood summers at the shore
and modern impressionism, featuring loose
brushwork, vibrant color, and a strong sense of
light.

Pick up painting tips and celebrate joy, freedom,
and the wonder of nature with Manning.

For drop-in session information, visit
herrickdl.org/events.

Visit Maker-in-
Residence
Bryanna
Manning at
Herrick District
Library.

Grand Finale Beach Ball

You’re invited to the Beach Ball on Friday, Aug. 7
from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. Dive into an unforgettable
night at the library with live entertainment,
games, popcorn, bubbling drinks, music, and
mermaids. Formal attire and beach-themed
costumes are encouraged. Be the first to pick up
your summer reading prizes.

Amanda Bremer is community relations aide at
Herrick District Library, 300 S. River Ave.



